


Hallel Unit
Lesson |

Objective: Given a ‘Hallel musical note’ cutout, students will demonstrate their knowledge of
‘what makes praise meaningful’ by listing the three unit objectives.

Anticipatory Set: On the board, write the words: “What makes praise meaningful?” Present
students with the various cartoons. (See accompanying materials). Below are transcriptions of
the conversations contained:

Card One:

Sara: Chavy, you’re so special. | really think that your personality is effervescent and your
demeanor is so refined.

Chavy: Thank you, Sara! What is ‘effervescent’, anyway? And what’s my demeanor?

Sara: Hmmmm. I’'m not really sure.

Is this praise meaningful? Why or why not?

Card Two:

(Monday) Teacher: Chavy, your work is fantastic! Simply the best!
Chavy (thinking): Wow, | must have done a good job!

(Tuesday) Teacher: Chavy, your work is fantastic! Simply the best!
Chavy (thinking): She just told me the same thing yesterday!
(Wednesday) Teacher: Chavy, your work is fantastic! Simply the best!
Chavy (thinking): This is starting to sound familiar...

(Thursday) Teacher: Chavy, your work is fantastic! Simply the best!
Chavy (thinking): | don’t think this is such a special compliment, anymore. | guess Morah doesn’t
intend it for anything special... she says it every day.

Is this praise meaningful? Why or why not?

Card Three:

Chavy (writing): In honor of this special occasion, of Bubby’s eighty fifth birthday party, I'd like to
list some of the things that stand out about Bubby. Firstly, Bubby’s cinnamon cookies are simply
the best! Secondly, Bubby always has fresh kokosh whenever we come for Shabbos. Thirdly...
Chavy: Here Sara — what do you think of this list that | wrote, to say over at Bubby’s party?

Sara: Chavy! You really mean this?

Chavy: What's wrong with it? These are all true —and | really do appreciate all this!

Sara: Sure, but you can thank Bubby for that any day. This is a special occasion — the whole
extended family will be there. Shouldn’t you focus on the bigger things about Bubby?

Is this praise meaningful? Why or why not?

After all students have reviewed the cards, direct their attention to the board and discuss: we
have just viewed several examples of praise that was clearly not meaningful. Now, let’s ‘learn
from those mistakes’ and compile a list of rules for ‘Meaningful Praise.” Prompt students for
responses. The final list should include:
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1. Praise is meaningful when you understand what you are saying.
2. Praise is meaningful when it is reserved for special occasions.
3. Praise is meaningful when it addresses the ‘main thing’ that you expect to be praised for.

Tell the Objective: In the next few lessons, we are going to explore a special unit of praise: Hallel.
We will discuss how these three ‘rules’ for meaningful praise are incorporated into our n'7'on.

Purpose: Then, when we actually say the 770 170, we can be certain that our praise is meaningful
and treasured before Hashem!

Input: Before we actually learn about these three rules, let’s first discuss a basic overview of
Hallel. Note to teachers: This section should be completed via the accompanying graphic
organizer in order to collect prior knowledge and scaffold on it.

e Where is 770 170 taken from?
N' — A'7 :0"70N 190
e What is the difference between n7w 770 and 770 'xn?
n7¢ 770 includes all of the o9 from a7 through n'jp. The 790 'xn omits two
paragraphs: 117 X7 and ynw' > 'NanN.
e When do we say 7w 77n?
We say 07w 770 on the following days:
The first two days of n09
The two days of niviaw
All the days of nI310 and Nxy 1Ny
All the days of ndnn
e When do we say 7'7n '¥n?
We say 770 '¥n on the following days:
The last six days of n0o
wTh UKN

Is saying 770 a RN'™MIXT nIXn or [2217T? This is a N17nn. According to some opinions, it is
XN'IXNT, and according to others, it is P2 T. According to those opinions which state that 77n is
NN'"INT, what is the source for the nixn? There are two answers:

1. The j7109 in DT states: INTN N'WN NNV NNXI NI NIV INIR [RXAN D L. “It shall
be that when many evils and distresses come upon it, then this song shall speak up.” The
wnTn explains: “Hashem declares: When | rescue 78w 11 from dire straits, at that
moment they shall sing to Me a song of praise.”

2. After D"¥xn NKX'YY, 7R 12 sang NN'W and praise to Hashem. The 7109 describes: X
INX7 XL 'Y” The owan nany explains that the double (1W7 of “they said, to say”



Hallel Unit
Lesson |

teaches that the same principle applies to all future generations: when Hashem performs
a miraculous nviIve, they, too, should sing to Him in praise.

