SUPPLEMENTAL LESSONS

By: Rabbi Goldman
Purim: Hester Panim

Hester Panim is most certainly the theme of Purim. The Gemorah in Maseches Chulin Daf 139
Amud Beis asks the question: Where do we find a remez, a hint, to Esther Hamalkah in the To-
rah (5 Chumashim)? The answer, the Gemorah says, is the possuk, "VeAnochi Haster Astir
Panai": “I will doubly conceal MY face from you because of your inequities," Hashem Yisborach
warns B'nei Yisroel prior to the histalkus of Moshe Rabbeinu, A"H. The Maharal MiPrague,
Z"TZL , states that we do not find any name of Hashem Yisborach in the Megilah because of the
Hester Panim that was prevailing at that moment. Yet nevertheless, against all earthly logic, all
the forces of the Persian Empire and the way it looked even in the Heavenly courts, Hashem
Yisborach allowed Mordechai HaTzaddik and Esther HaMalkah to orchestrate a resounding vic-
tory for B'nei Yisroel and a tremendous defeat for Haman, Y"SV, and his sons, YS"V, and the
enemies of B'nei Yisroel. That victory was so powerful and the spiritual turnaround so complete,
that it had the ability to effectively set the groundwork for the Yidden to leave the 70 year exile,
return to Eretz Yisroel and rebuild the Beis Hamikdash. See how great the power of teshuvah is!
AND it all was done within the normal realm of occurrences: a king falls out of favor with his
wife and has her killed; a king selects another wife, a plot to assassinate the king was uncov-
ered by a loyal subject and recorded in the book of chronicles, a king elevates a minister to a
high post, the minister convinces the king to eliminate the undesirables in his kingdom, the loy-
al subject who saved the king by foiling the plot happens to be the uncle/husband of the new
queen, using his influence he convinces the queen to go to the king to overturn the decree
etc. etc. etc. Everything that happens was well within the realm of normal occurrence without
any overt miracle.

The Message of Hester Panim

The cardinal rule is: That everything that happens in the world is guided by Hashem Yisborach.
How much of it that we are privileged to see and understand is directly correlated to our levels
of "Emunah and Bitachon". Miracles are constantly occurring; our ability to see them and under-
stand them as miracles is dependent on our level of closeness to Hashem Yisborach. For exam-
ple: When there is Hester Panim we think that the king chose Queen Esther randomly because
she was so much more to his liking, RATHER than attributing it to Hashem Yisborach causing
her to find favor in the king's eyes more than anyone else. When there is no Hester Panim we
can merit to view a miracle of Kriyas Yam Suf openly.

Sometimes, Hashem Yisborach taps us on the shoulder and tries to wake us up to see the tre-



mendous Hashgacha Pratis in creation. As an example: the harsh decrees of Haman YS"V and the
effect that teshuvah had in overturning those decrees. However, sometimes the lesson seems to
be lost. Even after the miracle of Purim (that took place with complete Hester Panim) B'nei Yisroel
refused as a nation to heed the call of Ezra Hasofer and Nechemia A"H to return to Yerushalayim
and rebuild the Beis Hamikdash. Only 35,000 - 45,000 Yidden returned to Eretz Yisroel. The re-
fusal of the majority of Yidden to return set the stage for the Greek exile and subsequently the Ro-
man exile.

If we exist in an era where there is Hester Panim as opposed to open miracles as in the time of the
Beis Hamikdash, it is due to our low level of spiritual awareness. Hashem Yisborach wants to
shower us with blessings openly. Hashem Yisborach wants the nations of the world to know and
realize that we are HIS chosen people. The level of Gilui (revealed) Panim is dependent on how
much we connect to Hashem Yisborach in our daily life and our level of spiritual awareness.

How To Teach It To Our Children

Use the story of Purim as a base. Let them try to find all the events in the miracle of Purim that oc-
curred within the realm of Hester Panim. Let them try to understand why this is really Hashgocha
Pratis. After that is exhausted, let them use the lessons to look at events that occurred in their
everyday lives and how what happened to them is really Hasgocha Pratis within the realm of Hes-
ter Panim.

