
Each  יום כיפוריום כיפור,, a white  מלאךמלאך entered the  קדש קדשיםקדש קדשים together with שמעון הצדיקשמעון הצדיק,, and left with him. One year, a black  מלאךמלאך came and did not 
leave.  שמעון הצדיקשמעון הצדיק understood that he will be נפטרנפטר that year, and so it was.FUN FACT:

Alexander the Great, king of Greece - Alexander the Great, king of Greece - יוןיון, desired to conquer , desired to conquer 
the entire world. His battles were constantly victorious, so he the entire world. His battles were constantly victorious, so he 
was very confident and headed toward was very confident and headed toward ירושליםירושלים. . 
When When שמעון הצדיקשמעון הצדיק, the leader and, the leader and  כהן גדולכהן גדול of  of כלל ישראלכלל ישראל at the time,  at the time, 
heard that the Greeks were advancing toheard that the Greeks were advancing to  ירושליםירושלים, he donned , he donned 
thethe  בגדי כהונהבגדי כהונה. Followed by a delegation of . Followed by a delegation of תלמידי חכמיםתלמידי חכמים, he set out , he set out 
to greet the Greeks. to greet the Greeks. 
As soon as the Yidden neared the Greek army, Alexander As soon as the Yidden neared the Greek army, Alexander 
descended from his royal coach and bowed todescended from his royal coach and bowed to  הצדיק הצדיקשמעון   . .שמעון 
The Greek soldiers were very confused. Their mighty king is The Greek soldiers were very confused. Their mighty king is 
bowing to a Jewish leader!? Alexander explained as follows:bowing to a Jewish leader!? Alexander explained as follows:
“During each battle I triumph, I see an angel in the form of “During each battle I triumph, I see an angel in the form of 
this holy man before me. This angel guides me and helps me this holy man before me. This angel guides me and helps me 
win my battles.”win my battles.”

Shimon Hatzadik was one of the last members of the Anshei Kneses 
Hagdolah. 
He would often say: The world stands on [was created to fulfill] 
three things.
Torah  – Learning, Avodah – serving Hashem with Karbanos, and 
Chessed – doing acts of kindness.

הָיָה אוֹמֵר,  הַגְדוֹלָה. הוּא  כְנֶסֶת  יָרֵי  מִשְּׁ הָיָה  הַצַדִיק  מְעוֹן  הָיָה אוֹמֵר, שִׁ הַגְדוֹלָה. הוּא  כְנֶסֶת  יָרֵי  מִשְּׁ הָיָה  הַצַדִיק  מְעוֹן  שִׁ
ה דְבָרִים הָעוֹלָם עוֹמֵד, עַל הַתּוֹרָה וְעַל הָעֲבוֹדָה וְעַל  לשָׁ ה דְבָרִים הָעוֹלָם עוֹמֵד, עַל הַתּוֹרָה וְעַל הָעֲבוֹדָה וְעַל עַל שְׁ לשָׁ עַל שְׁ

גְמִילוּת חֲסָדִים:גְמִילוּת חֲסָדִים:
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:at all!FUN FACT  מחלוקתמחלוקת In his time, there was no  .יהודהיהודה  of נחלהנחלה in the ,סוכוסוכו  an official, in the city of ,אישאיש  because he was an איש סוכואיש סוכו  was called אנטיגנוסאנטיגנוס

DID YOU
KNOW?

 . .ביסוסביסוס and  and צדוקצדוק  named, named ,רשעיםרשעים  who were who were תלמידיםתלמידים  had two had two אנטיגנוסאנטיגנוס
They misconstrued his words, and let the false version They misconstrued his words, and let the false version 
spread. They claimed that since their spread. They claimed that since their רבירבי taught not to do  taught not to do מצוותמצוות  
for reward in for reward in עולם הבאעולם הבא, , it must be that there is no it must be that there is no עולם הבאעולם הבא! Many ! Many 
Jews were unfortunately influenced byJews were unfortunately influenced by  צדוקצדוק and  and ביסוסביסוס. They . They 
created two groups of created two groups of אפיקורסיםאפיקורסים, the , the צדוקיםצדוקים and and  ביסוסיםביסוסים, who only , who only 
followed the writtenfollowed the written  תורהתורה and did not accept the words of the  and did not accept the words of the 
 they sat in the dark and ate only , they sat in the dark and ate only ,שבתשבת  For example, on. For example, on .חכמיםחכמים
cold food, because it is written in the cold food, because it is written in the תורהתורה that one may not  that one may not 
light a fire on light a fire on שבתשבת. The . The חכמיםחכמים teach us that there are ways to  teach us that there are ways to 
have light and heat from before have light and heat from before שבתשבת, but they did not accept , but they did not accept 
that. Until today, we have a that. Until today, we have a מנהגמנהג to eat a hot food on the day  to eat a hot food on the day 
ofof  שבתשבת  because we want to show that we are true Jews who because we want to show that we are true Jews who 
follow the follow the חכמיםחכמים!!

Antignus from Socho learned from Shimon HaTzaddik. He used to 
say: Do not be like servants who serve the master for the purpose 
of receiving even a token reward. Rather, be like the servants who 
serve the master not for the sake of receiving even a token reward. 
And [nonetheless], let awe of Heaven be upon you, [even when 
serving Hashem out of love].