Check for Understanding: From the list of days on which we say 7'7n, which occasions reflect
the two sources that we just learned?

Practice: Now that we have a basic overview of 770 170, we are ready to learn how we can make
our praise meaningful. To review, let’s summarize the three principles of ‘Meaningful Praise’ that
we learned. Distribute ‘music notes’ cutouts to students. Instruct students to list the three
principles on their cards.

Closure: In the following lessons, we will apply each of these rules (summarize aloud) and learn
how it is implemented in 7710 770n.
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Objective: Using their notes, students will demonstrate their understanding of the themes of 770 170 by
listing the five references and explaining how each one demonstrates a TI10' in NIMK.

Anticipatory Set: Pass a bag of names around the classroom. Each student draws one paper from the
bag; on it is the name of a fellow classmate. Instruct students to write a list of ten praises that come to
mind about this classmate. Then, when they have completed their list of ten praises, tell students the
following: if you were to write a special card to this classmate, containing three items of praise, which of
the ten items that you wrote would you choose? Give students a moment to select those three items, and
then prompt them to respond: why did you choose the specific praises that you did? From all the items
on your list, what made some of them worthy of being included in your ‘special’ list? Write responses on
the board. Guide students to arrive at the following answers:

e These are the most ‘outstanding’ attributes of this girl
e From all the praises that | wrote on my original list, these really describe her essence
e While all the praises are nice, these three are really the most unusual and special

Then, present students with various flashcards. Each card contains the location of a 7109 from n"7nn that
praises Hashem, along with translation if necessary. Students should list the specific praise being noted,
and then exchange cards. After all students have completed the various cards, pose the following
question:

We see that D*7nn 190 is filled with praise for Hashem. From all one hundred fifty n'j»19, though, only
several were chosen to serve as the 771 170 — the unique arrangement of special praise for Hashem. Why,
specifically, were these n'719 chosen?

Tell the Objective: In this lesson, we will explore the 770 170 and understand why, specifically, these
0'i719 were chosen to constitute the ‘special praise’ of Hashem. By the end of this class, you will be able
to list and explain several reasons why these D'719 comprise 770 170.

Purpose: Once you know why these specific 0'719 were chosen, you will have a deeper understanding of
what you are saying, your praise will be more ‘targeted’ — and your 770 will be meaningful!

Input: The Xn2a in 0'NOD asks precisely this question: 'kn 1 INX NnyL 'kn? Why do we specifically say
these D70 9?

The X2 answers: DAT NWNAN 12 W'Y DIWN. These 0719 contain within them five fundamental praises
that are worth being selected as ‘special praise,” because they are so primary and central. What are these
five things?

DMIXN NIN'Y
qlo 0' Ny
NN NN
n'wn '2an
D'NNN N'NN

vk wnN e

To begin with, let us identify where, precisely, these five fundamentals are referenced. Can you find
references to any of them throughout the 0'j719? Give students a few moments to read through the 170
77n. Some of the more obvious ones will quickly be apparent to students; others may not be.
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1. nnxn nxw
DINNN 7RI NNYD

2. qio D' ny1y
021 XY D'N

3. "IN nn
D'7XD 1T DMNN
At the time of n1IN NN, all the mountains ‘danced like rams.’

4. nwn'7an
n'wn '7an refers to the ‘pangs of the coming of N'wn’ — the events that will shake the world in
the times preceding the coming of n'wn. This is hinted to in the 7109 of "11'7 X7 "N 117 X7". We ask
Hashem: “Do it for Your name, Hashem, not for us” — in other words, bring n'wn to the world for
the sake of Your name.

5. o'mnn n'nn
D"NN NIXIXA 'N 197 170N
What are the multiple ‘lands of life’ referred to in this 7109? We infer from here about n'nn
0'nnN, which is the second stage of ‘living.’

Now, we understand where these five ‘fundamentals’ are referenced in 770 170. But why are these five
fundamentals selected as the ‘special praise’ of Hashem? Let’s see if we can relate several of the
aforementioned reasons to this concept. NI7TaN '97x 7' 1207 — obviously, praise for Hashem is in a realm
of its own, that cannot even be compared to praising another human being. But we can try to apply the
‘principle’ behind the praise to 770 1 710.

