Alexander the Great, king of Greece - r, desired to conquer
the entire world. His battles were constantly victorious, so he
was very confident and headed toward obwr.

When pr7en wnw, the leader and 9173105 of Yx1w2 Y9 at the time,
heard that the Greeks were advancing to oYwv, he donned
the nnn> 1. Followed by a delegation of onon>nbn, he set out
to greet the Greeks.

As soon as the Yidden neared the Greek army, Alexander
descended from his royal coach and bowed to prixn pynw.
The Greek soldiers were very confused. Their mighty king is
bowing to a Jewish leader!? Alexander explained as follows:
“During each battle | triumph, | see an angel in the form of
this holy man before me. This angel guides me and helps me
win my battles.”
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qu €ach 19> or, a white On entered the »wTp wIp together with pr13n pwynw, and left with him. One year, a blackon came and did not
Q leave. pr13n pynw understood that he will be yva) that year, and so it was.
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onpvr had two nbn who were mywi, named pi11¢ and oiona.
They misconstrued his words, and let the false version
spread. They claimed that since their 121 taught not to do nnen
for reward in xan oy, it must be that there is no xan ooy! Many
Jews were unfortunately influenced by p11¢¥ and mona. They
created two groups of mompox, the »m1e and ooioa, who only
followed the written nin and did not accept the words of the
onodn. For example, on mw, they sat in the dark and ate only
cold food, because it is written in the nmn that one may not
light a fire on naw. The non teach us that there are ways to
have light and heat from before naw, but they did not accept
that. Until today, we have a 3nmn to eat a hot food on the day
of naw because we want to show that we are true Jews who
follow the omon!

U};‘ onrvirk was called 1o wr because he was an wy, an official, in the city of o, in the nYm of nm. In his time, there was no npnn at all!
N\
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iy wr o, the nephew of 11 12 7or, was riding his horse ! e ) ! ! : i §
on nmaw and saw the Greeks carrying a beam on which they :DQ’W_;‘[ nz:_{ N1 n_]:ﬂUj ’]al ,DQ"‘?J] 19)_23 ®
intended to hang 7ty 12 7or. When mmx vk mp» saw this, he
said mockingly. “Look at the horse I'm riding on! | did every- PURLAPIY
thing thing my heart desired and followed my mxn, while you 1210 UK DNIPVIR

sweated over the nmn and mmxn all your life. Now, look at my
prestige, and see your own fate.”

yr 12700 responded, “Poyon mim Yp mxi ey pox - If this is the
punishment that the people do Hashem'’s will get, how much
more so for those who anger Him.”

mmx wr D1p? accepted the tom. He did a complete nawn and
brought the 7122 mnmyawx upon himself. At the moment his
nephew's soul left him, which was minutes before his own ex-
ecution, 7y 12701 1 proclaimed Ty 1239 27p NYp Nywa” — He pre-
ceded me in v 12 by a brief moment.

qu J1yr 127017 and pnrjator were the first owan to lead 11 as a pair - known as ma. Here the ®'w) was 7yrja270r and dealt with political and
Q financial issues. pnja-op, the p7Tma2aR, was in charge of the Halachic matters.
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Not much is known about the life of yn 12 or. It is known, ' P ' ' !
however, that during this time the first npi9nn arose in . Dy ﬂU"\’.J njﬂ)_j D'[?SL’J ]DT b? ;D’D?D 177,3?3 ]NQD ~h;D DWNJ o
Until now, nmn was learned on the level of the times of nwn :0IN%3 \1)‘]17 19101 ,nﬂ_n M72TN '7\_'_)131 ,1)33)_)'7 Nyl D]U 'nw'zgn PAVRDAPIY
111, Sadly, as the Greek culture infiltrated the homes of 13, ! ' ! ' C o T 1210 UPR DIOIR

the sharpness of the people's minds weakened, and the first
npnn came about between the 111 12701 w3, and Ny 12707,
the 7 maax. The question was if n’no, an act that is part of
bringing a 127p, should be performed on 110 or. This npi>nn car-
ried on through the generations, until the times of Y5n and

WNV.
qu 131112207 was called anYwy, a grape cluster. The word %wr can be read as “»wnw”, a man with everything, meaning a man with full
Q knowledge of nmn, with omw nx», and with perfect mm.
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DID YOou

KNOoW?

Mo 11 ywi so badly didn't want to accept the position as
nwl. Yet, once he became n'w, he rejected any challenging
to his position.