דִיק. הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר,  מְעוֹן הַצַּ ל מִשִׁ דִיק. הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר, אַנְטִיגְנוֹס אִישׁ סוֹכוֹ קִבֵּ מְעוֹן הַצַּ ל מִשִׁ אַנְטִיגְנוֹס אִישׁ סוֹכוֹ קִבֵּ
רָס,  ל פְּ ין אֶת הָרַב עַל מְנָת לְקַבֵּ מְשִׁ הְיוּ כַעֲבָדִים הַמְשַׁ רָס, אַל תִּ ל פְּ ין אֶת הָרַב עַל מְנָת לְקַבֵּ מְשִׁ הְיוּ כַעֲבָדִים הַמְשַׁ אַל תִּ
ל  לאֹ עַל מְנָת לְקַבֵּ ין אֶת הָרַב שֶׁ מְשִׁ ל אֶלָא הֱווּ כַעֲבָדִים הַמְשַׁ לאֹ עַל מְנָת לְקַבֵּ ין אֶת הָרַב שֶׁ מְשִׁ אֶלָא הֱווּ כַעֲבָדִים הַמְשַׁ

מַיִם עֲלֵיכֶם: רָס, וִיהִי מוֹרָא שָׁ מַיִם עֲלֵיכֶם:פְּ רָס, וִיהִי מוֹרָא שָׁ פְּ
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 and dealt with political and יוסי בן יועזריוסי בן יועזר was נשיאנשיא Here the .זוגותזוגות as a pair - known as בנ"יבנ"י to lead תנאיםתנאים were the first  יוסי בן יוחנןיוסי בן יוחנן and יוסי בן יועזריוסי בן יועזר
financial issues. יוסי בן יוחנןיוסי בן יוחנן,, the אב בית דיןאב בית דין, was in charge of the Halachic matters.FUN FACT:

צרורות איש  צרורותיקום  איש  יועזר the nephew of , the nephew of ,יקום  בן  יועזריוסי  בן   was riding his horse , was riding his horse ,יוסי 
onon  שבתשבת and saw the Greeks carrying a beam on which they  and saw the Greeks carrying a beam on which they 
intended to hang intended to hang יועזר בן  יועזריוסי  בן  צרורות  When. When .יוסי  איש  צרורותיקום  איש   saw this, he  saw this, he יקום 
said mockingly. “Look at the horse I’m riding on! I did every-said mockingly. “Look at the horse I’m riding on! I did every-
thing thing my heart desired and followed my thing thing my heart desired and followed my תאוותתאוות, while you , while you 
sweated over the sweated over the תורהתורה and  and מצוותמצוות all your life. Now, look at my  all your life. Now, look at my 
prestige, and see your own fate.”prestige, and see your own fate.”
 If this is the  - If this is the - אם כך לעושי רצונו קל וחומר למכעיסיואם כך לעושי רצונו קל וחומר למכעיסיו““ ,responded,  responded יוסי בן יועזריוסי בן יועזר
punishment that the people do Hashem’s will get, how much punishment that the people do Hashem’s will get, how much 
more so for those who anger Him.”more so for those who anger Him.”
 and  and תשובהתשובה  He did a completeHe did a complete . .מוסרמוסר accepted the  accepted the יקום איש צרורותיקום איש צרורות
brought the brought the ארבע מיתותארבע מיתות  בית דיןבית דין upon himself. At the moment his  upon himself. At the moment his 
nephew’s soul left him, which was minutes before his own ex-nephew’s soul left him, which was minutes before his own ex-
ecution,ecution,  ר’ יוסי בן יועזרר’ יוסי בן יועזר proclaimed proclaimed “ “בשעה קלה קדמוני לגן עדןבשעה קלה קדמוני לגן עדן”” – He pre- – He pre-
ceded me inceded me in  גן עדןגן עדן by a brief moment. by a brief moment.

Yosei Ben Yoezer of Tzereida and Yosei Ben Yochonan  of 
Yerushalayim received the teachings of Torah from Antignus from 
Socho and his Bais Din. Yosei Ben Yoezer of Tzereida says: Let your 
house be a meeting place for Chachamim. Sit in the dust of their 
feet – and learn from them and drink their words with thirst.

לוּ מֵהֶם. יוֹסֵי  לַיִם קִבְּ ן יוֹחָנָן אִישׁ יְרוּשָׁ ן יוֹעֶזֶר אִישׁ צְרֵדָה וְיוֹסֵי בֶּ לוּ מֵהֶם. יוֹסֵי יוֹסֵי בֶּ לַיִם קִבְּ ן יוֹחָנָן אִישׁ יְרוּשָׁ ן יוֹעֶזֶר אִישׁ צְרֵדָה וְיוֹסֵי בֶּ יוֹסֵי בֶּ

ק  ית וַעַד לַחֲכָמִים, וֶהֱוֵי מִתְאַבֵּ ק בֶן יוֹעֶזֶר אִישׁ צְרֵדָה אוֹמֵר, יְהִי בֵיתְךָ בֵּ ית וַעַד לַחֲכָמִים, וֶהֱוֵי מִתְאַבֵּ בֶן יוֹעֶזֶר אִישׁ צְרֵדָה אוֹמֵר, יְהִי בֵיתְךָ בֵּ

עֲפַר רַגְלֵיהֶם, וֶהֱוֵי שׁוֹתֶה בַצָמָא אֶת דִבְרֵיהֶם: עֲפַר רַגְלֵיהֶם, וֶהֱוֵי שׁוֹתֶה בַצָמָא אֶת דִבְרֵיהֶם:בַּ בַּ
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 a man with everything, meaning a man with full ,”איש כלאיש כל“ can be read as אשכלאשכל a grape cluster. The word ,אשכלאשכל  was called an יוסי בן יוחנןיוסי בן יוחנן
knowledge of תורהתורה  , with יראת שמיםיראת שמים, and with perfect מדותמדות.

Not much is known about the life ofNot much is known about the life of  יוחנן בן  יוחנןיוסי  בן   ,It is known, . It is known .יוסי 

however, that during this time the first however, that during this time the first מחלוקתמחלוקת arose in  arose in בנ”יבנ”י. . 