Before, we stated that one of the factors that might cause you to select certain praises is that “these are
the outstanding attributes,” or “these describe the essence.” Indeed, these five ‘fundamentals’ are
essentials: they encapsulate the ‘essential nITI0Y of our MamMK. They are the primary facets that we know
about Hashem and they are the main aspects that deserve praise. The X"w1nn explains:

NN NN NN L0771V WIT'NEINIR'SA 7Y DM 910 0 NYARI 0NN DR ...0NpYR 07710 0N nwnnn 17X
Y1 DY 7Y nim n'wn 7w *7ant L (1'780n j2m) i DYNNL,D'NYN (A Nim 7y

By praising these five things, we are acknowledging and testifying to the tenets of our nmamx. The first
tenet is that Hashem created the world, renews nature constantly, and wields all power over the natural
order of the world. This is manifest in D' x¥n NX'¥' and q10 0' NY". The second TIO' is our NIMX in NN
D'nwN [N — we believe that our Torah is divine, and that the n1In that we have today was given to us at
10 . This is expressed in the descriptions of NN |NN. Another TI0* of our NIMKX is that there will be a
D'NNN N'NN; this is described in the 7109 of DN NI¥IXA ...17NNN. Finally, as Jews we firmly believe
that there is a precise measure of Wiyl 1dW: those who do niixn will ultimately be rewarded, and
evildoers will eventually be punished. This principle will become obvious during the n'wn "7an, when
Hashem will reveal Himself, punish the n'wwn, and reward the n'j*1x.

Model and Example: In fact, we can see that many of the ['axn 'IX’s that we say each day can be directly
correlated to the phrases of '7'7n. For example: each day we say D'RInan 727 a'ni X1 XN ...mxn X"
D'YUYNN 727 nwyl nwiy nwy 1ITa7 KinL” As we explained, this is clearly demonstrated in n'xn nx'x' and
qlo 0! ny1p. The fact that Hashem totally overturned nature, demonstrates that He created and controls
it.
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Check for Understanding: Can you find other 'axn 1X’s that express the D17y that we discussed, and
state which phrase of 77 they relate to?

The question must be clarified, though: why do these NITI0' constitute 77n? Is this a 770 of NITN'a DY,
or aTo of praise?

Model and Example: A neglected baby was rescued from an orphanage by a kind woman. This woman
took the baby home and treated her as if she was her own. She tended to all of her needs, bought her
clothing, provided for her education, and gave her the best of everything. The girl grew up in her foster
home, lavished with love and care. As the years passed, her foster parents doted on her and bought her
everything she might need. On the day before her n1inn, she sat down to write the kind woman a letter.
Now, what do you imagine that this letter contained? Consider the following statements. For each one,
respond whether you think that sentence would be in her letter:

e Thank you for the Shabbos shoes you bought me.
e You always cared for me as if | was your own.

e Yourescued me when | was a baby.

e You bought me such nice dresses.

e You went to all my PTA meetings.

e You paid for all my expenses.

e | know that you will continue to be there for me.

Obviously, all of these items are true, and surely the mother deserves praise for each of them. But, on a
special occasion, on a card of ‘special thanks and praise,’ the ‘big things’ are recorded. This does not mean
that other items are insignificant. Every small detail must be recognized and appreciated. But this card is
written on a significant occasion: the day before her nainn. Surely, on a ‘special card’ of praise, she will
recount the large, significant events that merit thanks.

Similarly, these nITIO" that we mention actually reflect our history and our relationship with Hashem.
Hashem took us out of D"xn. He split the sea for us. He gave us the Torah. In the future, we know that
He will bring n'wn and perform o'nnn n'nNN. These are the ‘big things’ that we write on our ‘card’ of
thanks and praise. We recite 770 on ‘special occasions.” Of course, we thank and praise Hashem every
day. But on this ‘special card’ of praise, we recount the large, significant events that merit thanks.

Practice: On the board, list the "DaT nwnn" delineated in the Xna. Instruct students to write where
each one is referenced in 770, and explain which namxn TI0' it corresponds to. Note that this can be done
in the form of a chart.

Closure: So far, we have discussed two of our principles of ‘meaningful praise.” We have learned the
importance of understanding what we are saying, and now we have learned about how the 770 170 is
targeted to address the primary events and NITIO! that require praise. In the next class, we will discuss
the third principle: reserving special praise for special occasions.
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Part One:

Objective: With partners, students will demonstrate their understanding that all of nature is truly
miraculous by listing several ‘daily miracles’ that they have experienced and explaining why we
don’t always recognize that these natural events are, in fact, 0'0).