1Mo 12 ywi 1 said — “Before | became »w), anyone who ad-
vised me to assume leadership, | would have tied him up
and placed him before a lion. Yet now, once | am a xwy, | will
dump a kettle of boiling water over anyone who tells me to
step down.” Even a xan who had a hard time accepting lead-
ership couldn't relinquish the position after he was in a place
of prestige. The xma states, xn NWPW Dw NMYYNH XN YR "NTINY
1Y nwp P mYynh. Prominence is challenging to accept. Just

like it is hard to accept it, so is it hard to step down from.
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Yehoshua the son of Perachia says:
Make for yourself a teacher,
Acquire for yourself a friend

And judge every person favorably.

UI{ FUN FACT: rmopywir fled to Alexandria in omxn, when 7900wy killed the omon. He returned to obwr only after nowja pynw pardoned him before

the king.




onpn unr was the Jewish king at this time. He was a righ-
teous man for most of his life. Unfortunately, his sons were
not so righteous and became close to the mp11y, the group of
Jews who strayed. onpmn pnr thought he would befriend the
P11y, and then convince his sons to return to the ways of the
nmn. His plan failed, and instead of bringing his sons back,
onpn pnr became a 'p11e himself! All those years of being a
P18 was not enough to keep him righteous among the oyw.
He ended up becoming so evil that he persecuted the omon,
and they had to run away or hide. 92180 *xm warns us not to
become friends with owwn, because even a pr138 can turn into

a yw1 that way!
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U\Yl 927N "RM was the p1raar in 1Mo, as part of the myar. He came from the city called 9118, near the 99, and is buried on Y1 90, near
Q the 1ap of n»7, the sister of the paw.
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Like mmio1aywin’ before him, xav1anmi’ did not want to assume ,ﬂ’]?‘? D’-n:jn’ ]’J’-_[ ’b)_’; ]’n"@])'l ]’JZ_'_I'D 731]))3 an)_’ UJ)—}D b?:{ I
any position of leadership. He fled to Alexandria, in oun (this PRI APV i ,ﬂ’]?‘?n D’WQDJUJJ] .D’)JUTJWD A7yl PP o
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was a city with a large and flourishing Jewish population), TN DR Dﬂ"?)_? 1‘}391’)3
to avoid being crowned as the »xwi . Yet, the people in »Yyw» ¥ ¢ ' PV
wished he would take on the title. They wrote a letter to
X120 12 N, begging him to accept the mr»wi. When he read
the letter, »xav 12 nmir realized how much the Jews of mbywi
desired his leadership. Reluctantly, he boarded a ship and
returned to oYwi as the xwi. Once "xav 12 nTi assumed

leadership, he refused to give it up. just like mn19 12 yuin.

Ujal\ After he once erred in a ruling, causing the execution of a "y, a1V 12 AT Was Yapn upon himself never to rule without now 12 pynw.
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noVw 12 NYNW used to make a livelihood in the flax business. His

D T'nHN advised him to stop this business, and they would go buy
him a donkey. They traveled and chose a donkey from an Arab
dealer. When they arrived at home, they reexamined the donkey
they had just bought. Suddenly, one of the D*1Yn noticed a
diamond hanging from the neck of the donkey! They brought the
donkey with the diamond to now 12 NYNW with joy, saying, “Rebbi,
now you will never have to work again!” But now )2 nynw ordered
the 19N to return the diamond, saying, “Even though the n>5n
says that we can keep this precious find, think of the 'n viT'p we
can create if you go return the diamond to the Arab!” The o*1'nHn
traveled back to Ashkelon to find the Arab dealer. They gave him
back his precious diamond. When the Arab saw this, he cried out

and bentched 'n!

U:n now )2 ow had a sister named Shlomtzion who was married to the Jewish king, 'x» 111059%. When the king decided to kill out all of
o\
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the oo, she helped now )2 pyow hide, so he was saved.
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DID You

KNOW?

mynw and PYvar, were tremendous o’prx. They were very respected
by the omdn and the rest of Y% %9, even pafter they passed away,
as is demonstrated in the following story:

One of the owun of the later generations made an offensive and
critical remark about mynw and rhvar after they were 191. The xin
was immediately put into oIn. ‘DI’ means excommunication; it is
a very harsh state, in which the person cannot even be spoken
to or be counted as the tenth person in a pm. When this xan was
093, they put a stone in his 71ap, symbolically performing n»po, as a

punishment for slighting the honor of such great mp»s.