An example: someone is late for school and missed the school bus. They run to the bus stop and
find a bus waiting, going exactly where they have to go and they make it just in time for school. It
all depends on the view - how do we look at everyday events. They are all Nissim based on Has-
gocha Pratis covered and "fa-dekt' with Hester Panim.

The peron says: Why did | have to miss the school bus? Because the school bus had to pick up
twenty other people and had | made it, | would have been late for class. Baruch Hashem | missed
it and there was a city bus waiting for me.

The person should say: B"H | missed the school bus. Everything that Hashem Yisborach does is
for the good. Let me see how the good will reveal itself. Baruch Hashem there was a city bus wait-
ing for me (the person should that this is a ness covered in Hester Panim). Baruch Hashem that it
made such good time and | was able to reach school/work/appointment on time.

Let them bring these examples out. What did they think originally and what do they realize now?

In short, we live in a world of Hester Panim. It is our mission to realize the Hashgocha Pratis in the
Yad Hashem that is guiding everything in order to bring about the final redemption and the geula
shleima BB"A.



Additional Details About the Maharal (see above)

Because the name of Hashem Yisborach is not found in the Megilah due to the level of Hester
Panim, which resulted from a low level of Yiddishkeit on the part of Bnei Yisroel, it would seem
to follow that no miracle would be possible. Yet, we find that a tremendous miracle did occur to
destroy the enemies of Bnei Yisroel on a large scale and to elevate the status of Yidden
throughout the Persian Empire. For example, Mordechai Hatzaddik A"H became the viceroy to
the king and many goyim converted and became Yidden.

These miracles are unparalleled in the annals of Jewish History in the manner in which they
were performed, writes the Maharal Z'TZL. All of this stems from the fact that even when there
is Hester Panim prevailing, Hashem Yisborach loves Klal Yisroel so much that he 'kiv-

yachol' is 'Metzitz Min Ha-Chrakim,' peeking from between the cracks in the wall. The wall is
the Hester Panim. We erected the wall by turning away from Hashem Yisborach. Yet Hashem
Yisborach loves us so much that HE can never turn completely away from us. Therefore, HE
creates little fissures and cracks in the wall in order to be Mashgiach on us.

A similar explanation is given by Harav Yonasan Eibeshitz Z'TZL in Ya-aros Devash Chelek Beis
Derush Yud-Zayin.



SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES (HEBREW)

Each number expounds on the corresponding gear that will be placed on the bulletin board.
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SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES (ENGLISH)

Each number expounds on the corresponding gear that will be placed on the bulletin board.

1. Shlomo Hamelech’s throne had six steps and six sides to mount from. On each step
stood a golden lion and eagle. At the time of the Churban, Nevuchadnetzer captured
this throne and wanted to mount it. As he mounted, a golden lion struck him, giving him
a permanent limp. From then on, nobody dared mount the throne. Then came Achash-
veirosh, a commoner who was to be king. In order to solidify his kingship, Achashvei-
rosh decided to build a throne similar to Shlomo’s throne. The materials needed to build
the throne were found only in Shushan, so he began to build in the small city of Shu-
shan.

2. The building of the throne took two full years, built by the architects of Shushan. Be-
cause the throne was so large (as written in (1w Dianit could not be transported to

Bavel, where previous kings had established their capital city. Thus, Achashveirosh
moved his capital city to Shushan, which was a small unimportant city. This is why it says

«

in the Megila “ :”wniwnx 17nn nawaspecifically Achashveirosh, because previous kings

were in Bavel.

This is written to show the ,ni7Tagreatness, of Hakodosh Baruch Hu, that He left no
stone unturned to make a oifor Bnei Yisroel. Mordechai was in Shushan, like it says in
the Megila “,”|wiwa "n 'TIn' w'kand Hashem caused Achashveirosh to move to Shushan,

to Mordechai.
(2 ,x ,X"n x1)

3 =PIy NX MIXINA“Hashem caused Achashveirosh to want to flaunt his wealth in a

long and grandiose party. Hashem caused this, so that when Vashti refused him, his
honor was slighted very publicly and Achashveirosh became extremely angry at her.