Anticipatory Set: We know that n21an commemorates the great miracle that Hashem performed
with the oil. However, there truly was enough oil to last for one day, and so in fact the miracle of
the oil lasted for seven days. Why, then, do we celebrate nd1an for eight days? Prompt students
to share their answers; doubtless, they have learned many. Assume that the response that is the
focus of our lesson will be supplied, and if so validate all answers but conclude by saying that, “let
us now focus on this specific answer.” Otherwise, supply the following answer:

We all recognize that the fact that the |nw lasted for those extra seven days, when in fact it was
a very small quantity that should only have lasted for one day, is a miracle. Yet, the very fact that
oil fuels fire is a 01, in and of itself! So we celebrate noin for the first, original day as well —
because we are recognizing and thanking Hashem for the miracles of nature! We must recognize
that what we deem ‘natural’ and expected is also miraculous, and cause for appreciation and
even celebration.

Tell the Objective: In today’s lesson, we will learn about the miracles in nature. By the end of
today’s class, you will have a heightened appreciation for the D'01 that you experience on a
regular basis, and you will be able to explain why we make the mistake of perceiving them as
‘natural’ and expected.

Purpose: Then, you will truly understand why we celebrate eight days of Chanukah — and you
will further find cause for celebration every day of your life, when you experience ‘natural’ n'oa!

Input: When you wake up in the morning and open your eyes, you can see light streaming in the
window. You can see your siblings in the kitchen getting ready for school; you can see the cereal
and milk sitting on the counter. You can see your reflection in the mirror as you fix your hair. You
can see what is directly in front of you, and without turning your head you can even see what is
on the side of you! Now, how much thought do you devote to that fact? Do you wake up in the
morning and gallop down the stairs, shouting to all of your family: “A 01! | just woke up and there
is a tremendous miracle! | have these two small circles on my face, and somehow they take in
the light and send a message to my brain and | can see! What a wonder! What a miracle!” Most
of us do not behave in that manner. Most of us do not even think about the fact that we can see!
And, if we do actually pause for a minute to think about it, we don’t think that it is a miracle! We
just think, “Oh — this is natural. This is normal. This is just the way nature works; | have two eyes
and they can see.”

What is going on here? There is a tremendous miracle occurring, and yet we are perceiving it as
natural — as regular. Hashem is performing a wonder — but we are not even recognizing that it is
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coming from Hashem! We are attributing it to nature! Truly, this is the way that nature works.
Nature is like a mask that “hides” Hashem. Even though it is really Hashem who is causing all of
these miracles to happen, we are not always aware that it is Hashem. Nature masks Hashem and
makes us lose our awareness and appreciation of His miracles.

Model and Example: R’ Shimshon Dovid Pincus explains: Let’s say a person observes a car driving
down the street. He sees the wheels revolving, propelling the vehicle forward. We ask him, “What
makes the wheels move?” He answers, “It’s very simple. | see how it works. The gas pedal and
the steering wheel do it. Through their repeated movements, they push the wheels. The driver
presses on the gas pedal, and he turns the steering wheel right and left, and then the wheels
revolve!”

This is foolish, of course. Everyone knows that a car’s power comes from the motor, not from the
pumping motion of the gas pedal. A car without a motor will not go, no matter how furiously the
driver pumps the gas pedal and turns the steering wheel. Yet, in theory, a person could drive a
car for years without even knowing about the existence of the motor. This is because the motor
is hidden. It is under the hood. (Nefesh Shimshon).

This is similar to the way that nature works. Truly, Hashem is the one who is constantly recreating
nature in a miraculous fashion. However, we can mistakenly perceive things as being caused
simply by “nature.” We can fail to recognize Hashem and His miracles in what we see, and instead
we can attribute things to “nature” and consider that which is truly miraculous to be “normal,”
“predictable,” “expected,” “regular,”... in other words, completely natural!

Check for Understanding: Can you explain the 7wn here in your own words? Who is the
‘Engine’? And what is the ‘hood’?

Of course, when there is a blatant miracle, then we all recognize that it is from Hashem. For
example, when Hashem performs a miraculous nyI¥', when someone miraculously recovers
from an illness, when world events show a miraculous protection for 78 w' ny... then we all
recognize that the 01 is directly from Hashem. But when we look at nature, we don’t always
realize that it is truly miraculous, and that it is directly from Hashem! We are like the people who
look at the car, and see the wheels turning... without thinking about the motor underneath.
Hashem is the "motor" that is really powering and causing nature. But we don’t always recognize
that!