Until now, Until now, תורהתורה was learned on the level of the times of  was learned on the level of the times of משהמשה  

 , ,בנ”יבנ”י Sadly, as the Greek culture infiltrated the homes of . Sadly, as the Greek culture infiltrated the homes of .רבינורבינו

the sharpness of the people’s minds weakened, and the first the sharpness of the people’s minds weakened, and the first 

  ,,יוסי בן יוחנןיוסי בן יוחנן and , and ,נשיא, יוסי בן יועזרנשיא, יוסי בן יועזר came about between the  came about between the מחלוקתמחלוקת

the the אב בית דיןאב בית דין. The question was if. The question was if  סמיכהסמיכה, an act that is part of , an act that is part of 

bringing a bringing a קרבןקרבן, should be performed on, should be performed on  יום טוביום טוב. This . This מחלוקתמחלוקת car- car-

ried on through the generations, until the times of ried on through the generations, until the times of הללהלל and  and 

..שמאישמאי

Yosei ben Yochanan, of Yerushalayim, says: Let your house be open 
wide, treat the poor as members of your household, and do not overdo 
light conversation with your wife. They said this even about one’s own 
wife, so surely it applies to someone else’s wife. Therefore, the Cha-
chamim said: Anyone who overdoes light conversation with his wife 
causes evil to himself, neglects learning Torah, and will eventually be 
given Gehinom.

ים  תוּחַ לִרְוָחָה, וְיִהְיוּ עֲנִיִּ לַיִם אוֹמֵר, יְהִי בֵיתְךָ פָּ ן יוֹחָנָן אִישׁ יְרוּשָׁ ים יוֹסֵי בֶּ תוּחַ לִרְוָחָה, וְיִהְיוּ עֲנִיִּ לַיִם אוֹמֵר, יְהִי בֵיתְךָ פָּ ן יוֹחָנָן אִישׁ יְרוּשָׁ יוֹסֵי בֶּ

וָחֹמֶר  קַל  אָמְרוּ,  תּוֹ  אִשְׁ בְּ ה.  הָאִשָּׁ עִם  יחָה  שִׂ ה  רְבֶּ תַּ וְאַל  בֵיתֶךָ,  נֵי  וָחֹמֶר בְּ קַל  אָמְרוּ,  תּוֹ  אִשְׁ בְּ ה.  הָאִשָּׁ עִם  יחָה  שִׂ ה  רְבֶּ תַּ וְאַל  בֵיתֶךָ,  נֵי  בְּ

יחָה עִם  ה שִׂ אָדָם מַרְבֶּ זְמַן שֶׁ ל  כָּ אן אָמְרוּ חֲכָמִים,  ת חֲבֵרוֹ. מִכָּ אֵשֶׁ יחָה עִם בְּ ה שִׂ אָדָם מַרְבֶּ זְמַן שֶׁ ל  כָּ אן אָמְרוּ חֲכָמִים,  ת חֲבֵרוֹ. מִכָּ אֵשֶׁ בְּ

ם: יהִנָּ בְרֵי תוֹרָה, וְסוֹפוֹ יוֹרֵשׁ גֵּ ה, גּוֹרֵם רָעָה לְעַצְמוֹ, וּבוֹטֵל מִדִּ ם:הָאִשָּׁ יהִנָּ בְרֵי תוֹרָה, וְסוֹפוֹ יוֹרֵשׁ גֵּ ה, גּוֹרֵם רָעָה לְעַצְמוֹ, וּבוֹטֵל מִדִּ הָאִשָּׁ
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 pardoned him before שמעון בן שטחשמעון בן שטח only after ירושליםירושלים  He returned to .חכמיםחכמים killed the ינאיינאי  המלךהמלך when ,מצריםמצרים fled to Alexandria in יהושע בן פרחיהיהושע בן פרחיה
the king. FUN FACT:

פרחיה בן  פרחיהיהושע  בן    so badly didn’t want to accept the position as יהושע 

 he rejected any challenging ,נשיאנשיא Yet, once he became .נשיאנשיא

to his position.

יהושע בן פרחיהיהושע בן פרחיה -anyone who ad ,נשיאנשיא said – “Before I became ר’ר’ 

vised me to assume leadership, I would have tied him up 

and placed him before a lion. Yet now, once I am a נשיאנשיא, I will 

dump a kettle of boiling water over anyone who tells me to 

step down.” Even a תנאתנא who had a hard time accepting lead-

ership couldn’t relinquish the position after he was in a place 

of prestige. The גמראגמרא states, שהגדולה קשה היא להעלותה וכשם שקשהשהגדולה קשה היא להעלותה וכשם שקשה היאהיא 

 Prominence is challenging to accept. Just .להעלותה כך קשה להורידןלהעלותה כך קשה להורידן

like it is hard to accept it, so is it hard to step down from.

Yehoshua the son of Perachia says: 
Make for yourself a teacher,
Acquire for yourself a friend
And judge every person favorably.

ל  כָּ וֶהֱוֵי דָן אֶת  וּקְנֵה לְךָ חָבֵר,  ה לְךָ רַב,  רַחְיָה אוֹמֵר, עֲשֵׂ פְּ ן  בֶּ עַ  ל יְהוֹשֻׁ כָּ וֶהֱוֵי דָן אֶת  וּקְנֵה לְךָ חָבֵר,  ה לְךָ רַב,  רַחְיָה אוֹמֵר, עֲשֵׂ פְּ ן  בֶּ עַ  יְהוֹשֻׁ

הָאָדָם לְכַף זְכוּתהָאָדָם לְכַף זְכוּת
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 near ,,הרהר  ארבלארבל and is buried on , ,גלילגליל near the ,,ארבלארבל He came from the city called .זוגותזוגות as part of the ,סנהדריןסנהדרין in אב בית דיןאב בית דין  was the נתאי הארבלינתאי הארבלי
the קברקבר of דינהדינה,, the sister of the שבטיםשבטים.FUN FACT:

DID YOU
KNOW?