4 —np'mn na'dnd'mn mwi DaVashti decided to make a party, for no reason, specifically
in the palace. Because she was in the palace, Achashveirosh saw her and summoned
her to his banquet. .37 nNwn T2 X7 DN NXY 077 "Rl 019 NNY AXAN DAl
Hashem arranged this so that the nmwwould listen to their wives and speak to them.
The reason Achashveirosh summoned Vashti was to show the nmwthat he was the
boss, and not Vashti.

5. It wasn’t a coincidence that Vashti decided to make a party for women in an adjacent
palace. She was killed because she slighted the honor of the king amidst his glorious
banquet. Achashveirosh was reveling in his honor, boasting his majesty and wealth. And
then, his wife came and showed that even she did not respect him.

6. The decree of " "Inaa v wx 75 Nirfntwas a part of the ,01because through this



decree, Mordechai was considered the authority in his house, and he could not claim

that he didn’t know where Esther was when the 7mn mwcame to bring her to the
palace. Thus, Esther was taken to the palace and was able to bring about the .nyiw!

(ho10 DNN)

.7 -""nn 12T X¥*Meaning: everything had to do with the kingship. Hashem
orchestrated it here so that it would be possible to hang Haman, because now the law is
passed that the king has autonomous control; he doesn’t have to obtain the agreement
of all the officers for every decision. It hadn’t been possible to hang Haman until all the
officers agreed, and now Achashveirosh got the power to make the decision by himself.
This is how the king was able to say in his moment of anger: hang him. They immediately
hanged him.

—"D"Mwni )mn 'va 12T Au1"From here we see that Hashem changes man’s feelings.
The king decided to kill Vashti even though the servants didn’t want him to, because he
had complete authority- even on matters that were subjective to him. He took the power
from the servants and did not consult with them; he took away their ability to decide on
decrees. Even so, instead of being resentful and rebellious, they were agreeable with
his decision to kill Haman.

8. Achashveirosh’s command to collect maidens " ," 1'% Xan 7onfrom which he would

choose one queen, is quite strange and is actually a disgrace to a great king like
Achashveirosh.

9. —

10. —nwr 2y nd'm nd owi/immediately, he put the crown on her head. Upon seeing
Esther, he thought she was the most beautiful woman in the world. It is a wonder that he
did not wait to see the rest of the women, to see if he could not find more beautiful wom-
an.

1. This is proof to Bnei Yisrael of ,'n nnawnthat Esther was created beautiful and charming
that she should find such favor in the king’s eyes and be able to save Bnei Yisrael.
Vashti was extremely beautiful, while Esther had a green complexion; this being so, by
nature, Achashveirosh would not love Esther. Only with bmw mnadid Achashveirosh
think she was more beautiful than any other woman, in order that she should be able to
save Bnei Yisrael.

12. There were Yidden that said Esther was a Yid, but the Goyim didn’t believe them. Every
Goy said that Esther was from their nation.

13. Itis a very unusual occurrence that two devoted servants should brazenly decide to kill
their master over a trivial complaint.



14. Hashem preempted the naxwith a nxiothrough these simultaneous occurrences:
(Malbim)

A.

Hashem caused Mordechai to sit by the palace gates; this aroused the jealousy of
the Palace Guards.

. The fact that Mordechai sat by the palace gates was part of the reason the nay

fell on 78w mabecause it aroused Haman’s jealousy. This was also part of the

,NVIvtin that Mordechai overheard the king’s servants plotting to kill him and

aborted their plan, thereby finding favor in the king’s eyes.

. Usually, only those who are proven loyal to the king are chosen as palace guards.

In this case, Hashem caused Bigsan and Seresh, the palace guards, to become
angry at the king over nonsense. It is also strange that they were jealous of Mor-
dechai’s greatness.