2"tn tell us that the word n%1y, which means world, is derived from the same ww as the word
"D7un". What does "D7vn" mean? It means hidden, secreted — out of sight. The world — the 071y
— is essentially a mask that hides Hashem’s presence. Hashem does not reveal Himself openly;
rather, He hides beneath the “hood” of nature. The world of nature allows one to forget that
Hashem is really the one in control. Rather than attributing everything that we see —grass blades
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growing, sun shining, and raindrops falling — to Hashem, we can make the mistake of attributing
it all to nature.

Why? Hashem does this in order to give us a chance to “earn” our nanx. If Hashem’s presence
was so blatantly clear, and He performed outright 0'01 every few moments, then there would be
no challenge in developing nim~. It would be impossible not to recognize Hashem’s presence
and control over the world! Therefore, Hashem wears a “mask.” This mask of yav allows one to
forget, at times, that Hashem is the one who is in control of every aspect of the world. Rather
than realizing that it is Hashem’s power that makes the grass grow and the rain fall, one can
mistakenly attribute these happenings to the forces of “nature.”

The word yav comes from the same root as the word ya04?. What does yau'7 mean? It means to
drown. This is because yav has the ability to “drown out” our awareness of Hashem. Our
awareness of Hashem and His might can be drowned in the regular patterns of nature.

On the other hand, the word yauv also shares a root with the word yaun. A yauvn is a coin. If you
think about the way a coin is made, you’ll notice that every coin has the “stamp” or insignia of a
significant ruler or leader embossed on its surface. So, too, nature essentially has the imprint of
Hashem embossed on it. That is, if you look closely enough, you can find the “stamp” of Hashem
on nature! If you truly think about nature, you will recognize in it the miracles that are the insignia
of no force other than Hashem.

This shows us that nature has two aspects. Nature can either make us lose our awareness of
Hashem, or nature can do the opposite — it can provide us with opportunities for increasing our
awareness of Hashem and His might! It all depends on us: what is our perspective when we look
at nature? Are we like the inexperienced novices in the art gallery, or are we like the educated
mavens?

R’ Dessler gives an example that illustrates this. Imagine a man who goes to the n"'nn N to visit
the 127 of his Rebbe. As he is walking amongst the stone niaxn, he notices that one naxn is
trembling and the earth around it is quaking. Suddenly, the naxn topples to the floor and the
earth beneath it shudders... as slowly, a man arises from the grave. What would be the reaction?
The man would recoil in shock. He would rub his eyes in disbelief. His heart pounding, he would
exclaim: “What a wonder! Miracle of miracles! | have just witnessed an awesome sight — n'nn
o'nnn!”

Have you ever witnessed such a miraculous phenomenon? Surely not, you say. Yet, R’ Dessler
explains that in truth, you witness this miracle daily! Have you ever seen a plant poking its head
out of the earth? A flower peeking out of the soil? Think about what’s going on here. A little seed
is planted deep in the soil. It seems to be inanimate — wooden — dead. And suddenly, the seed
awakens. In the moist, soft earth, it slowly comes to life. It spreads roots... climbs upwards... and
breaks the surface of the soil. Why don’t we recoil in shock? Why don’t we rub our eyes in
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disbelief? Why don’t we exclaim, with pounding hearts — “What a wonder! Miracle of miracles! |
have just witnessed an awesome sight!”

Check for Understanding: Can you pinpoint what is the essential difference? Why do we
recognize large, blatant 0'03, but fail to recognize the miracles in nature?

R’ Dessler explains: because we get accustomed to the miracles of nature, we don’t recognize
them as D'0). Since we see these miracles happen on a daily basis — since we’ve seen these
miracles happen so many times — we are not amazed by it.

Model and Example: Imagine if you would come into school one morning and there would be a
colorful, dazzling banner hanging across the building. All the students would stop to stare. And
maybe the next morning, and even the third morning, students would still stop to look at the
banner. But after a few weeks, the banner wouldn’t stop anyone in their tracks. All the students
would be so used to it, that they would barely even notice that it’s there. The miracles of nature
are like a bright, dazzling banner — true n'01! But, because we see them every day, we get so used
to them and we neglect to even think about them.