הורקנוס הורקנוסיוחנן  -was the Jewish king at this time. He was a righ יוחנן 
teous man for most of his life. Unfortunately, his sons were 
not so righteous and became close to the צדוקיםצדוקים, the group of 
Jews who strayed. יוחנן הורקנוסיוחנן הורקנוס thought he would befriend the 

 and then convince his sons to return to the ways of the ,צדוקיםצדוקים

 ,His plan failed, and instead of bringing his sons back .תורהתורה
הורקנוס הורקנוסיוחנן   himself! All those years of being a צדוקיצדוקי became a יוחנן 

 .רשעיםרשעים was not enough to keep him righteous among the צדיקצדיק
He ended up becoming so evil that he persecuted the חכמיםחכמים, 
and they had to run away or hide. הארבליהארבלי  warns us not to נתאינתאי 
become friends with רשעיםרשעים, because even a צדיקצדיק can turn into 
a רשערשע that way!

Nittai of Arbel says: Keep distant from a bad neighbor, do not be 
friends with a wicked person, and do not give up [on the possibility] of 
punishment

וְאַל  לָרָשָׁע,  תִּתְחַבֵּר  וְאַל  רָע,  מִשָּׁכֵן  הַרְחֵק  אוֹמֵר,  הָאַרְבֵּלִי  וְאַל נִתַּאי  לָרָשָׁע,  תִּתְחַבֵּר  וְאַל  רָע,  מִשָּׁכֵן  הַרְחֵק  אוֹמֵר,  הָאַרְבֵּלִי  נִתַּאי 
תִּתְיָאֵשׁ מִן הַפֻּרְעָנוּתתִּתְיָאֵשׁ מִן הַפֻּרְעָנוּת

)משנה א:ז()משנה א:ז(

תלמיד של יוסי בן
יועזר, יוסי בן יוחנן

 נתאי
הארבלי
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After he once erred in a ruling, causing the execution of a צדוקיצדוקי, :FUN FACT..שמעון בן שטחשמעון בן שטח  upon himself never to rule without  מקבלמקבל was  יהודה בן טבאייהודה בן טבאי

DID YOU
KNOW?

Like  יהושע בן פרחיהיהושע בן פרחיה  before him,  יהודה בן טבאייהודה בן טבאי did not want to assume 
any position of leadership. He fled to Alexandria, in מצריםמצרים (this 
was a city with a large and flourishing Jewish population), 
to avoid being crowned as the נשיאנשיא . Yet, the people in ירושליםירושלים 

wished he would take on the title. They wrote a letter to 
בן טבאיבן טבאי  When he read .נשיאותנשיאות begging him to accept the ,יהודהיהודה 
the letter, טבאיטבאי בןבן   ירושליםירושלים realized how much the Jews of יהודהיהודה 
desired his leadership. Reluctantly, he boarded a ship and 
returned to ירושליםירושלים as the נשיאנשיא. Once טבאיטבאי בןבן   assumed יהודהיהודה 
leadership, he refused to give it up. just like יהושעיהושע בןבן פרחיהפרחיה.

Yehudah ben Tabbai says: Do not make yourself like the legal 
counselors. And when litigants stand before you [for  judgement], they 
should [both] be as guilty in your eyes. But when they depart from you 
[after judgement], they should [both] be virtuous in your eyes, since 
they have accepted the verdict on themselves.

יְהוּדָה בֶן טַבַּאי וְשִׁמְעוֹן בֶּן שָׁטַח קִבְּלוּ מֵהֶם. יְהוּדָה בֶּן טַבַּאי אוֹמֵר, יְהוּדָה בֶן טַבַּאי וְשִׁמְעוֹן בֶּן שָׁטַח קִבְּלוּ מֵהֶם. יְהוּדָה בֶּן טַבַּאי אוֹמֵר, 
לְפָנֶיךָ,  דִינִין עוֹמְדִים  בַּעֲלֵי  וּכְשֶׁיִּהְיוּ  הַדַּיָּנִין.  כְּעוֹרְכֵי  עַצְמְךָ  תַּעַשׂ  לְפָנֶיךָ, אַל  דִינִין עוֹמְדִים  בַּעֲלֵי  וּכְשֶׁיִּהְיוּ  הַדַּיָּנִין.  כְּעוֹרְכֵי  עַצְמְךָ  תַּעַשׂ  אַל 
כְּזַכָּאִין,  בְעֵינֶךָ  יִהְיוּ  מִלְּפָנֶיךָ,  וּכְשֶׁנִּפְטָרִים  כִּרְשָׁעִים.  בְעֵינֶיךָ  כְּזַכָּאִין, יִהְיוּ  בְעֵינֶךָ  יִהְיוּ  מִלְּפָנֶיךָ,  וּכְשֶׁנִּפְטָרִים  כִּרְשָׁעִים.  בְעֵינֶיךָ  יִהְיוּ 

כְּשֶׁקִּבְּלוּ עֲלֵיהֶם אֶת הַדִּין:כְּשֶׁקִּבְּלוּ עֲלֵיהֶם אֶת הַדִּין:

)משנה א:ח()משנה א:ח(

תלמיד של יהושע בן 
פרחי', נתאי הארבלי

 יהודה
בן טבאי
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 When the king decided to kill out all of .אלכסנדר ינאיאלכסנדר ינאי  ,had a sister named Shlomtzion who was married to the Jewish king שמעון בן שטחשמעון בן שטח
the חכמיםחכמים,, she helped שמעון בן שטחשמעון בן שטח hide, so he was saved.FUN FACT:

 used to make a livelihood in the flax business. His שמעון בן שטח

 advised him to stop this business, and they would go buy תלמידים

him a donkey. They traveled and chose a donkey from an Arab 

dealer. When they arrived at home, they reexamined the donkey 

they had just bought. Suddenly, one of the תלמידים noticed a 

diamond hanging from the neck of the donkey! They brought the 

donkey with the diamond to שמעון בן שטח with joy, saying, “Rebbi, 

now you will never have to work again!” But שמעון בן שטח ordered 

the תלמידים to return the diamond, saying, “Even though the הלכה 

says that we can keep this precious find, think of the ’קידוש ה we 

can create if you go return the diamond to the Arab!” The תלמידים 

traveled back to Ashkelon to find the Arab dealer. They gave him 

back his precious diamond. When the Arab saw this, he cried out 

and bentched ’ה!