. Usually the motive for a rebellion is the servant’s quest for kingship; a rebellion

where the goal is simply death is pointless.

Hashem caused Mordechai to understand the language the guards were speak-
ing, either as a member of the Sanhedrin or through Ruach Hakodesh, and thus
discover their plot.

Mordechai told Esther to inform Achashveirosh of the plot, without attributing it to
him. Usually, Esther listened to Mordechai, as the possuk says “ '>Tn 1xn nxi
"nwiy AnoxIn this case, she did not listen and told the plot over to

Achashveirosh in Mordechai’s name.

-NX¥N'l "2TN Wi This means that they found the drug that the guards wanted to

use to kill the king. This is not a chance finding, because they definitely hid the
drug.

. Hashem caused Achashveirosh to simply write the story in the ,nnin>tn 190and

not to reward Mordechai for the deed. When Bnei Yisrael needed a yeshua, the
reward was there for Mordechai.

I. It was n'019 nnawnthat the story was not written in ,0''n NaTthe King’s Royal

Chronicles. These were always kept with the 717 nmawnwho, at the time, was

.JnnHad it been written there, [nnwould have seen it and erased it. The story

was only written in the King’s private chronicles and Haman did not see it.

J. ltis also n'v1D nnawnthat the story was written down in front of the king;

otherwise, the scribe could have easily altered or shortened the story.



15. Haman was raised to power only to cause his downfall. Hashem said: “If Haman will be
killed when he advises Achashveirosh to stop the building of the Beis Hamikdash, no-
body will hear about it. Rather, | will raise him to the greatest power, and then he will be

hanged. “Thus, " ."nnwn 73 7un 180> NX owIWhen Haman was hung, the 'n a1x

understood that they are only raised in order to fall in the end.

16. When Haman saw Mordechai sitting at the King’s Gate, he said “ .”"7 nuw 11'x nt 721Why
did he feel so? One time, the king sent money to the army generals, Haman and Mor-
dechai, to use in conquering a neighboring country. Haman used his entire money and
nothing remained. Mordechai, on the other hand, did not use the money at all. Later on,
Haman asked Mordechai to lend him money. Mordechai refused to lend him the money,
unless Haman sold himself as a slave to Mordechai. Haman signed a letter stating
“Haman, the servant of Mordechai, sold himself to Mordechai.” Mordechai told Haman,
“Everything that a servant buys belongs to his master”. Thus, all the honor and wealth of
Haman meant nothing to him when he saw Mordechai, because it all truly belonged to

Mordechai. ((nivnw o7

17. Achashveirosh loved Haman so strongly that he gave him the ability to do whatever he
wanted in the kingdom. Despite this, Hashem caused Haman to lose the love in one
moment.

18. Mordechai believed that Esther was taken by the ywnAchashveirosh solely so she could
bring about the . nyiw'Mordechai asked Esther to go to the King without being called,

even though this put her life in danger. It was an outright oithat Esther was forgiven by
the king, and Mordechai asked her to ask for another favor on top of that. She also told
the king her nationality, as a Jewess, which made her seem like a liar.

19, —

20. Achashveirosh’s throne was in his palace, not in the courtroom where it usually sat. It
was not in his private chamber, as one would assume; rather, it was directly opposite the
entrance to his palace. Thus, when Esther walked in, he saw her immediately. His
scepter was in his hand, which is not the norm. Hashem orchestrated these strange

things to show His .ni71a

21. janr ansays: Three nwn DXwere appointed to help Esther: one to raise her head,

one to hold a Ton 7w vINover her, and one to stretch out the scepter.

22. —..nnX 0'Ynn Nl Yy iwy'Haman wanted to hang Mordechai on a tall tree, because
any other method of killing is not so visible. If Mordechai would hang so high, he would
be visible from afar, even from the king’s courtyard. Hashem made him think this way so
that Achashveirosh would see the gallows himself when he was enraged. This made a
much stronger impression than simply hearing about it from Charvona, and gave him the

impetus to hang Haman on it. This is what the Possuk means by "."yyn nin oa