Really, the only difference between what we call nature — Y20 — and 03, is the frequency with
which it occurs. Is there really such a difference in the degree of 01 and 'n T' involved in a seed
growing, and o'nnn N'nN? No. Yet, we refer to the seed growing as vav, nature, and n'nn
D'NNN as a 01. What is the fundamental difference? The answer is: a seed growing occurs
frequently, on a regular basis, and o'nnin N'nnN obviously does not.

In other words — all of yauv is actually a 01! Essentially, there is no such thing as yau0... there are
only frequent, daily, “hidden” D'03, and infrequent, blatant, outright 0'01! In fact, the |"an" tells
us:

1AN2N1 Y2V T DDA 'R D'01 D71 NMIENAI 11T 722 'AXIY TV 11'21 nwn NIN2A 770 0TX7 ')
"
.07 v

A person is not considered to have a part in the 77n of 78w 775 and NN — until he believes
that everything that happens to us, as members of X W' 79D, is a 01 — there is no aspect of our
lives that is “nature” and “just the way the world runs”!

Everything is essentially a 03; the only difference is whether it’s a 01 that we’ve already become
accustomed to, or whether it’s a rare 01. It is our challenge to recognize that the frequent, routine
D'0] are truly miraculous, and not “natural”.

Hashem hides Himself in nature in order to give us the challenge of developing our namx. But in
order to assist us in achieving this N1~ and recognizing that He is in control, Hashem sometimes
“peeks out” from the mask of vav and performs an outright, blatant miracle. The goal of these
D'01 is to inspire us with N1INK, so that we will recognize Hashem even when He once again “dons
the mask” of nature. In other words: Hashem does large 0'01 in order to help us face the
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challenge of recognizing Him in smaller, frequent D'01 — to help us face the challenge of
recognizing Him in yau!

Model and Example: The following 7wn illustrates this point: your class is having a costume
party. Everyone must show up to the party in a costume that disguises them very well. The
activity of the party will be to try to identify your friends. You show up at the party, and you're
sitting near your best friend... but she doesn’t even recognize you! She is sitting right next to you,
but she doesn’t even realize that it’s you beneath the mask! You know that you can’t take off
your costume; after all, the point of the party is that you have to recognize your friends despite
their disguise! But, you want to help your friend out — you want to give her a bit of a “head-start”
in the game. So for just a second, you quickly peel back your mask and let her catch a glimpse of
your face. Then you quickly put the mask back on. But now, since she’s seen your face beneath
the mask, your friend will be able to find you in the crowd, despite your disguise.

Check for Understanding: Explain in your own words how this analogy relates to Hashem and
nature.

The 2" ¥ gives another 7wn. Nature is like darkness; it is hard to perceive things in the dark and
clearly see Hashem. So, what does Hashem do? Once in a while Hashem performs a large, blatant
01 that is clearly different from the pattern of yau. This 01 is like lightening in the darkness — all
of a sudden there is a flash that lights up the sky. All of a sudden you can see things clearly — and
you can keep that image before your eyes once the darkness descends again.

The large D'01 are like “peeking beneath the mask” or “a flash of lightening”. Their goal is to
inspire us with NMIIMX so we can continue to recognize Hashem, even within the regular patterns
of yav.

Model and Example: Recently, we have witnessed tremendous miracles as Hashem protected
78w Dy from our enemies in 78W' yAX. Countless stabbing attacks and plots were foiled. This
01 was supposed to give us a heightened nimx in Hashem. Then, once we have received this
increased NMMNK, we can recognize that all the regular, “natural” patterns of current events are
really also 0'01 from Hashem. Or, perhaps, a family witnessed a tremendous 01 as a family
member was miraculously healed from a dreadful illness, in a totally supernatural way. This 01
was supposed to give them a heightened nimwx in Hashem. Then, they could continue to
recognize Hashem even in the normal, natural routines of their lives. As the |"ann says:

"...0"N01N 0'011 NTIN NNX D'MOoNI%NNI 0'71ITan 0'oin "

From the large, famous, blatant 0'03, you come to recognize the hidden 0'01. The namx that you
get from witnessing or hearing about open 0'01 helps you recognize that the routine, frequent
events that we call nature are truly miracles, as well. Do you remember our earlier example with
the car’s motor? The large, outright 01 is almost like having the hood of the car pop up, exposing
the motor. Then, once you’ve actually caught a glimpse of the motor, you’ll know that the motor
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is what’s powering the wheels of the car and making it go... even once the hood is back down!
Similarly, the 2" nn writes:

"N Nwyn 7y nomi NIX DNY ,N9INI NIX X171 D7 ,'N nwyn v 0" onw 0'o1a oyov nnai”
".12 DMNNN P'TNNT AN KIN D71V7 DR'2NY NN PV RN

Practice: Students are given five minutes to work with a partner and list as many daily miracles
that they have personally experienced within the past week, as they can think of. This can be
formatted as a game, in which students race to come up with the most items on their list. Then,
students should write a brief summary of why we mistakenly perceive these miracles as natural.