Shimon ben Shetach says: Investigate the witnesses [at court] thor-
oughly, and be careful with what you say, maybe they will learn from 
[your words] how to lie [and win the case].

זָהִיר  וֶהֱוֵי  הָעֵדִים,  אֶת  לַחֲקוֹר  מַרְבֶּה  הֱוֵי  אוֹמֵר,  שָׁטַח  בֶּן  זָהִיר שִׁמְעוֹן  וֶהֱוֵי  הָעֵדִים,  אֶת  לַחֲקוֹר  מַרְבֶּה  הֱוֵי  אוֹמֵר,  שָׁטַח  בֶּן  שִׁמְעוֹן 
בִּדְבָרֶיךָ, שֶׁמָּא מִתּוֹכָם יִלְמְדוּ לְשַׁקֵּר:בִּדְבָרֶיךָ, שֶׁמָּא מִתּוֹכָם יִלְמְדוּ לְשַׁקֵּר:

)משנה א:ט()משנה א:ט(

תלמיד של יהושע בן 
פרחי', נתאי הארבלי

 שמעון
בן שטח

DID YOU
KNOW?
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:FUN FACT.גלותגלות  into  עשרת השבטיםעשרת השבטים  who  led  the  אשוראשור the king of ,,סנחירבסנחירב was a convert, grandchild of שמעיהשמעיה

DID YOU
KNOW?

 They were very respected .צדיקיםצדיקים were tremendous ,אבטליוןאבטליון and שמעיהשמעיה 

by the חכמיםחכמים and the rest of כלל ישראלכלל ישראל, even pafter they passed away, 

as is demonstrated in the following story: 

One of the תנאיםתנאים of the later generations made an offensive and 

critical remark about שמעיהשמעיה and אבטליוןאבטליון after they were נפטרנפטר. The תנאתנא 

was immediately put into חרםחרם.  means excommunication; it is ’’חרם’ חרם’ 

a very harsh state, in which the person cannot even be spoken 

to or be counted as the tenth person in a מניןמנין. When this תנאתנא was 

 as a ,סקילהסקילה symbolically performing ,קברקבר they put a stone in his ,נפטרנפטר

punishment for slighting the honor of such great צדיקיםצדיקים.

Shmaya and Avtalyon received the teachings of the Torah from Nittai 
of Arbel and Shimon ben Shetach.

Shmaya says: Love work, Hate positions of power, and do not become 
friendly with those in power.

לָאכָה,  הַמְּ אֶת  אֱהֹב  אוֹמֵר,  מַעְיָה  שְׁ מֵהֶם.  לוּ  קִבְּ וְאַבְטַלְיוֹן  מַעְיָה  לָאכָה, שְׁ הַמְּ אֶת  אֱהֹב  אוֹמֵר,  מַעְיָה  שְׁ מֵהֶם.  לוּ  קִבְּ וְאַבְטַלְיוֹן  מַעְיָה  שְׁ

ע לָרָשׁוּת: תְוַדַּ נוּת, וְאַל תִּ נָא אֶת הָרַבָּ ע לָרָשׁוּת:וּשְׂ תְוַדַּ נוּת, וְאַל תִּ נָא אֶת הָרַבָּ וּשְׂ

)משנה א:י()משנה א:י(

תלמיד של יהודה בן טבאי, 
שמעון בן שטח

שמעיה
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 which means 'child' in Aramaic. In his position as a leader, , he acted as ,” ,”טליאטליא““  father - and - ""אבאב"" s name derives from the words’’אבטליוןאבטליון
a father to the young orphans.

 Though they were .שמעי’השמעי’ה  ,his colleague ,,נשיאנשיא along with the בנ”יבנ”י led אבטליוןאבטליון

 Every year, on .כללכלל ישראלישראל and well respected by צדיקיםצדיקים they were great ,גריםגרים

 emerged כהן גדולכהן גדול of the day, the עבודהעבודה after performing the special ,יום כפוריום כפור

from the המקדש המקדשבית   and a crowd of Jews would escort him home. One ,בית 

year, the כהן גדולכהן גדול was enjoying the כבודכבוד a bit too much. He started feeling 

haughty about his position. On his way home, שמעי’השמעי’ה and אבטליוןאבטליון arrived 

to give the גדולגדול  the ,צדיקיםצדיקים As soon as they noticed these great .ברכהברכה a כהןכהן 

Jews, who had picked up on the  כהן גדולכהן גדול’s arrogance, immediately changed 

course and walked behind שמעי’השמעי’ה and אבטליוןאבטליון instead! The כהןכהן גדולגדול was full of 

jealousy. After שמעי’השמעי’ה and אבטליוןאבטליון gave him a ברכהברכה, the כהןכהן גדולגדול returned with a 

demeaning ברכהברכה that hinted to the fact that they were גריםגרים. The two sages 

humbly gave the כהןכהן גדולגדול rebuke for mocking חכמיםחכמים, and the כהןכהן גדולגדול realized 

his mistake. Such was the level of these holy צדיקיםצדיקים!

Avtalyon says: Chachamim, watch your words, because you may 
become liable to be exiled, and you will be exiled to a place of ‘bitter 
waters’ (ideas that could damage the mind), and the students who 
follow you will drink it and die [spiritually], and cause that the Name of 
Hashem be desecrated.

