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Learned by Reb
Itzel Volozhin

Married Daughter of
Reb Zundel Salant

A

Rav Harashi of the
Yishuy Hayashan

Hoarov Shmuel Salont

zt"l was born 200 years ogo in Bialystok,
Poland. He was a brilliont person, a man who
was completely immersed in Limud Hotorah.
He became known as the "Iluy of Kadon”. Rov
Shmuel Salant learned in the fomous yeshivo.
of Volozhin in Ewrope, under the leadership
of Reb Itzel Volozhin. He merited learning in
Volozhin ot the same time os famous Gedolei
Yisroel, such as the Beis Halevi and the Netziv.

Rov Shmuel Salant married the doughter
of Reb Zundel Salont, who was the Rebbe
of Reb Uisroel Salanter. Reb Zundel Salont
decided to move to Eretz Yisroel in 1840. Reb
Shmuel ond his family joined him and they left
Ewrope to settle in Eretz Yisroel

Eretz Yisroel ot that time did not hove
frum communities set up as they are todoy.
Reb Shmuel Salont worked hard to establish
Yerushaloyim as o thriving, frum Torah



community. He was responsible for every aspeet of living in Yerushaloyim. (The yishuy, all minhagim, ete.) He
devoted o. lot of time to the colleetion of funds in Lithuanio. and Poland to help oll of the impoverished people of
the old Yishuv of erushalayim. Rav Shmuel Salont founded the Rabbi Meir Baol Haneis Solant Charity Fund to
help provide for the poor people of Yerushalayim. He was also instrumental in founding the Bikur Cholim Hospitol.
Rav Shmuel Solant beecame Rav Horashi (Chief Rabbi) of the “(ishuv Hayashan” in the old eity of erushaloyim
in 1871. Nothing happened in Yerushalayim without Rov Shmuel Salant! He diligently led the community in
every aspeet of its growth for almost seventy years! The Jewish population in Yerushaloyim grew from 5,000 to
80,000 during the period of Rov Shmuel Solant's leadership of the eity.

Rov Shmuel Salont founded Ueshivas Eitz Chaim for boys, which exists until todoy. Until that point,
only the boys whose parents could offord o. private Melamed were able to learn. Rov Shmuel Solont realized this
and worked hord to establish a formal sehool system where all ehildren can learn Torah together in one organized
location. Rav Shmuel Solant looked after all the needs of the Talmidim, alwoys making sure thot they had enough
food and proper elothing.

Reb Shmuel Salant wos o brilliant man who was able to lead the eity of Yerushaloyim for elose to seventy
years until he was niftar in 1909.

Poy The Debt

Rov Shmuel Salont wos notorious for his
outstandingly sharp mind and his amozing pereeption.
One Shabbos, Rav Shmuel Salant approoched
Reuvein, a resident of Yerushaloyim, and said to
him: "I know that Shimon owes you money. Go to
his house on Motzoei Shabbos as soon os you
possibly eon to get the money from him. Don't
let him leave until he pays the debt... Reuvein
wos token oback by Rav Shmuel Solont's
instructions. He asked Rav Shmuel Solont




how he knows that Shimon is leaving town. Rav Shmuel Salont answered, "I sow Shimon in
shul. He wos asking for an Qliyo. This means that he plons to leave town. I thought of your
plight immediotely and I therefore gove you this suggestion.”
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Horav Yehoshua Leib

zt"[ was born in Horodna, Lithuanio. His father,
Rov Binyomin Diskin, was the Rov of the city.
Rov Yehoshua Leib's brilliance was already
apparent as a young child. He loved to learn
Toroh diligently and in great depth.

Roav  Yehoshua Leib's fother Rov
Binyomin wos sewing as the Rav of Lomza
when he passed away. The people of Lomza
begged Rav ehoshua Leib to ossume his
fother's position. He accepted the offer and
became an extremely beloved and respected Rav
at the age of 25. The people of Lomza. noticed
thot Rov Uehoshuo Leib's foce lit up from his
constant Toroh learning. They therefore colled
him “The Moloeh”.

oL
P

o N Rov Yehoshua Leib served as Rav in
Established first many other cities as well, such as Mezritch,
Yishuvim in Eretz Yisroel Kowno, Shklov, and Brisk in Lithuanio. Rov
S Yehoshua Leib became known as the “Brisker
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Rov' ofter he assumed the position as the Rav of Brisk.

Years later, in 1878, Rav Yehoshua Leib moved to Eretz Yisroel where he was warmly weleomed. He
settled in Yerusholoyim for the next twenty one years. He became recognized os the leading Rabbinie authority
in Yerushaloyim. He was widely known among the Gedolim of thot generation for his ability to answer oll sorts of
complicated halachie questions. He also established the Ohel Moshe Yeshiva where his astounding brilliance in
Torah was apprecioted by all of his talmidim.

Rov Yehoshua. Leib Diskin worked. very hard to help all those around him in need. He helped to estoblish the
first Yishuvim (settlements) in Eretz Yisroel He is thus very well known for his eountless acts of chesed that he
performed for his fellow brethren in Eretz Yisroel.

Rav fehoshua Leib founded an Orphanage Home in Yerusholayim in 1881 for children who did not have
a home. He remained very dedicated to this couse, and this home became known as The Diskin Orphan Home.

Erev Rosh Chodesh Shevat (in 1898))was an ineredibly sad day for all of Yfiddishkeit, especially for those
living in Yerushaloyim. The beloved Rov and Tzaddik of Yerushaloyim, Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin, was niftor.
Rov Yehoshua Leib's unique greatness in Torah and Chesed had o
tremendous influence on all who merited being in his presence.

Tears At The Kosel

It is known that Rav |ehoshua. Leib Diskin did not visit the
Kosel Homaaravi to daven, as oll others in Klol Yisroel do. Why
was this?

Ras Uchoshua. Lob dosided thot it wouldbe best he. A
did not go to the Kosel beeause of whot happened when he .
went there for the first time ofter arriving in Eretz Yisroel.
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Upon arriving at the Kosel, Rav Yehoshua Leib completely broke down, erying bitter tears for
the loss of the Bais Hamikdosh. Rav (Jehoshua Leib eould not be eonsoled!! The sight of
the Kosel Hamaaravi evoked such intense emotions in Rav {ehoshua. Leib that he decided it
would be better if he did not go to the Kosel again until the coming of Moshiach!

Lost Ond Found

The 'Maggid' of Yerushaloyim, Rebbe Yisroel Binyamin Lempert, once went to visit
Rav Yehoshua Leib on his way home from davening ot the Kosel They sot down together
and begon speoking Divrei Torah together. Shortly ofter, the Moggid. diseovered that the silk
belt that he was wearing had fallen off, probobly on the way to the Kosel.

“Oh, I must have lost my silk belt on the way to the Kosel”, exelaimed the Maggid, visibly
upset.

"Stoy in my house for o while and maybe your belt will be found”, answered Rav (fehoshua
Leib. Without the Maggid notieing, Rav Yehoshua Leib summoned one of his family members
to quickly go and buy o new belt for the Maggid. They then immersed themselves again in
Limud haTorah...

Q while loter, the family member returned with a new silk belt and subtly put it on the
floor near the table where Row Yehoshua Leib and the Moggid were learning.

“Look, your silk belt has been found!" exelaimed Rov (ehoshuo Leib as he pointed to the
floor.

"Baruch Hashem! Thank you for finding it!" answered the Maggid.