(:x Mmwn)
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Shmaya and Avtalyon received the teachings of the Torah from Nittai
of Arbel and Shimon ben Shetach.

Shmaya says: Love work, Hate positions of power, and do not become
friendly with those in power.

m& FUN FACT: mynw was a convert, grandchild of 21mo, the king of muxr who led the ovawn mMwy into m%.
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902X led 11 along with the ®w), his colleague, n“ynw. Though they were
D3, they were great 1% and well respected by Y% w 953. Every year, on
M9 0w, after performing the special nmay of the day, the %1 10> emerged
from the wipnn m3, and a crowd of Jews would escort him home. One
year, the 173103 was enjoying the T3 a bit too much. He started feeling
haughty about his position. On his way home, n“ynw and 90ar arrived
to give the 9172 102 a NM2. As soon as they noticed these great op»y, the
Jews, who had picked up on the %1ma1n2's arrogance, immediately changed
course and walked behind n“ynw and PYvax instead! The 9772 102 was full of
jealousy. After nynw and 90ar gave him a n313, the 5m jnd returned with a
demeaning 211 that hinted to the fact that they were 0™ The two sages
humbly gave the %173 102 rebuke for mocking nmban, and the %1112 realized

his mistake. Such was the level of these holy mpr1x!

U:rl P90aN’s name derives from the words "ax” - father - and “®Yv”, which means 'child’' in Aramaic. In his position as a leader, he acted as
Q a father to the young orphans.
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9x9oNn 12 8apy served on the p1TMD together with many younger onan.

There were four ma%n in which he disagreed with the poo of the oman,

o

because he remembered that the majority of the onan of the previous W]TQD D’J?‘na 73‘7)9 T?D 7]95 - ]DL’Jm ]71 ]ﬂ') T’D}z n.‘DB 7)_3 7]95] IRV 12 NI SW T!MYN
generation ruled differently. Xpy “1said, “Retract your pous of these mabn, NI q,]j,j now ]3 ]1)373\])

and you will be appointed as the 71128, However, 9895012 8apy refused.
He declared, “I would rather be called a now - a fool, than being a ywn
before ‘n for even one moment, so people shouldn't say that | changed

my opinion for powert”

It is written about 989911 12 87apy that in the nty of the wTpnn m73, during
the slautering of the no9 1277 - when most Jews are there - no person

could be found that was greater than him in humility and xon nx.

U:n No person found in the mry of the wipnn 1, on N9 2w — when the most Yidden were in the wipnn ma - was like him in my and nx»
Q Dnw!
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DID You

KNOoW?

YHn's tolerance and understanding personality were renowned. One
Friday afternoon, as %n was busily preparing for naw, a man came to
his door and demanded to speak with him. %50 calmly went to speak
with his visitor to find out what was so urgent. The man related a ques-
tion: Why were Babylonians' heads unusually round? Without miss-
ing a beat, Yon answered that the unusual shape of their heads was
due to improper care by midwives. The man left, seemingly satisfied.
A few minutes later, though, he was back, once again with an all-im-
portant query about the squinted eyes of the residents of Tadmur. %90
answered him and he left. After the third question and another even-
keeled response from Y9, the man became very upset. He told Y9 that
he had bet his friend four hundred zuz that he could get “Sn upset.
Now, he would lose four hundred zuz! Yn smiled and said, “Better you
lose four hundred zuz than | get upset.”

(T:R NWN)
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Hillel would often say: If | do not [try to] help myself, who [will do so]
for me? If | am selfish and only help myself, what am | [worth]? And
if I do not [do what | should] now, when [will | do it]?
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Ujg\ FUN FACT: A heavenly voice once pronounced that jptnY%n had merited to have been a x2; however, the shortcomings of his generation

prevented that from happening.
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DID You

KNOoW?

A non-Jew came to wnw asking to be 1nn, so he can learn an>w nn.
when wnw heard his request, he dismissed him with fury. When he
went to Y9n with the same request, Y5n showed him how a Yid can't
live without no Yyaw nin, and he converted.

When another non-Jew came to wnw, and wanted to convert and be
taught the entire nmin ‘on one foot’, »nw threw a stick at him, but Y%n
found a way to draw him close. A third non-Jew wanted to convert

so he can be %73 112. Again, »nw dismissed him, while %n patiently ex-
plained to him all the nmYn, and eventually, he became a 1.