גָּלוּת  שֶׁמָּא תָחוֹבוּ חוֹבַת  בְּדִבְרֵיכֶם,  הִזָּהֲרוּ  חֲכָמִים,  גָּלוּת אַבְטַלְיוֹן אוֹמֵר,  שֶׁמָּא תָחוֹבוּ חוֹבַת  בְּדִבְרֵיכֶם,  הִזָּהֲרוּ  חֲכָמִים,  אַבְטַלְיוֹן אוֹמֵר, 
אַחֲרֵיכֶם  הַבָּאִים  הַתַּלְמִידִים  וְיִשְׁתּוּ  הָרָעִים,  מַיִם  לִמְקוֹם  אַחֲרֵיכֶם וְתִגְלוּ  הַבָּאִים  הַתַּלְמִידִים  וְיִשְׁתּוּ  הָרָעִים,  מַיִם  לִמְקוֹם  וְתִגְלוּ 

וְיָמוּתוּ, וְנִמְצָא שֵׁם שָׁמַיִם מִתְחַלֵּל:וְיָמוּתוּ, וְנִמְצָא שֵׁם שָׁמַיִם מִתְחַלֵּל:

)משנה א:יא()משנה א:יא(

תלמיד של יהודה בן טבאי, 
שמעון בן שטח

אבטליון
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DID YOU
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No person found in the עזרהעזרה of the בית המקדשבית המקדש , on ערב פסחערב פסח – when the most  Yidden were in the בית המקדשבית המקדש – was like him in ענוהענוה and יראתיראת 
!!שמיםשמים

מהללאלמהללאל בןבן   .חכמיםחכמים together with many younger סנהדריןסנהדרין served on the עקביאעקביא 

There were four  הלכותהלכות in which he disagreed with the פסקפסק of the חכמיםחכמים, 

because he remembered that the majority of the חכמיםחכמים of the previous 

generation ruled differently. רר’ עקיבאעקיבא said, “Retract your פסקפסק of these הלכותהלכות, 

and you will be appointed as the אב בית דיןאב בית דין. However,  עקביא בן מהללאלעקביא בן מהללאל refused. 

He declared, “I would rather be called a שוטהשוטה – a fool, than being a רשערשע 

before ‘הה for even one moment, so people shouldn’t say that I changed 

my opinion for power!”!”

It is written about עקביא בן מהללאלעקביא בן מהללאל that in the עזרהעזרה of the ביתבית המקדשהמקדש, during 

the slautering of the פסחפסח  when most Jews are there - no person - קרבןקרבן 

could be found that was greater than him in humility and יראתיראת חטאחטא.

Akavia ben Mehalalel says: Look at three things, and you will not come into the 

grip of sin: Know from where you came, To where you are going, And before 

Whom you are destined to give a judgement and accounting. Where did you 

come from? From a spoiled drop. Where are you going? To a place of dust, 

worms, and maggots. And before Whom are destined to give a judgement and 

accounting? Before the Supreme King of kings, Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

לִידֵי  בָּא  אַתָּה  וְאֵין  דְּבָרִים  בִּשְׁלֹשָׁה  הִסְתַּכֵּל  אוֹמֵר,  מַהֲלַלְאֵל  בֶּן  לִידֵי עֲקַבְיָא  בָּא  אַתָּה  וְאֵין  דְּבָרִים  בִּשְׁלֹשָׁה  הִסְתַּכֵּל  אוֹמֵר,  מַהֲלַלְאֵל  בֶּן  עֲקַבְיָא 
עֲבֵרָה. דַּע מֵאַיִן בָּאתָ וּלְאָן אַתָּה הוֹלֵךְ וְלִפְנֵי מִי אַתָּה עָתִיד לִתֵּן דִּין וְחֶשְׁבּוֹן. עֲבֵרָה. דַּע מֵאַיִן בָּאתָ וּלְאָן אַתָּה הוֹלֵךְ וְלִפְנֵי מִי אַתָּה עָתִיד לִתֵּן דִּין וְחֶשְׁבּוֹן. 
מֵאַיִן בָּאתָ - מִטִּפָּה סְרוּחָה, וּלְאָן אַתָּה הוֹלֵךְ - לִמְקוֹם עָפָר רִמָּה וְתוֹלֵעָה, מֵאַיִן בָּאתָ - מִטִּפָּה סְרוּחָה, וּלְאָן אַתָּה הוֹלֵךְ - לִמְקוֹם עָפָר רִמָּה וְתוֹלֵעָה, 
הַקָּדוֹשׁ  הַמְּלָכִים  מַלְכֵי  מֶלֶךְ  לִפְנֵי   - וְחֶשְׁבּוֹן  דִּין  לִתֵּן  עָתִיד  אַתָּה  מִי  הַקָּדוֹשׁ וְלִפְנֵי  הַמְּלָכִים  מַלְכֵי  מֶלֶךְ  לִפְנֵי   - וְחֶשְׁבּוֹן  דִּין  לִתֵּן  עָתִיד  אַתָּה  מִי  וְלִפְנֵי 

בָּרוּךְ הוּאבָּרוּךְ הוּא

)משנה ג:א()משנה ג:א(

תלמיד של יהודה בן טבאי, 
שמעון בן שטח

 עקביא בן
מהללאל
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A heavenly voice once pronounced that הלל הזקןהלל הזקן had merited to have been a נביאנביא; however, the shortcomings of his generation 
prevented that from happening.FUN FACT:

 s tolerance and understanding personality were renowned. One’הללהלל

Friday afternoon, as הללהלל was busily preparing for שבתשבת, a man came to 

his door and demanded to speak with him. הללהלל calmly went to speak 
with his visitor to find out what was so urgent. The man related a ques-
tion: Why were Babylonians’ heads unusually round? Without miss-

ing a beat, הללהלל answered that the unusual shape of their heads was 
due to improper care by midwives. The man left, seemingly satisfied. 
A few minutes later, though, he was back, once again with an all-im-

portant query about the squinted eyes of the residents of Tadmur. הללהלל 
answered him and he left. After the third question and another even-

keeled response from הללהלל, the man became very upset. He told הללהלל that 

he had bet his friend four hundred zuz that he could get הללהלל upset. 

Now, he would lose four hundred zuz!  הללהלל smiled and said, “Better you 
lose four hundred zuz than I get upset.”