Rov Yehoshua Leib had a speeial ability to make everyone happy and to figure out
how to help people solve their problems.
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Haroy osef Chaim

SO’thf e[d zt"l was born in Hungary in
1849. Reb Yosef Chaim wos really nomed
Chaim ot his Bris. However, he was once sick
as a young man. His Rebbe, Robbi Yehoshua
Leib Diskin, the Goon of Brisk, added on
the name "Yosef' as a zechus for his refush
shelaimo. "(osef Choim” literally means "He
will add life", meaning that Hoshem listened
to everyone's tefillos and added on many more
years to Reb (osef Chaim's life! Os a young
boy, he loved to leorn Torah. His hosmoadah
ond grosp in learning for surpossed his young

years!

Rav Yosef Choim had o very deep
yearning to live in Eretz Yisroel He left his
hometown as a young mon to go and live in
Eretz Yisroel Rov Yosef Choim became the
Rav of Yerushalayim. He was also the mohel of

many children in Yerushalayim.

Reb Yosef Chaim was involved. in every
aspeet of the frum eommunity in Eretz Yisroel.



He worked. tirelessly with great tenaeity to preserve yiddishkeit in Eretz isroel Despite being so busy, Reb
Yosef Chaim always made himself available to do chessed and to give support and adviee to all those in need.

Drowing Woter
One morning, Reb Yosef Choim wos returning home from Shacharis. He noticed two young boys, ages
six and. seven, struggling to draw water from o well and powr it into pitehers to bring home for their families. Reb
Yosef Chaim stopped and took over this task. He felt that it was too dongerous for the little boys to be leaning
over the well in order to reach the water.
This story is just one of many examples of Reb Yosef Chaim's warm heort and keen sensitivity to the needs of
children and adults!

All In A Name

One year on Purim, Reb Yosef Chaim brought Mishloach monos very early in the morning to his Rebbe,
Rav Yehoshuah Leib Diskind. His Rebbe proised Rov osef Chaim for being such a “Zariz" and eoming so early
on Purim morning, stating happily: “zerizin mokdimin Umitzvos"! Reb osef Chaim smiled and exploined:
"It was you,

my Rebbe ,who turned me into a ‘zariz'... Reb (Josef
Chaim was referring to the time many years before
that Rav ehoshua Leib Diskin hod odded
“Uosef' to his name, thus becoming “(fosef
Chaim". The gematrio. of "(osef Chaim” is
equivalent to the gamotria of 'ZARIZ™!!
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1878-1953 The Chazon Ish
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Harov Ovrohom
qeswaku Kwe(j.tz zt'l, was
botnin 1879 in the town of Kosove, Lithuanio.
His father, Horov Shmayahu Yosef, served as
Rav of the town. (s early os his childhood, the
Choazon Ish exhibited outstanding diligence
in Torah, Middos, and {iras Shamayim. The
Chazon Ish made o lfelong commitment on
the doy of his Bar Mitzvah to learn Torah
“lishmah" (strictly for the sake of the mitzvah)
for the rest of his life

In 1911, the Chazon Ish published his
first Sefer. He colled it Sefer "Chozon Ish”.
"Ish” was on acronym for his name, Qurohom
Yeshayohw - ype® ppal . That is why
Horav Qurohom Ueshoyo Karelitz became
known as the "Chazon Ish".. &R NTN

In 19383, the Chazon Ish moved from
Vilna in Lithuonio. to Eretz Yisroel He settled
in the town of Bnei Brak. He lived in a tiny two
room apartment, yet his home wos “large”
enough to be open to everyone at all times.



The Chozon Ish's diligence in Torah, Middos, and (iras Shamayim had a remarkable influence on everyone
around him. He became accepted as one of Klol Yisroel's greatest authorities in Halocha. of oll times . The Chazon
Ish wos truly o leader of the generotion. People seeking his ecounsel and brachos flocked to his humble home in
Bnei Brak from oll over the world. His brillionce in Torah and Halocha, his exeeptional warmth, and his countless
acts of tzedokah and chessed mode him the beloved and revered Godol that he was.

Al of Klol Yisroel benefitted greatly from the life work of the Chozon Ish. He dedicated himself to the
building of Torah in Eretz Yisroel in the post-war era. He set up the new Yfishuv of Bnei Brak as a center of Torah.
He also became a strong Torah authority for Klol Yisroel. The Chozon Ish worked very hard toward the eomplete
observance of Shemittoh in Eretz Yisroel He succeeded in reawakening the Jews of Eretz Yisroel to keep this
special Mitzvah!

The Chazon Ish was niftar in 1953. Qthough he was not blessed with ehildren, his famous and widely used

seforim are his namesake!

The Linen Store

The wife of the Chozon Ish, Basya, ran a linen store.
The Chazon Ish would sometimes go to the store at night
to help his wife complete the store's paperwork. One night,
the Chozon Ish had a certain bod feeling. He sensed thot
the Police would come to his wife's store and stir up
trouble for them. (The Russian Police very often hurt
the Jews in many woys and were not friendly to them
ot olll) Because of these feelings, on thot night, as a
precaution, the Chozon Ish and his wife moved oll of
their merchandise from the store into their house. Lo
and behold, the police arrived the next doy only to




find the store empty. The Chazon Ish and his wife were miraculously spared much anguish!

Impressions
The Chazon Ish frequently visited Reb Chaim Ozer Grodzenski in Vilna. Reb Chaim
Ozer was the leader of the Torah wotld ot that time. He noticed a Sefer on his toble colled
"Shaarei Tevunah”. The Chozon Ish read the Sefer and he really liked it. The Chozon Ish
found out that the author was Rov Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky, who loter beeame known as
the Steipler GaonHe proposed a shidduch to Rav Yaakov Yisroel, his own sister, Miriam
Karelitz, without even meeting him! They got married!
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Rarav Qryeh Levin -t
born in 1885 in Urla, & small village inPoland.
He spent many years learning in various great
yeshivos, ineluding  Slonim, Slutsk,Volozhin
and Brisk. In 1905, ot the age of 19, Reb
Oryeh came to live and leorn Toroh in Eretz
Yisroel

In 1917, Reb Qryeh became the
Moshgiach of the great Yeshivas Eitz Chaim,
where Reb Isser Zalman Meltzer wos the
Rosh Yeshivo. Reb Qryeh Levin took core of
every aspeet of his talmidim's development;
their learning, their middos, their physical
needs (shoes, elothing, food...), and all of their
problems. Reb Qryeh was well known for his
outpouring of Rachmanus for others no matter
who they were, and for his tremendous Ohovos
Yisroel

Reb Oryeh Levin cared very much for all
the people around him. Beginning in 1927,
he took a great interest in the plight of Jewish
prisoners in Yerushaloyim. These prisoners were

being held for various unfortunate reasons in a



joil known as the "Russian Compound”'. He visited them frequently, davened with them and also brought messages
bock and forth to their families. Reb Qryeh treated the prisoners with love and compassion, and would sit with them
and. offer them soft words of encourogement. Reb Qlryeh Levin wos well known as the “Father of the Prisoners”.

Every single Fridoy night, Reb Oryeh would go and visit sick people in the hospital. He would bring along
his friendship, comfort, and the food that his Rebbetzin Chana hod lovingly prepared. Reb Qryeh Levin became
known as the “Tzaddik of erushalayim”, becouse a "Tzaddik" he truly wos!

The Greatest Gift Of All

Reb Qryeh Levin married Tziporah Chana. Shopira, the doughter of Rav David Shapira, a Rav in Kovno. Rav
Oryeh was very poor and he had a very simple wedding. He very badly wanted to give his Kolloh o. present ofter the
Chuppah, just as other Chassonim do. However, he was so poor that he eould not even buy for his Kalloh o. small
gift. Rav Qryeh thought of o great gift to give his Kallah that wouldn't "eost”. He presented her with the unique gift
of these words: “T will always say that you are right if we may ever disagree”. This was a gift that wos priceless,
the gift of being “"Mevater”. Lo and behold, his Kallah, Tzipporah Chana, gove him the same "gift" in retwrn!