Closure: In this lesson, we have explored how all of nature is truly miraculous. In the next class,
we will take this lesson one step further and apply it to our lessons on 77n.

Part Two:

Objective: Using their n1T'0, students will demonstrate their understanding of how and when
to praise Hashem by listing praises for outright 0'03, and praises for daily 0'03, and explaining
which praises should be said when.

Anticipatory Set: Instruct students to retrieve the lists that they wrote at the end of the previous
lesson. Collect a sampling of ‘miracles’ that students wrote, and list them on the board. Then,
pose the following question:

We know that we say 77n in order to praise and thank Hashem for great n'01. We also know, as
we learned in last class, that all of these items that we listed here, are truly miraculous! So... did
you say 770 on the days that you experienced these n'01?

Why not? Allow a moment for students to contemplate this question.
Post the following two 7"tn mnxn on the board:

e DI' 721770 NN RN KA oM M X
e QTanI 9NN AT N oI 02 770 NN

After providing a basic translation, ask students to identify the seeming contradiction between the two
statements. Then, summarize the question: should we, in fact, be saying 770 on a daily basis, in order to
thank Hashem for daily miracles? Or is 7'7n only for special occasions — and if so, why?

Tell the Objective: In this class, we will delve deeper into the purpose of large, blatant n'03, and
we will further explore the way in which we are supposed to praise Hashem. By the end of today’s
class, you will be able to differentiate when we are supposed to say 77n, and when we are
supposed to thank Hashem through other praises.
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Purpose: Then, we will be able to properly thank and praise Hashem —both for the large, outright
D'0), as well as for the ‘small miracles’ that we experience on a daily basis.

Input: Firstly, let’s explore the origins of 770, and see when it was originally said. The x2na lists
several occasions throughout our history when 770 was recited.

1. 1121 nwn and "1 said 770 when they emerged safely after 1o o' nyp.

2. ywIn' and "1 said 770 when all the kings of |v1) gathered against them.

3. NMIaTand P12 said 770 when they were threatened by X10'0.

4. 1n'ptn ) and his court said 770 when they were threatened by NIwx 771 27n10.
5. D1y, 7Rwn 0N said 770 when they were threatened by Wx11310).

We see here that 770 was recited when people were rescued from situations of grave peril; when
they sought and experienced a miraculous nyviw* from 'n. Furthermore, let’s review the two
niNipn for the nixn of 770 that we discussed at the start of this unit; we will see how those two
sources also point to the fact that 7'7n is said on the occasion of great, miraculous niviv:.

1. The j7109 in DT states: INTN N'WN NNV NNXI NI NIV INIXR [RXAN D L. “It shall
be that when many evils and distresses come upon it, then this song shall speak up.” The
wnTn explains: “Hashem declares: When | rescue 78w 11 from dire straits, at that
moment they shall sing to Me a song of praise.”

2. After nxn NX'YY, 7RW' 12 sang N'W and praise to Hashem. The 7109 describes: T~
INX7 XL’ The Dwan nany explains that the double (1W7 of “they said, to say”
teaches that the same principle applies to all future generations: when Hashem performs
a miraculous nv1vy, they, too, should sing to Him in praise.

The commentaries on the Xn2a write that “Hallel is recited to publicize the miracles that Hashem
performed for us... the main purpose of Hallel is to joyously spread the word of the miracles and
wonders that Hashem performed for us.” (Insert source — nar* 1'20 *TN7N) In fact, the 72w
0770 explains that we stand when we recite 770, because the purpose of 770 is to ‘testify’ to the
greatness of Hashem regarding the n'01 that He performed for us — and witnesses must stand
when they provide testimony. The X2na actually states that the obligation for reciting 770 is
NX01 'I019 — publicizing the miracles that Hashem has performed.

Now, let’s return to our previous question: why don’t we recite 7'7n on a daily basis, to thank
Hashem for all the natural miracles that we experience? In fact, from the Xna that we read
earlier, it seems that it is actually wrong to say 77 on a daily basis!