After he became a 1, he was so 11wn and equal to %n and xnw. The 13
later said while the strictness of »nnw turned him away, the nmy of Yin

brought him close to 'n.
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Shammai says: Make your torah [learning] a permanent thing. Say
little and do a lot, and greet every person with a cheerful face.

qu FUN FACT: wWnw ate naw madY all week. He would buy a good cow for naw on Sunday, but when he found a better cow on Monday he would
O\ °

buy it and eat the cow from Sunday. So it was the whole week.




9913 127, as the ww), was in charge of answering difficult questions.
The following incident illustrates his brilliance and sharp analysis:

The king asked his servants to prepare the nos 1211p for him. The royal
order did not specify whether the animal for the 127p should be a
young goat, or a lamb. The servants decided to just slaughter both,
and let the king and queen decide. The question arose whether the
king and queen can consider any of the two animals to be the noo 121p.
They went to ask 20913 120. The »w1 pondered the question and the
habits of royalty. He decided that since kings and queens are always
served by servants, and have a variety of different foods, they are not
so particular about if they are eating a goat or lamb, or if it is fatty or
lean. However, ordinary people, who carefully choose their animals,
really care which animal they bring for noo 127p. Therefore, he ruled, if
this case would involve simple people, none of the animals would be
fit to use for the noo 127p, but for the royal family, both would be valid.

D:n From the days of nwn until the days of Y%%Ym 1217, the Torah was only learnt while standing. When Y%%%n3 127 was 70991 a weakness came
Q
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onto the world, and Jews started learning while sitting, because they were no longer able to stand while learning.



NN 81 12 became a 1 at a time when it was dangerous to do so. The
name Nn X1 12 isn't his real name, but a pseudonym that he went by
in order to conceal his identity. It represents the ‘xv that was added
to the names of both oiar and nw when they became the parents
of Y% 993, and the first oma ever. 8n 8p 12 lived in the times of %n,
and corresponded with %n regarding explanations of concepts in
nmn. In one famous correspondence, Yon explained how reviewing nmn
101 times is exponentially greater than reviewing 100 times. He said,
“Look at how donkey drivers charge their customers. A journey of ten
parsahs (a measurement at the time) costs one coin, but a journey of
eleven parsahs costs two coins!” So, too, he explained, one extra mmn

is as valueable as all 100 previous nmn combined.
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U:gl Some say that xn &1 12 was the non-Jew who asked Y5n to teach him the entire nmn on one foot, and converted upon hearing Yn’s
AN

answer.
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It 12 pnr 9 was the leader of 11 during the difficult time when
Vespasian, the general of the Roman army, laid siege to Yerushalayim
for 3 years. Once, nn» 9 was able to meet Vespasian. He greeted
Vespasian with an emphatic “Long live the king!" Vespasian got
angry and said, “l am not the king, and if | am, why have you not come
earlier to greet me?” Just then, a messenger came and informed
Vespasian that the Caesar had died and he was just appointed as the
new king! Vespasian was so impressed that he granted nnv 9 three
requests. His famous three requests were:

1) to spare the city of m and its onon

2) not to harm the family of Y%9majan

3) to provide a doctor for the great p1e 4, who had fasted for the past
forty years to prevent the j3mn.

Because of these requests, nin continued to flourish in m, and the
transmission of nmn was saved!
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DDC—\I ROT12 PN 127 Was such a great pr1x that he never walked four amos without saying words of nmn!
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%913 12 ynw 11 was captured by the Romans and was part of the mwy
mdn mn that the emperor Hadrian cruelly killed. The first two prx
who were taken to give up their lives ‘0 wimrp %y were Y%9m 12 wnw 127
and 5727102 Yxynwr 1.

mwnw 111 insisted that he, as the »w), had the right to be killed first, so
that he won't have to witness the death of the great Y&ynw> »21. But 11
Sxynw’ argued that he was the 113 10, therefore he had the right to go
first, and not have to watch nynw 121 being killed. The evil Romans cast
lots to decide who would be first, and the lots fell on Y%%5n112 pynw 121,

When 9Yxynw 111 saw the execution of this holy p1¥, he cried out in
pain that the one who would teach nmn, words of beauty, was now so
brutally taken away.

We read the story of the maYn »mn mwy on Mo or and axa nywn.
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D:n 9%9m312 pynw was so full of joy at the naxwn ma nnnw that he would juggle eight flaming torches, and the flames would never touch
O\

each other!
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