The story is told that one time Reb Qryeh Levin's
Rebbetzin hurt her foot. Reb Qryeh accompanied her to
the doctor. When the doctor asked what was wrong,
Reb Qryeh Levin responded; "My wife's foot huwrts
US"I Such was Reb Qryeh Levin's sincere empothy
for his Rebbetzin and. for oll of Klal Yisroel!

The Zechus Of Chesed

One doy, Reb Oryeh Levin's Rebbetzin,
Tziporoh Chana, left her house to go to the




grocery store. She asked her sons to wateh her baby, Shaina Chaya, for the few minutes that
she would be awayj. When she eame down to the street, an old man approoched the Rebbetzin
and asked her for a drink. She quickly ran back up the flight of stairs to get a drink for the
thirsty man. She noticed upon entering her house that her sons, who were supposed to be
watehing the baby, were busy ploying. Shaina Choya was missing. She searched. the house
for her and found her drowning in the bathtub! She rushed to toke her out of the woter
and take care of her. Ofterwards, the Rebbetzin ran downstairs to give the poor old mon a
drink and to thank him. The mon hod disoppeared... The Rebbetzin's act of chessed to the
thirsty mon hod soved her baby's life! This baby grew up to become the mother of Rebbetzin
Batsheva Kanievsky o'h!
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Learned With Reb
Elehonon Wasserman

Rosh lfeshiva of

Ponevezh

Harov Yosef
SLUO’(D‘WL Kaj\mm zt"[ wos

botn in 1886 in the town of Kuhl (Lithuania).
He became known os the "Tluy of Kuhl' even
os a young child. He went to learn in Telshe
Yeshiva at the tender age of fowteen. He spent
seven years learning there, and he developed
elose relotionships in Telshe with Rav Eliezer
Gordon zt"l and Rov Shimon Shkop zt"L. He
then went on to learn in Novardok for a short
while. Following that, Rav osef Shlomo went
to Rodin. He learned in the Chofetz Chaim's
Yeshiva for three years, and developed o elose
relationship with the Chofetz Chaim zt"l and
Rav Noftoli Trop zt"[ His Chavrusah there was
Horav Elchonon Wasserman zt"L

Horav  Yosef Shlomo  Kohaneman
eventually become the Rov of Ponevezh in
Lithuanio, an extremely prestigious position.
From then on, he become known as the
Ponevezher Rav. During the years that he
spent in Ponevezh, Rov Kahaneman established
Yeshivos, o Girl's school, o Hospital, and an
Old Oge Home.



Rav Yosef Shlomo wos the embodiment of Qhovas Yisroel He wos a kind, angelic man, full of drive and
energy, with a mission to help Klol Yisroel He led his community for twenty years until the years of the Holocoust
approached. He managed to escape the war, but he sadly lost his wife and all but one of his sons in the Holoeaust.

Upon arriving in Eretz Yisroel, Harav Yosef Shlomo set out to rebuild Torah from the ashes of Europe and
to reseue his stricken fellow brethren. He bought a large picee of land in Bnei Brak. Rov Yfosef Shlomo Kahaneman
worked. hard to establishin Bnei Brak the "Kiryat Hayeshiva", along with the huge Ponevezh Yeshiva that we all
know of todoy!

Horow Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman's son, Horow Ovraham Kahaneman, took over his fother's position and serves as
the Rosh Ueshivah of eshivas Ponevezh today.

Lessons From The Torah

The Ponevezher Rav traveled very often in order to raise funds for Ponovezh Yeshiva in Eretz Yisroel.
Rav Kohaneman was onee in New fork City on a fundraising trip. He took a subway to reach his destination. He had

with him o. briefease loaded with cosh, and he deeided that it
would be the sofest if he sot on the briefease while on the
train. Two men on the subwoy spotted the Ponovezher Rov
sitting down and they were carefully observing him. The
Ponovezher Rav figured this out, and understood that he
might be in danger. He planned in his mind o way to
protect himself from being robbed by these men!

The Ponevezher Rav approached the two men
and asked them for direstions to his stop. They
were mote than happy to instruet him where to
get offl When the subwoy approached the stop




thot they had spoken about, the two robbers happily got off. Yet, the Ponevezher Row very
smaortly stoyed on the train! He was saved from being robbed by those men!

The Ponovezher Rav reloted this incident to many people. He explained an amozing
insight. He said that when learning in Rodin, the Chofetz Choim taught him thot the Torah
is a blueprint for EVERYTHING in life - even for those mundone events in requlor daily life!
Therefore, the Ponovezher Rav, at the time of this impending robbery, was thinking Torah
thoughts. He thought of Yaokov and Eisav; how Yoakov had told Eisav, "Go ahead of me!”
(> 2% prend). Ond so, Rav Yosef Shlomo Kahanamen lead the"Eisavs”, the robbers, to
go ahead of him, right off the train!

Eliyohu Hanovi
Harav Mordechoi Schwab zt'l used to say over the following story. One time when Roy
Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman was learning in Radin, he came to the Chofetz Chaim to speak
to him. The Chofetz Chaim was behind elosed doorsRav fosef Shlomo Kahaneman woited
together with many others for the Chofetz Chaim to come out.

Qfter some time, the Chofetz Chaim eame out with an “old man" that he walked to the door.

When the Ponevezher Rov went in to speak to the Chofetz Chaim, he asked the Chofetz
Chaim, "Who wos that man that you wolked out the door?"

The Chofetz Chaim looked very very surprised and responded, “You saw him?? Why didn't
you ask him for o. Bracha??"

The Chofetz Choim wos insinuating thot this “old man" was none other than Eliyahu
Hanovi, who no one else standing there saw, besides for the Ponovezher Ray/!



The Gift Of Vilna. Shas
Rav Matisyahu Soloman Shlita relates this story.
Mony admirers of the Ponevezher Rav wonder where his deep love and appreciation for Torah stem from.
When the Ponevezher Rav was o young child, the well-known Vilna Shas was published. The Vilna. Shas wos a
tremendous innovation to learning Gemara. The Vilno. Shas ineluded many, many Medroshim. It wos proofread

many times and did not eontain any mistokes ot all. The Vilna Shas also had o. perfect binding, bound to lost even
with heavy usage. The Vilna Shas proved to be a true Kavod Hotoroh!

One year on Purim, the eity of Kuhl in Ponevezh (Europe) wonted to give their Rov, Rov osef Shlomo
Kahaneman, a meaningful Mishloach Manos gift. They presented him with o. brand new set of the Vilna. Shas. This
gift of "Kavod Hotorah" gove the Ponevezher Rav the inspirotion and drive to poinstokingly build Torah worldwide.
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Rosh leshiva
Ponovezh, Bnei Brak

Horov Elozar
Menachem Mann Schoch

zt"[ was born in 1894 in Vabolnik, Lithuanio.
His father, Reb Ezriel, was a Rov and a. Dayan.
Ot o young age, Reb Ezriel sent his son to
learn Torah in Ponovez (in Lithuania) under
the quidance of Reb Itzele Ponovezher. From
there, he went on to learn in Slabodka and
Slutz under the quidonee of Reb Isser Zolmon
Meltzer.

Rov Schach served as the Rosh Yeshiva
in Kletzk in Polond and also in Korlin-Stolin.
During these years,Rov Schach visited Radin
mony times to learn with the Chofetz Chaim.
He acquired many lessons from the Chofetz
Choim as to how to become o great (eader!

In 1941, Rabbi Schach escaped from
the wor in Ewrope and arrived. in Eretz isroel,
where he settled and lived for the rest of his life.
He wos o Maggid Shiur in o few Yeshivos: Tel
Oviv, Lomza, and Rechovot. In 1951, Rabbi
Schach was colled by the Ponevezher Raw,
Rav Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, to become
the Rosh (eshiva of Ponovezh in Bnei Brok.