QTAnI 9NN N7 N o 722 770 nin

The n'wn9on explain that one who says 7'7n on a daily basis, actually reduces his namx and brings |I'12,
rather than praise, to 'n bw. How? By reciting 7'7n daily, he treats the praise as something ‘routine’ and
‘regular.” In other words, he is reducing it from its status as ‘praise for special occasions.” He is making it
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ordinary and regular. In essence, he is saying: “there’s nothing special about all this! It’s just regular, daily
thanks.”

Model and Example: Imagine that you purchased a special gown for your sister’s wedding. Would your
mother allow you to wear that gown as a weekday outfit? Obviously not. What would be wrong with doing
that? You would be cheapening the value of the gown; you would be saying that it's not representative of
special occasions, and that it may as well be worn on a daily basis. In fact, you are actually cheapening the
value of the occasion, itself — because you are saying that the gown that can be worn to that wedding, can
also be worn during the week!

Check for Understanding: Explain in your own words how saying 770 every day ‘cheapens the value
of the occasion.’

Model and Example: As another example, imagine what would happen if you entered your
house and found the dining room table bedecked in crystal and finest china. Obviously, you would
immediately know that something special is coming up — perhaps it is 210 DI' 27V, But what would
be if every day, when you came home from school, your table was set like that? The value of the
crystal and china would be cheapened; they would no longer represent ‘special occasions.’
Essentially, you would be saying: “there’s nothing out of the ordinary about crystal, china, and
silver!”

790 was established by 7"Tn to be said on ‘special occasions.” It is intended to mark unusual,
fantastic revelations of 'n T, and recounts great nwiw' and D'01. By saying 7'7n on a daily basis,
we would make it sound as if these great nIiIw' are ‘nothing special.” Therefore, we must reserve
790 for the special occasions that the n'non specifically listed.

Why? What is the purpose of recounting these great n'01? Talking about the great n'01 that
Hashem performs heightens our nimx. It also helps us recognize the daily n'01 that we
experience, as we discussed in our previous class. Prompt students to review.

As the |"an0 writes:
"...0"N01N 0'012 NTIN NNX DO 0*71Man 0roan ni”

By celebrating these special occasions and reminding ourselves of the great 0'01 through saying
770, we will heighten our awareness of Hashem’s might and we will recognize the daily miracles
that we experience. In fact, it is interesting that the very 1710 of 770, which as we said is intended
to mark the ‘big, blatant 0'0Y’, actually begins with the words: Dw 771nn ,IxIan TV wnw Namn
"N. The special 7710 of praise for all the great n'01 and niviw* begins with a reference to sunrise
and sunset, indicating that this, too, is a miracle worthy of praise!

Still, the fact is that the great miracles described in 7'7n are not every day occurrences; they are
rare, special occasions when 'n T' is revealed, and that is why 77n must only be said on special
occasions. These great occasions are like the ‘flashes of lightening in the sky,” or ‘when the hood
of the car pops up to expose the engine.” By marking these occasions as special, we enable them
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to serve their purpose as reminders. If we would cheapen them, and get ‘used’ to 770, then it
would lose its specialness and we would not be able to draw the same mamx from it.

So then, how can we thank and praise Hashem for the daily miracles? Let’s take another look at
the 7"1Tn that we mentioned earlier: ni* 722 770 mnan 770 X' o' 'Y k. This seems puzzling; after
all, we just finished discussing that we may not say 770 on a daily basis! In fact, though, ‘01" 1 was not
talking about the 770 1 70. He was talking about a different set of praises. What series of praise do we say
on a daily basis, thanking Hashem for all the miracles that He constantly performs for us? Prompt students
to respond.

This 770 refers to nANTT '109. Instruct students to take out their 0"1T'0 and open up to NIATT 'j7109.
How many ‘natural miracles’ can you find throughout these paragraphs? Write responses on the board.

Every day, we have the opportunity to be "77n "nix" —to thank and praise Hashem for the miracles that
He performs. Then, throughout the year, we are given special occasions that serve as ‘boosters’ for our
MInK; they give us an increased dosage of awareness for Hashem’s fantastic D'0a.

Practice: Using your NIT'0, list ten praises from 770 that reference large, outright 0'01. Then, list ten
praises from nNTT {7109 that reference daily, ‘natural’ miracles. Finally, write a brief explanation of when
we say each list, and why.

Closure: Can you explain how n2in teaches us about outright, blatant n'03, as well as small, hidden
D'01? Let’s summarize how on ndian, we celebrate both forms of miracles.
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