Hillel would often say: If I do not [try to] help myself, who [will do so] 
for me? If I am selfish and only help myself, what am I [worth]? And 
if I do not [do what I should] now, when [will I do it]?

הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר, אִם אֵין אֲנִי לִי, מִי לִי. וּכְשֶׁאֲנִי לְעַצְמִי, מָה אֲנִי. וְאִם הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר, אִם אֵין אֲנִי לִי, מִי לִי. וּכְשֶׁאֲנִי לְעַצְמִי, מָה אֲנִי. וְאִם 
לֹא עַכְשָׁיו, אֵימָתָי:לֹא עַכְשָׁיו, אֵימָתָי:

)משנה א:יד()משנה א:יד(

תלמיד שלתלמיד של
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 on Sunday, but when he found a better cow on Monday he would שבתשבת all week. He would buy a good cow for לכבוד שבתלכבוד שבת ate שמאישמאי 
buy it and eat the cow from Sunday. So it was the whole week.FUN FACT:

A non-Jew came to שמאישמאי asking to be מתגיירמתגייר, so he can learn תורהתורה שבכתבשבכתב. 

when שמאישמאי heard his request, he dismissed him with fury. When he 

went to הללהלל with the same request,  הללהלל showed him how a Yid can’t 

live without תורהתורה שבעלשבעל פה, and he converted. 

When another non-Jew came to שמאישמאי,  and wanted to convert and be 

taught the entire תורהתורה ‘on one foot’, שמאישמאי threw a stick at him, but הללהלל 
found a way to draw him close. A third non-Jew wanted to convert 

so he can be כהןכהן גדולגדול. Again, שמאישמאי dismissed him, while הללהלל patiently ex-

plained to him all the הלכותהלכות, and eventually, he became a גרגר.. 

After he became a גרגר, he was so חשובחשוב and equal to הללהלל and שמאישמאי. The גרגר 

later said while the strictness of שמאישמאי turned him away, the ענוהענוה of הללהלל 

brought him close to ‘הה.

Shammai says: Make your torah [learning] a permanent thing. Say 
little and do a lot, and greet every person with a cheerful face.

שַׁמַּאי אוֹמֵר, עֲשֵׂה תוֹרָתְךָ קֶבַע. אֱמֹר מְעַט וַעֲשֵׂה הַרְבֵּה, וֶהֱוֵי מְקַבֵּל שַׁמַּאי אוֹמֵר, עֲשֵׂה תוֹרָתְךָ קֶבַע. אֱמֹר מְעַט וַעֲשֵׂה הַרְבֵּה, וֶהֱוֵי מְקַבֵּל 
אֶת כָּל הָאָדָם בְּסֵבֶר פָּנִים יָפוֹת:אֶת כָּל הָאָדָם בְּסֵבֶר פָּנִים יָפוֹת:

)משנה א:טו()משנה א:טו(

תלמיד שלתלמיד של
שמעי'ה ואבטליוןשמעי'ה ואבטליון
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From the days of משהמשה  until the days of רבןרבן  גמליאלגמליאל,, the Torah was only learnt while standing. When רבןרבן  גמליאלגמליאל was נפטרנפטר a weakness came 
onto the world, and Jews started learning while sitting, because they were no longer able to stand while learning.FUN FACT:

   .was in charge of answering difficult questions ,נשיאנשיא as the , ,רבן גמליאלרבן גמליאל
The following incident illustrates his brilliance and sharp analysis: 
The king asked his servants to prepare the קרבן פסחקרבן פסח for him. The royal 
order did not specify whether the animal for the קרבןקרבן should be a 
young goat, or a lamb. The servants decided to just slaughter both, 
and let the king and queen decide. The question arose whether the 
king and queen can consider any of the two animals to be the קרבןקרבן פסחפסח. 
They went to ask גמליאלגמליאל  pondered the question and the נשיאנשיא The .רבןרבן 
habits of royalty. He decided that since kings and queens are always 
served by servants, and have a variety of different foods, they are not 
so particular about if they are eating a goat or lamb, or if it is fatty or 
lean. However, ordinary people, who carefully choose their animals, 
really care which animal they bring for קרבן פסחקרבן פסח.. Therefore, he ruled, if 
this case would involve simple people, none of the animals would be 
fit to use for the  קרבןקרבן  פסחפסח, but for the royal family, both would be valid.

Rabban Gamliel would say: Appoint for yourself a teacher [to] remove 
yourself from uncertainty, and do not give too much Ma’aser because 
of estimating

רַבָּן גַּמְלִיאֵל הָיָה אוֹמֵר, עֲשֵׂה לְךָ רַב, וְהִסְתַּלֵּק מִן הַסָּפֵק, וְאַל תַּרְבֶּה רַבָּן גַּמְלִיאֵל הָיָה אוֹמֵר, עֲשֵׂה לְךָ רַב, וְהִסְתַּלֵּק מִן הַסָּפֵק, וְאַל תַּרְבֶּה 
לְעַשֵּׂר אֳמָדוֹת:לְעַשֵּׂר אֳמָדוֹת:

)משנה א:טז()משנה א:טז(

נשיא ממשפחת הלל הזקן

 רבן גמליאל
הזקן
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Some say that בןבן  האהא  האהא was the non-Jew who asked הללהלל  to teach him the entire תורהתורה on one foot, and converted upon hearing הללהלל’’s 
answer..

FUN FACT:

 at a time when it was dangerous to do so. The גרגר became a בן הא האבן הא הא

name  בן הא האבן הא הא isn’t his real name, but a pseudonym that he went by 

in order to conceal his identity. It represents the ‘‘האהא’’ that was added 

to the names of both אברםאברם and שרישרי when they became the parents 

of ישראלישראל האהא .ever גריםגרים and the first ,כללכלל  האהא   ,הללהלל lived in the times of בןבן 

and corresponded with הללהלל regarding explanations of concepts in 

תורהתורה explained how reviewing הללהלל ,In one famous correspondence .תורהתורה

101 times is exponentially greater than reviewing 100 times. He said, 

“Look at how donkey drivers charge their customers. A journey of ten 

parsahs (a measurement at the time) costs one coin, but a journey of 

eleven parsahs costs two coins!” So, too, he explained, one extra חזרהחזרה 

is as valueable as all 100 previous חזרותחזרות  combined.