(Ponovezh. is from the largest Yeshivos in the world.) He accepted the position and remained there for nearly 50
years! Rov Schach produced thousands of talmidim and became o worldwide leader of Klal Yisroel.

Rav Schoch was zocheh to live a very long and accomplished life of almost 107 years! He left behind o
generation of talmidei chachomim os well as his well-known elossie works of sefarim titled "Qvi Ezri’.

Crossing The Street
Rav Schach zt"[ was well-known for being completely immersed in his Torah learning ot oll times. His sharp
focus on the sugyoh "at hand" never wovered!

One morning, Rov Schach entered the Beis Medrash of (eshivas Ponevezh elasping o little girl's hand.
His talmidim looked on curiously as Rav Schach prepared for his Shiur, flanked by this little girl whom they
hod never seen before. One bochur asked the question that wos on everyone's mind: “Is this the Rosh eshiva's
granddaughter?"

Rav Schaeh looked at his tolmid, not comprehending why he wos asking such a. question. He then followed
the talmid's eyes and realized thot he wos holding this obedient little girl's hand!

Rov Schoch smiled and explained, “This little girl asked me to take
her aeross the street... I guess my mind was so involved in the
The Missing Roal Tefilloh

sugyo. that I forgot that I was holding her hand, and she ,
Rov Schoch was a goadol who exhibited .
t w

kept walking along with mel"

intense love and understanding for his fellow . ‘%.%
Yidden. One year, on the first doy of Rosh oy
Hoshano, it wos an hour before Mincho. O | B
neighbor noticed Rov Schach leaving his




aportment. The neighbor was eurious as to where Rav Schach was headed at this hour, and
deeided to follow the Rosh Ueshive. from a distance. Ofter a very long walk, Rov Schach wos
seen entering a building, elimbing up many steps, and knocking on a door. (L man opened
the door and was visibly shocked and awed by his visitor! This man, whom Rav Shach was
visiting, wos the legendary Baol Tefillah of Ueshivas Ponovezh. He had suffered o. heart
ottack shortly before Rosh Hashana and was foreed to rest at home this year and not doven
for the Omud as he usuolly did. Rov Schaeh painstakingly came to tell him how much
he was missed in Ponovezh and how everyone truly yearned to hear his beautiful heartfelt
tefillos.

Rov Schach disployed to all how important it is to be sensitive and earing to each
member of Klol Yisroell

It is no wonder that 400,000 people attended Horav Sehach's levayo.
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The Steipler Gaon

Born in Ukraine
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Marvied Chazon Ish's
Sister Miriam

Rosh lfeshiva of
Novhardok

Harov Yaokov Yisroel
KO.MBVSkg zt"lwas born in the Ukraine.
His parents moved to Hornsteipel , o town in
Russio, when he was a young boy. Reb (aokov
Yisroel became known as the "Steipler”
because he came from Homnsteipel Rav Yoakov
Yisroel became sick with typhus as a young
child. He miroculously survived, but was left
hord of heoring. This disability did not deter
Rav Yoaokov isroel from achieving greatness
throughout his life! He lost his fother at the
young age of eleven. Qlthough it was so diffieult
for his mother to part with her beloved great
son, she sent him to learn Torah in Novhardok,
where he remained for mony years. Ot the age
of 19, Rabbi Yosef Yoizel Horowitz, the Rosh
Yeshiva, sent him to set up a branch of the
Novhardok Yeshiva in Rogochov. It was during
those years in Rogochov that the Steipler was
conseripted into the Russian army. He was
"moser nefesh” to fully adhere to Torah and
mitzvos when he was in the army, despite the



great hardships and saerifices that he had to moake. Fortunately, ofter some time, the Steipler managed to get
discharged from the army. He then moved to Bialystok in Poland where he learned Torah under Rabbi Quraham
Yoffen.

The Steipler wrote and published his first sefer, Shaarei Tevunoh, in 1925. This sefer gained wide
aceloim by everyone in the Torah world! The Chazon Ish (Rav Ovrohom Ueshaya Karelitz) read the sefer as
well He was so impressed. with it that he asked Rav Yaokov isroel to marry his sister Miriam without even
meeting him first!! Roav Yaokov isroel indeed got married to the Chazon Ish's sister Miriam. He became the
Rosh. Yeshiva of Novhordok in Pinsk, Poland. The Chazon Ish moved to Eretz isroel and settled in Beni Brak
in 1932. He encouraged the young couple, Rav Yaakov Yisroel and his wife Miriam, to move to Eretz Yiroel as
well. The Steipler and his family listened and moved to Eretz Yisroel in 1934. He beeame the Rosh Yeshiva of
Navardok in Bnei Brak.

The Steipler eventually completely dedicated himself to the study of Torah, and became known worldwide
as a Gadol B'isroel. He wrote mony important seforim, such os the famous sefer "Kehillas Yookov". The
Steipler devoted his entire life to Limud haToroh and Mitzvos. He hardly ever slept because he stayed up so
lote at night learning TorahHis love for Torah caused him to not even notice his lock of sleep! Qdditionally,
there were always throngs of people from all over the
world who eame to see the Steipler and bask in his
greatness. They would learn from him, seek his wise
advice and help, and beseech him for Brachos.

Rov Chaim Kanievsky Shlita. is the son of the
Steipler Gaon, Rav Yaokov Yisroel Kanievsky.




The "Wormth" Of Torah

When the Steipler was a young man, he went to learn in Homel, Russia under the

quidance of the Qter of Novardok. In 1917, he was foreed to become o soldier in the Russion
army. One time, during the winter, the Russians sent him to stond outside throughout the
night and quard the camp. They gave him a warm eout to wear, but the Steipler refused to
wear it! He was ofraid thot the eout eontained Shatnez (thot it was made of wool and linen
mixed together), and he did not wont to transgress this Mitzvah.
Qs the night wore on, the Steipler storted to feel very eold, but he would not put on the eont
to warm himself up. Insteod, he storted to think about oll the Toroh that he hod learned. He
became so deeply immersed. in his Torah thoughts, that he forgot how eold he wos!! This
made the time pass quickly. Before the Steipler knew it, the night was over!

“"Musie" For Baby Chaim

The Steipler got married to Miriam Karelitz, (the Chozon Ish's sister) in 1926. They

settled in the eity of Pinsk where the Steipler gave shiwrim to hundreds of tolmidim in the
Novardok Yeshivah. In 1928 (5688), o son was born to Rav aakov Yisroel and his wife.
They nomed him Shmaryohu Yosef Chaim, named ofter two different grandfothers. This
boby become known as Chaim. The Steipler would rock baby Chaim to sleep at night while
he stayed up learning and singing Divrei Torah. The Steipler tied a rope to the baby's eradle
so that he eould rock him without having to stand up and distuwrb his learning!
One time, the Chazon Ish, who wos the baby's unele, came to visit. He heard Chaim singing
oll the Mesechtos in Shas exactly in his father's tune. The Chazon Ish was amozed! He wos
able to do so becouse he hod been absorbing this Limud Toroh. in his environment since the
doy he was born. Chaim was not even two years old at the timel! The Chozon Ish commented
that "Chaim is already o Baki B'Shas™. This comment was literally o "nevuah” of the
Chazon Ish. The "baby" in this story was none other thon Rov Chaim Kanievsky Shlita!
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Married Reb Gryeh
Levine's Daughter

Harov Yosef
Skﬂlﬂ‘m 8'.”05“1‘.\/ zt"[ was one

of the leading Poskim of our generation. He
lived in Yerushaloyim. His opinions and advice
were sought ofter from all over the world. Rov
Elyoshiv was o huge Masmid who learned
Torah uninterrupted for as long os twenty years
straight!

Rav Elyashiv was an only child born to
Rav Qvrohom ond Chayo Musha Elyashiv in
1910 in Lithuania. Rav Yosef Shalom's father,
Rov Ovraham Elyoshiv, was o elose talmid of
the Chofetz Chaim. He was a Rov and Posek
in Homel and. in Eretz Yisroel He was known
os the "Homeler Rov". The Chofetz Chaim
once came to Homel when Rov (fosef Shalom
was five years old. He met with his father, Rav
Ovrohom, and he gove a speeial bracha to his
son (osef Shalom thot he should grow up to
love Torah and Mitzvos.

Reb Yosef Shalom moved with his
porents to Eretz Yisroel when he was twelve
years old. Rov Yosef Shalom never learned in
a formal Yeshiva. He diligently learned one on



one with his father for many howrs a doy. He benefitted greatly from listening firsthand to his father's answers to
halochie inquiries. This precious time spent with his illustrious father is whot made Rav Elyashiv so befitting loter
on of becoming the Posek Hador. His fother Rav Ovrohom olso founded the Beis Medrash Tiferes Bachurim in
Meah Shearim.

Loter on, when Rov Yosef Shalom Elyashiv was twenty yeors old, he married Reb Qryeh Levin's doughter,
Shoina Chayo. Rav Elyashiv had 12 children; five sons and seven daughters. His oldest doughter was Batshevo,
who later on married Rov Choim Konievsky Shlito. Rov Elyoshiv took over his father's nightly shiur in Tiferes
Bachurim ofter his father was niftar suddenly at the age of sixty one.

Rov Elyashiv became the leading Posek of our generation, and was zocheh to live for 102 years! Rav
Elyoshiv's Piskei Holocha. are found in o four-volume set of Seforim titled "Kovetz Teshuvos”. There are many more
Seforim that have been published with Rav Elyashiv's Chiddushim on Gemaro, Qgodah, and the Haggadah shel
Pesach.

Remaining Silent

Rov Elyoshiv's parents did not have children for 17 yeors. His mother, Choya Mushao, used to ery to Hashem,
begging for o child. Choyo Musho had o neighbor who was at times very nasty. One doy Choyo Mushe. hod just
finished hanging out on the elothesline all the laundry that
she hod painstakingly hand-washed. Her nasty neighbor
walked by and eut the clothesline. QUL of the elean elothes
fell onto the muddy ground and got ruined! Chaya Musha
remained silent. She picked up her loundry, and started all
over again. She did not tell anyone about this incident,
not even her husband, Rov Ovrohom Elyashiv!

Loter on, the neighbor knocked on her door to
apologize. She begged for mechila. She eried that
her son became sick with a dongerously high fever,
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and she felt that this was a punishment for being so mean to Chaya Musha. Chaya Musha
forgave her and dovened for the neighbot's child. The boy recovered. One year loter, Chaya
Musha, gave birth to a baby boy! He was named (fosef Shalom.

Repaying Kindness
One time, Rav Elyoshiv took off time from his busy schedule to ottend a. Levaya. in
Yerushalyoim. Rov Elyashiv said over this story:

The niftar ot this Levaya was Rav Elyashiv's neighbor many years before. One
doy,this neighbor noticed that Rov Elyashiv looked like he was disturbed about something.
He inquired from Rav Elyashiv as to what was bothering him. Rav Elyashiv explained that
he wos about to get married, and although he was a very happy Chosson, he was extremely
worried thot no Bachurim would attend his wedding. He felt thot since he never attended. o
requlor Yeshivo, he did not ereate friendships with other Bachurim who eould join him at his
wedding. (Rav Elyashiv learned privately with his father Rov Qvrohom.)

"Wheo will eome and dance at my wedding?" He asked.

The neighbor immediotely understood Rov Elyashiv's predicament and thus got to
work. He gathered together a huge erowd of Bachurim who came to sing and dance at the
wedding.

Rav Elyashiv came to the levaya. of this old, caring neighbor as an ode of Hokoras Hatov for
the tremendous Chesed that he hod done for him so many years beforel
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Harov Chaim
‘Pi.ML\O‘S S(‘J\Biﬂbe’g zt"l was

botn in 1910 inPolond. He moved to Omerica
when he wos nine years old. Rav Scheinberg
married Bosha, the daughter of Rabbi oakov
Yosef Herman, in 1929. They lived in Mir in
Poland for the first five years of their marriage.
Rov Scheinberg alse learned in the Kaminetz
Yeshivo, and received Semicha from HaRov
Baruch Ber Leibowitz.

In 1935, Rav Scheinberg and his family
returned to Omerico. Rav Scheinberg served as
Moshgiach of eshivas Chofetz Chaim in New
York for 25 years. Rov Scheinberg was well
known for the warm and earing relotionships
thot he had with all of hisTalmidim., and for all
the Chesed that he and his Rebbetzin did for so
many people in their midst.

In 1965, Rov Scheinberg moved to
Eretz Yisroel with his family to open up his
own new Ueshiva, Yeshivas Torah Ohr. the
Yeshiva settled in the brand new neighborhood
of "Kiryos Mattersdorf”. He was o devoted
and beloved Rosh Ueshiva to hundreds upon



hundreds of talmidim. Qside from his complete devotion to his talmidim, Rav Scheinberg's home was open to all
those who came to seek his eounsel and brachosRav Chaim Pinchos Seheinberg was o world known Posek. His
clority in Halocha earned him great respeet from oll rabbanim, ineluding R" Shlomo Zalman Ouerbach zt"l Rav
Scheinberg lived. in Eretz Yisroel with his fomily until he was niftar in 201 2,. He lived to be 101 years old!

Rav Scheinberg wos famous for the many (at least 300) pairs of Tzitzis that he wore every single day. He
olso alwoys wore his Tefillin the entire doy.

Signatures

Rav Scheinberg zt"[ used to do a lot of troveling around the world in order to eolleet funds for his Yeshiva in
Eretz Yisroel He wos still troveling for the Yeshiva when he was olready well into his eighties! Several years ago,
the Rosh Yeshivah went to Clevelond, Ohio to fundraise. O man approached him there with o very brazen request.
He explained that his son, who is an ortist, drew o beautiful lifelike drawing of Rav Scheinberg. The man asked the
Rosh Yeshiva if he would be willing to sign the drawing, explaining that the money derived from the sales of this
drawing would benefit Yeshivas Torah Ohr in Yerushaloyim. Qs soon as Rav Scheinberg heard thot his (eshivoh
would benefit, he took a pen out of his pocket and signed all the eopies of the drawing!

Tzitzis

Rav Scheinberg was fomous for the many (up to
800) pairs of tzitzis that he wore every single day. He also
alwoys wore o pair of Tefillin on his head from morning
wntil nightfalll Interestingly, the Rosh Yeshiva had two
pairs of Tefillin; one very valuoble pair that he would
moke o. bracha on each morning and then toke off, and
another pair that he wore oll doy.

Rov Scheinberg never offered anyone o reason
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for his wearing so mony pairs of Tzitizis, but he occasionolly did hint to some. He once told
someone that each pair is “another mitzvoh.

One time, o non-frum Jew came to visit Rov Scheinberg. He asked Rav Scheinberg why he
wears so mony pairs of tzitzis.

"Do you wear Tzitzis?" Rav Scheinberg asked.

“No," admitted the man.

"So one of these pairs is for youl" said Rav Scheinberg.