Ben Hei-Hei says: The reward for a mitzvah is in proportion to the 
work exerted.

בֶּן הֵא הֵא אוֹמֵר, לְפוּם צַעֲרָא אַגְרָא:בֶּן הֵא הֵא אוֹמֵר, לְפוּם צַעֲרָא אַגְרָא:

)משנה ה:כא()משנה ה:כא(
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:FUN FACT !תורהתורה that he never walked four amos without saying words of צדיקצדיק was such a great רבן יוחנן בן זכאירבן יוחנן בן זכאי

זכאי בן  יוחנן  זכאיר’  בן  יוחנן   during the difficult time when בנ”יבנ”י was the leader of ר’ 
Vespasian, the general of the Roman army, laid siege to Yerushalayim 
for 3 years. Once, יוחנן יוחנןר’   was able to meet Vespasian. He greeted ר’ 
Vespasian with an emphatic “Long live the king!” Vespasian got 
angry and said, “I am not the king, and if I am, why have you not come 
earlier to greet me?” Just then, a messenger came and informed 
Vespasian that the Caesar had died and he was just appointed as the 
new king! Vespasian was so impressed that he granted יוחנן יוחנןר’   three ר’ 
requests. His famous three requests were:
1) to spare the city of יבנהיבנה and its חכמיםחכמים

2) not to harm the family of רבן גמליאלרבן גמליאל

3) to provide a doctor for the great ר’ צדוקר’ צדוק, who had fasted for the past 
forty years to prevent the חורבןחורבן.  
Because of these requests, תורה continued to flourish in יבנה, and the 
transmission of תורה was saved!

Rabi Yochanan Ben Zakkai had five special students. They were... 
and Rabi Elazar Ben Arach... Rabi Elazar Ben Arach is like a fountain 
that flows with ever-increasing strengths...

ה תַלְמִידִים הָיוּ לוֹ לְרַבָּן יוֹחָנָן בֶּן זַכַּאי... וְרַבִּי אֶלְעָזָר בֶּן עֲרָךְ. ...  ה תַלְמִידִים הָיוּ לוֹ לְרַבָּן יוֹחָנָן בֶּן זַכַּאי... וְרַבִּי אֶלְעָזָר בֶּן עֲרָךְ. ... חֲמִשָּׁ חֲמִשָּׁ
וְרַבִּי אֶלְעָזָר בֶּן עֲרָךְ, מַעְיָן הַמִּתְגַּבֵּר...:וְרַבִּי אֶלְעָזָר בֶּן עֲרָךְ, מַעְיָן הַמִּתְגַּבֵּר...:

)משנה ב:ט()משנה ב:ט(
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 t that he would juggle eight flaming torches, and the flames would never touch שמחת בית השואבהשמחת בית השואבה  was so full of joy at the  שמעון בן גמליאלשמעון בן גמליאל
each other!FUN FACT:

  עשרהעשרה  was captured by the Romans and was part of the  רבן שמעון בן גמליאלרבן שמעון בן גמליאל

 צדיקיםצדיקים that the emperor Hadrian cruelly killed. The first two הרוגי מלכותהרוגי מלכות
who were taken to give up their lives ‘‘על קידוש העל קידוש ה were שמעון בן גמליאלשמעון בן גמליאל   רבןרבן 

and רבי ישמעאל כהן גדולרבי ישמעאל כהן גדול. 

 had the right to be killed first, so ,נשיאנשיא insisted that he, as the רבן שמעוןרבן שמעון
that he won’t have to witness the death of the great רבירבי ישמעאלישמעאל. But  רבירבי 
 therefore he had the right to go ,כהןכהן גדולגדול argued that he was the    ישמעאלישמעאל
first, and not have to watch  רבן שמעוןרבן שמעון  being killed.  The evil Romans cast 
lots to decide who would be first, and the lots fell on רבןרבן שמעון בן גמליאלשמעון בן גמליאל..

When ישמעאלישמעאל  he cried out in ,צדיקצדיק saw the execution of this holy  רבירבי 
pain that the one who would teach תורהתורה, words of beauty, was now so 
brutally taken away. 
We read the story of the עשרה הרוגי מלכותעשרה הרוגי מלכות  on יום כיפוריום כיפור and תשעה באבתשעה באב.

Shimon [Rabban Gamliel’s] son says: All my days I grew up among 
Chachamim, and have not found anything better for a person than 
silence. Studying is not the main thing, but action is. One who talks 
too much brings sin.

שִׁמְעוֹן בְּנוֹ אוֹמֵר, כָּל יָמַי גָּדַלְתִּי בֵין הַחֲכָמִים, וְלֹא מָצָאתִי לַגּוּף טוֹב שִׁמְעוֹן בְּנוֹ אוֹמֵר, כָּל יָמַי גָּדַלְתִּי בֵין הַחֲכָמִים, וְלֹא מָצָאתִי לַגּוּף טוֹב 
הַמַּרְבֶּה  וְכָל  הַמַּעֲשֶׂה.  אֶלָּא  הָעִקָּר,  הַמִּדְרָשׁ הוּא  וְלֹא  שְׁתִיקָה.  הַמַּרְבֶּה אֶלָּא  וְכָל  הַמַּעֲשֶׂה.  אֶלָּא  הָעִקָּר,  הַמִּדְרָשׁ הוּא  וְלֹא  שְׁתִיקָה.  אֶלָּא 

דְבָרִים, מֵבִיא חֵטְא:דְבָרִים, מֵבִיא חֵטְא:

)משנה )משנה א:יזא:יז((
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