Opporently, Rov Scheinberg took upon himself to wear os mony pairs of Tzitzis as he
possibly eould in order to compensate for those who don't wear them at alll







Born in Shaarei Chesed,
Yerushaloyim

Rosh lYeshiva
Kol Torah UYerushaloyim
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ov Shlomo Zalman

Auerboch x40 wes the Rosh Yeshiva of
Yeshiva Kol Toroh in Yerushalayim. He was the
son of Harow Yehuda Leib Querbach, the founder
of Yeshivas Hamekubalim Shaar Hashamayim
in Yerushalayim. Rov Shlomo Zolman was
born in the Shaarei Chesed neighborhood of
Yerushaloyim. Harav Shlomo Zalmon became
known as the great Iluy (genious) of Yeshivas
Eitz Chaim in Yerusholoyim. He was very
beloved by his Rosh eshiva, Rav Isser Zolman
Meltzer. Ot the young age of twenty two, Rav
Shlomo Zolmon wrote o commentory on “Sheiv
Shimatasa”, a. Sefer outhored by Rav Qryeh
Leib Heller zt"L Ot the age of twenty five, he
put out the Sefer "Meorei Hallish".

Rov Shlomo Zolman Querbach was
offered many positions of leadership in Eretz
Yisroel He accepted the position as Rosh
Yeshiva of Yeshiva Kol Torah. He guided
thousands of Tolmidim there. Rav Shlomo
Zolmon olso became known as one of the most
prominent Torah authorities in the world, and
his holochic decisions are widely occepted. He



wrote the sefer "Maodanei Eretz” reloted to the halachos of Shyiis and Terumos.

Rav Shlomo Zolman was niftar in 1995. Hundreds upon thousands attended his Levaya. His own children
follow in his footsteps and are all leaders of Klol isroel.

Moh Nishtana
Rav Shlomo Zalman was known to always disploy a keen sensitivity to the feelings of ehildren. He developed
this sensitivity from an incident thot happened to him when he wos o. very young boy. One year, on the first day
of Pesach, the young Shlomo Zalman aceomponied his father to daven at the Kosel HaMaaravi. They happened
to meet on their way Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, the Rov of (erushaloyim. The Rav bent down to little Shlomo
Zolmon and offectionately asked him i he asked the Moh Nishtona ot the Seder.

“Of cowrse,” he answered.

Rav Yosef Chaim then asked him if he also asked the Mah Nishtana lost year.
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“Yes," wos little Shlomo Zalman's reply.

Rav Yosef Chaim then responded. in a joking fashion,
"I your fother answered for you the mah nishtana. lost
year, why did you ask them again this year??"

Little Shlomo Zalmon took him seriously, not
realizing that the Rav of Yerusholoyim was kidding
with him. He burst out erying. The Rov patted. his
cheek and tried to calm him down....

Mony years loter, Rav (osef Chaim .
Sonnenfeld wrote o. beautiful Hoskama. for o




Sefer that Rov Shlomo Zalman's father wrote, the Sefer Chacham Lev. The Rav ineluded in
his Haskama. that the Sefer ineludes enlightening eomments from the author's “outstanding
son”, Rav Shlomo Zalman. Rav fosef Chaim wrote these lines in his Haskama in order to
bring fwrther comfort to Rov Shlomo Zalman, just in eose he was still hurt by the comment
that he had made to him so many yeors before on the first doy of Pesachl

Rov Shlomo Zolman was very offected by Rav Uosef Chaim's sensitivity to his
feelings. It [eft o strong impression on him, and it served as a lesson for him to always display
extraordinary sensitivity to the feelings of children!

Hosmodah
Rov Shlomo Zalmon wos known for his outstanding Hasmadah in Limud Hatorah,
even at a very young agel! One day, while sitting and. learning in Yeshiva, news got out that
the first automobile ever will be shortly rolling down Rechov Yoffo in Yerushaloyim. QUL of
the boys in the Ueshiva wanted to see the first "horseless” wagon ride through the streets
of Yerushaloyim for the first time! QUL except for the young Shlomo Zalman, who remained
glued to his chair in the bais medrash!!
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qek)udah Le{k(ﬂh/ttz zt"[ was a
renowned. and. respected leader of Klol Uisroel
and o Rosh Yeshiva for over seventy years. He
was born in Volozhin in 1914. (s o young
Bachwr, he learned in Vilna. under Reb Shlomo
Heiman zt"(, whom he became very close with.
Rov Michel Yehudoh moved to Eretz yisroel in
19386 and lived in Bnei Brak. He developed o
close relationship there with the Chazon Ish
zt"(, who later was his shadehan. Rov Michel
Yehudo served as a Moggid Shiwr in his
fother in low 's Yeshiva, Yeshiva Tiferes Tzion,
beginning in 1940. (His father in low was Rav
Ovrohom Gershonowitz.) Rav Michel ehudah
also served as the Rosh (feshiva of Ponovezh
L'Tzeirim (High School) beginning in 1954
together with Rov (haron Leib Shteinman
Shlita, for over fifty yeoars. (Ponovezh is one of
the largest Yeshivos in the world.)

Rov Michel (ehudah had thousands of
tolmidim. He was very close to each and every
one of them! He was mechanech his talmidim
with warmth, love and aceeptance.
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Rav Michel Yehudah zt"lwas known for his humility, the warm smile thot he always had, and for the respeet
that he showed to each and every person that he encountered in his life. Rav Michel Yehudoh wrote many Seforim.
He also published "Chidushei Shlomo”, the teachings of his beloved Rebbe, Reb Shlomo Heiman.

Ochilas Motzoh

Q few years ago, on the lost day of Pesach, Rabbi Michel ehudah Lefkowitz discovered thot he had an entire
unopened. box of Matzah that was left over. Robbi Michel Jehudoh Lefkowitz wos overjoyed with this diseovery,
because, aceording the Vilna Gaon, each Kazayis of Matzah that o person eats on Pesach is equivalent to an extra
Mitzvo!

Rav Michel Yehudah sot down on Yom Tov ofternoon and ate the entire box of Matzah. He was in his
nineties, and understandobly, this would not be easy for anyone, let alone for a man his age! It took Rov Michel
Yehudah two howrs to eat the Motzah. He smiled with every bite. His foce rodiated the pure joy thot he felt for
doing the Mitzvah.

Kavod

Reb Michel Yehudah grew up in Volozhin and learned there. One time, the great Chofetz Chaim came to
Volozhin. It was an historical and speeial visit. Everybody in
Volozhin wos eager to greet the Chofetz Chaim !

QU the tolmidim of the Ueshivo. left the Bais
Medrash to see the Chofetz Chaim. QL except for Reb
Michel Yehudah Lefkowitz. Why would he not join
the erowds and go? Did he not want to see the
Chofetz Chaim?

He certainly did. He yearned to be in the presence
of such a Gadol (et, Reb Michel (ehudah




did not want to leave the Bais Medrash empty. He felt that it was not Kovod for the Boais
Medrosh thot it would be completely emptied out. He therefore stayed behind to keep the
Bais Medrash "full’ with his Toroh learning!

The Esrog Tree

The Chozon Ish zt"l once gave Rov Michel Yehudo zt"l seeds that were taken from
his own Esrog and instrueted Rav Michel Yehudoh to plont them. The Chazon Ish promised
him thot he would hove a lot of Bracha from this future Esrog tree. Rav Michel Jehudah
diligently wotered this plant, and, sure enough, the Bracha of the Chozon Ish came to
fruition. The seeds grew into a beautiful flourishing Esrog tree which bore hundreds upon
hundreds of magnificent Esrogim. Al of the Gedolim (ineluding the Chozon Ish, the Steipler
Gaon) used Esrogim from Reb Michel (Jehudah's tree.

The beauty of Reb Michel Yehudah's esrog tree was very well-known across Eretz
Yisroel and aeross the entire world. Qdditionolly, hundreds of esrogim orchards, known as
“Pordesim”, originoted from Reb Michel ehudah's speeiol Chozon Ish Esrog tree. Under
normal eireumstances, an Esrog tree produces fruit for 5 to 7 years. However, Rov Michel
Yehudoh's Esrog tree produced hundreds upon hundreds of elean, high quality fruit for over
50 years!!

Reb Michel's greatness had breathed life and vibraney into this unique Esrog tree for as
long as he lived. Sadly, ofter Reb Michel Yehudah was niftar, his famous Esrog tree stopped
bearing fruit.
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Harov Qharon Leib

Steihmnn zt"lwos bornin 1914 inthe
town of Brisk, Lithuanio. His great unele was
the Dayan of Brisk, Rov Simeha Zelig Reiger.
In the mid 1930's, Rav Qharon Leib, who was
then a young Yeshiva Bachur, was challenged
with the problem of being drafted into the army.
He decided to flee from his hometown rather
than being eonseripted into the ormy. Rav
Ohoron Leib fled to Switzerland together with
his friend Rav Moshe Soloveiteik. Row Olharon
Leib got married when he was in Switzerland.
He moved to Eretz Yisroel at the beginning of
World War Two.

Rov OQharon Leib settled in Bnei Brak.
He became very elose to the Chozon Ish. The
Chozon Ish recognized great potential in the
young Rav Olhoron Leib os o future leader of
Klol Yisroel

The Ponevezher Rav, Rav Yosef Shlomo
Kahaneman, opened o yeshiva in Bnei Brok.
He chose Rov Oharon Leib Steinman together



with Row Michel (Jehudah Lefkowitz to be the Roshei Hoyeshiva. The Ponevezher Rav also appointed them as
Roshei Hokollel of the Ponevezher Kollel in Bnei Brok.

Rav Qharon Leib opened his own Ueshive. thirty five years ago, Yeshivas Gaon Yaakov. He olso authored the
multiple-volume, widely used Sefer titled "Qyeles Hashachor" on Gemaroh.

Opproximately twenty years ago, when Horav Schoch became too weak to lead Klol Yisroel, Rov (haron
Leib Steinman took over Rav Schack’s responsibilities of leadership. He was then eighty years old! Despite the
foot that this task was huge and required enormous strength, Rav Olharon Leib graciously accepted this enormous
responsibility for the Klal It is known that Rav Chaim Konievsky Shlita refers many eomplex she'eilos to Rov
(horon Leib whom he is very close with and who lives neorby.

A Matter Of "Time"
Rav Ohoron Leib Steinman was the Rosh Yeshiva of Kfar Soba during World War II. These were hard
financiol times for the Yeshiva, and there was absolutely no money! The Yeshiva was not able to poy Rav Olharon
Leib's salary. Rov Qharon Leib lived in desperote poverty during this diffieult time.

Mony years before Rav Steinman wos settled in Eretz Yisroel, he lived in Lita (Lithuonio). During the
1930's, when times became difficult in Lito, Rov Steinmon eseaped to Switzerland in order to avoid having to join
the army. Rav Steinmon learned the woteh trade during this period of time that he wos living in Switzerlond.

Now, in Kfar Saba, Rov Qharon Leib took advantoge of
his previously acquired “skill"! He would fix watehes in order
to compensate for not getting poid from his position as Rosh
Yeshivo. This work was enough to help him cover the basie
needs of his family.
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Years later, when the yeshiva in Kfar Sabo’s financiol situation improved, they wanted
to give Rav Steinman "back poy". He refused to take any money. He had managed to get by
during those diffieult times by fixing wotehes...

A Good Diet...

Rov Qharon Leib's life is completely immersed in Torah. He lives with very, very little
Gashmiyus, and he lives in great simplicity. In fact, Rov Oharon Leib is known to sit on a
chair that does not even hove o back to it!

Rav Qhoron Leib eots very little each doy. Rav Elya Svei zt"[ once said about Rov
Oharon Leib, "Whatever o reqular person eats in one day, Rov Oharon Leib eots in thirty
days. What o requlor person learns in thirty days, Rav (haron Leib learns in one doy!!"

Rov Chaim Konievsky shlita. recently said that the Chazon Ish hod such reverence for
Rov Qharon Leib, who was much younger than him, that he used to eseort Rav Qharon Leib
to the door as Kavod haTorah for his outstonding Limud haTorah!
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Harav Chaim

s KMSM zt"[ shlita lives in Bnei Brak.
g , I ,J ‘ ? He began learning in Kollel Chazon Ish shortly

his marrioge to Batsheva Elyoshiv in 1951,
ond he continues to learn there to this day!
Reb Choim Kanievsky shlita is well known
worldwide for his Limud Hatorah and his
superior understanding, knowledge, and coreful
observance of all Mitzvos!

Born in Pinsk

A

Son of the Steipler
Goan zt"(

Rov Chaim Kanievsky is the son of the
Steipler Gaon, Reb Yoakov Yisroel Kanievsky

*?éﬁv'*' | zt"lL He is also the son in low of Rov (fosef

, Shalom Elyashiv, and he is the nephew of the

Married b é’@asﬁws Chazon Ish. Rov Chaim was born in 1928
nter Elisheva (5688) in the city of Pinsk. His father, the

o Steipler Gaon, was offered the position of
Rosh Yeshivoh in Novordok in Bnei Brak. He
departed from Pinsk with his family in 1934
and travelled by boot on a three week journey to
Eretz Yisroel They lived in elose proximity to
the Chazon Ish. This hod a very strong impoct
onRov Chaim and his entire family. Rav Chaim
merited to able to learn with the Chozon Ish on
Shabbos and Yom Tov as well as during some

hours of the week!




Rav Chaim learned in Yeshivah Tiferes Tzion in Bnei Brok, which was founded by the Chazon Ish. Gfter his
Bar Mitzvah, Rav Chaim began learning in the Lomza Yeshivah inPetach Tikvah. He became very elose with Rav
Elya Dushnitzer zt', the Mashgiach of the Yeshivah. When Rav Elyo was niftar, Rov Choim published o Sefer of
Rov Elya’s Chiddushim on Mussar and Gemaora. He colled the sefer "Sefer Nachalas Eliyohu’. Rov Chaim also |
heard Shiurim in Lomza Yeshivoh from Harav Shaeh zt'l and Horow Michel Yehudoh Lefhowitz zt'L

Rov Chaim married Batsheva, the doughter of Row Yosef Sholom Elyashiv zt'l, in 1951 (5712). They
settled in Bnei Brak shortly ofter their marriage, and Rav Choim learned in Kollel Chazon Ish. They eventually
settled into an apartment on Rechov Rashbam 23, right near the famous Lederman shul. Rov Chaim shlita still
lives therelThey raised eight children in this humble apartment. The Kanievskys also took in to their home a three
and o holf year old orphan. They raised him as their own child, and even married him off!

Roy Chaim is olways very careful to try and hove someone present who ean soy ‘Omen’ to all of his Brochos.
His Rebbetzin, Batsheva ah, would hoppily answer “Omen” to Rov Chaim's Birchos HaTorah and Birchos
HaShachar even though Rav Chaim davens very early in the morning!

Both Rav Chaim shlit"a and his Rebbetzin spent many howrs during the day with ‘Kabolas Hakahal', inviting
into their humble home throngs of people from all walks of life who were coming for oll kinds of help, odvice, and
Brachos! Rebbetzin Batshevo. Kanievsky a"h was so beloved by all women in Klal Yisroell She eared
for everyone so genuinely with her heart and soul. She davened for everyone who came
to meet her, and helped thousonds of women with her countless acts of
Chesed until her lost doys in this wotld. Rav Chaim shlita
is still busy with Kabolos Hokohal today. His daughter,
Rebbetzin Leah Kolodetski, receives all of the women who g/
come, just as her mother Rebbetzin Batsheva. o”'h had done ” 4
for so mony years! Y

Rav Chaoim possesses a love for writing seforim.
He acquired this unique offinity from his father, the



Steipler Goon, who taught him the importance of writing Chiddushei Torah so that it can
be shared with the next generation of Klol isroel He wrote “Kuntresim” even ot the young
age of 18 when he was learning in Lomzal Rav Chaim also spends a lot of time each doy
responding to hundreds of letters that are sent to him from all over the world. Rov Chaim's
son, R' itzehak Shaul, is eurrently working on eompiling more than 100,000 letters that
his father has answered over all the years. He is also putting together mony of Rav Chaim's
responses in o multi-volume sefer called "Daas Noteh.

Grasshoppers

Row Chaim Shlita was learning certain Halochos related to grasshoppers. Rav Chaim
felt that he needed to see o real live grasshopper in order to elarify o eertain Din. Surprisingly,
a short while loter, a grasshopper actuolly flew inside through the window of Rav Chaim
Kanievsky's study! The grasshopper was cought and Rov Chaim was able to examine it and
ascertain the Holochos that he was learning! Rebbetzin Kanievsky, who witnessed this story
happen, often said that this story stands out in her mind as one of the most outstanding
experiences thot she hod as being the Rebbetzin of Rav Chaim Konievsky.

Under Construction

Rov Chaim Shlita is deeply immersed in his Torah learning throughout the day. He
is completely oblivious to whot is going on around him when he is learning! Mony yeors
ago, o neighbor of the Kanievskys approached the Rebbetzin with a request. This neighbor
was planning to do construetion in their apartment, which would involve disturbance to the
neighbors from the noise of drilling. The neighbor asked Rebbetzin Konievsky when she
thinks it would be the best time to drill so as not to disturb Rov Chaim and the Rebbetzin.
Surprisingly, the Rebbetzin answered that the best time to drill would be when Rov Chaim is
learning! This is because he becomes so involved in his learning thot no noise eould possibly
distraet him.



However, the Rebbetzin asked. the neighbor not to drill during Rav Chaim's shott daily nap...

A Speciol Brocha

Rov Chaim Kanievsky would go each yeor to the Chazon Ish Matzah Bakery, where he would bake Matzos
for his family os well as for his father in low, Rov Elyashiv. Before departing to the bakery, Rav Chaim would ask
his Rebbetzin for a Brocha thot the Matzos should eome out good. One year, he forgot to ask the Rebbetzin for o
Brocha, and the Matzos did not come out good at all, with some halachic problems as well. Gfter that, Rav Chaim's
son, Reb Ovraham (eshayah, would moke sure to ask his mother for a Brocha before they left to the Matzah
Bakery, just in ease Rav Chaim forgot to ask! Since then, there were no problems with the Matzos.







3% 1T I

1943-207171




e = )T
5 35 H:g Inz

73’ B Harov Nosson
‘ TZVi, Fi."—ke[, zt"[ was born in 1943
& in Chicago, Illinois to Reb Eliyahu Meir and
e Sarah Finkel He wos named ofter his great
., | grondfather, the Qlter of Slobodko. The Qlter

of Slobodka woas one of the leaders of the
Mussar Movement in Ewrope and the founder
of the Chevron Yeshiva in Eretz Yisroel.

Born in Chicago; lllinos

Rov Nosson Tavi arrived in Eretz isroel

";:;-T\,'."@ at the age of 15 to spend the summer learning
| e Torah in his unele's Ueshiva, the Mir Ueshivo,
Learned by his Unole. heoded by Reb Leizer Yudel Finkel. That one

Reé Leizer é/W/ Finkel summer in Eretz Yisroel in 1958 stretehed on
_ _ for another 50 years, and produced a Gadol

e AT

boTorah that was so beloved by all Yidden
across the globe!

Qs a bochur, Rov Nosson Tzvi stayed. in
Reb Leizer udel Finkel's apartment. He merited
to absorb in his heart Reb Leizer Judel's intense
love for Torah and his unquenchable thirst for



learning and teaching Torah. Rav Nosson Tzvi once witnessed Reb Leizer Yudel awaken in the morning. The first
thing Reb Leizer udel did was go over to his bookease and. lovingly extend his arms over his set of Shas and kiss
their worn covers. This left an indelible impression on Rov Nosson Tzvi and sporked an outstandingly strong love
of Torah!

Rav Nosson Tzvi learned with greot intensity in the Bais Medrash of Mir Ueshiva. eighteen howrs o. day for
thirty years. He had many chavrusos, as everybody wanted to leorn with him!

In 1990, Rav Beinish Finkel, the Rosh (feshiva of Mir, was sadly taken from Klol Yisroel. The leadership
of the Ueshiva. was possed on to Rav Nosson Tazvi Finkel Rov Nosson Tzvi worked hard to build up the Ueshivo. He
troveled aeross the world to raise funds for the Ufeshivo. He oversaw new construetion and renovation of the (Jeshiva
buildings. He built up Mir Yeshiva to be the largest Yeshiva in the world, 8,000 talmidiml. Despite the lorge size
of the Yeshiva, Rov Nosson Tzvi maintained a personal relationship with each and every Talmid. He never forgot
anyone's name! Rav Nosson Tzvi's sudden petirah left the entire Klol Yisroel mourning. He was truly the father
of thousands upon thousonds of Talmidim who benefitted from his tremendous mesiras nefesh. for the building of
Torah. Rav Nosson Tzvi's son, Rav Leizer (udel Finkel, became the suceessor of his father's position, and eontinues
to lead the Mir Yeshiva in Yerusholoyim in his father's poth.

Wealth

Rov Nosson Tavi spent weeks and months each
year troveling around the world to eolleet funds for the
Mir Ueshiva. One time, a very wealthy businessman
osked Rov Nosson Tzvi an interesting question. He
wanted to know why Reb Nosson Tazvi built such
o giont institution thot is so hard to support. The
businessman remarked, “Oren’t 1000 students good
enough for you? Why do you hove 6,0007"

Rav Nosson Tavi replied, “T could ask you
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the same question. How much money do you have in your possession? One hundred million
dollars? Why aren't you satisfied with 5,00072.." Rov Nosson tzvi answered his own
question; "BECAUSE JUST AS (JOU WANT A LOT OF MONEY, I WANT a LOT
OF TOROH!!"

Sealed Rooms

In early 1991, Soddam Hussein was causing a lot of trouble in Eretz Yisroel He
was sending many seud missiles into Eretz Yisroel Upon hearing sirens, the residents of
Eretz Yisroel had to run for shelter into their sofe sealed rooms. One time, a siren went off
in Yerushaloyim. The Talmidim of Mir Yeshiva serambled to run into the sealed rooms. Of
course they were seared, and they were all reciting Tehillim throughout the sounding of the
siren. Suddenly, there was a knock on the door of the sealed room. When the Talmidim asked
who it was, the response was “Nosson Finkel".

The Rosh Yeshiva. left the sofety of his own home and rushed to toke o toxi over to
the Yeshiva. in order to be with his own talmidim. The talmidim were amozed and awed ot
their Rosh eshiva's concern for them. They were inspired by his own soerifice ot such a time
just to show his talmidim how much he cared for them!

Hoakoras Hatov

Q good friend of Rav Nosson Tzvi once made a. Sheva. Brachos for one of Rav Nosson
Tavi's sons. From thot day on, Rav Nosson Tzvi constanly showed this friend Hokoras Hotov
for "doing him such a big favor." Fifteen years loter, Rav Nosson Tzvi was still displaying
Hakaras Hatov to his old friend, Rabbi Yosef Halpern, for making him a. shevo. brachos for
his son! Qs diffieult as it was for him, Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel traveled to Bnei Brok to be
Menachem avel Robbi Halpern's children when they were sitting Shivah for their fother. Rav
Nosson Tzvi's Hakaras Hatov knew no bounds!






