A Teacher’s Guide to Teaching n'rxn nwno

Before a teacher attempts to plan lessons on 11'tkin Nn1'w, regardless of the age level it will be
taught to, it is incumbent on the teacher to internalize her own deep understanding of the nw.

12'TNN NNA is unique in three aspects. Its introduction appears in (0':x7) 771 NWNQ:;

“TINTD NMI'wi NX D27 12N2 nnut”
T2 .3 pnfaann'w .2 mw .1

These three concepts capture the soul of the n'w:

1. mw:

NM'Y is a unique word; a |Ipnvn 1W? for “h1w”. A n1'w in the NN is sung for occurrences which
necessitate a special naw to Hashem. 12'txn is not a reaction to a special 03, as the other nn'w
are. Rather, it is the story of Bnei Yisrael’'s existence encapsulated in a metaphoric rhythmic

structure as a celebration of Bnei Yisrael’s life and challenges in Olam Hazeh. The n1'w factor in

11NN referred to as n1'w 11T, is when Torah uses poetic modalities, such as similies, metaphors,

structure, etc. in order to bring a theme to life.

The challenge faced in 12"k presents a sad phase in Bnei Yisrael’s history. Yet, it is said in a m'w
of praise to Hashem, to alert us that the n'waiv Bnei Yisrael face as a consequence for their sins
are really an awakening call from Hashem, beckoning them to return. 11'ixn talks about many
occurences referred to as “n1pn”. There is no random occurrence in Yiddishkeit, and embedded
in the word mpn is its true meaning: “‘nn N”.

The first place we find an allusion to the overarching history of Bnei Yisrael is in n'wx11,'n' nw1a
N:Ln:

D'M'N NNNNL DINK K1 IR DR D37 NTaR1 190RN— Note the word mij— to happen, is spelled xp,
meaning calling.

This is an overarching understanding in n212 "N 2. Anything Hashem does, that on the surface
appears to be |'TnTn, is really not a mpn, rather a “CALL” from Hashem, beseeching us to return
and become closer. Thus, all the n'wav delineated in 11'xn should be viewed through this lense.




2. DN NN'Y:
”N9 2U2 DTNY7 'NWI ONN 'N AN2aw 0NAT
11'TRN NN'W is the only an exception to this rule; it is a direct nIxN.

Pique the students’ curiosity by first asking them what part of NN do they think is the most important to
know by heart. (Typical answers: unw ,nN2TN NMWY) Discuss what 12'TNN imparts to us which is so basic
to our Yiddishkeit, that 'n commands we carry this message with us at all times, even when a 190 is not

accessible.

. A Recipe for Living ‘N T2

I'TNN MW s likened to a recipe. It contains all the ingredients for a successful life. It takes into account
all the challenges a person might face, and obstacles that prevent him from attaining NN as a Yid. 'n
instructs us to carry this recipe with us always, so that when we reach a dangerous road, we will have the
ingredients we need in order to surmount the challenge.

In life we are blinded by the u1n %' which prevents us from following clear instructions.

I2'TRN presents to us:
Scenario A: The proper moral world

Scenario B: How to redirect ourselves when we get off track and forget our purpose

3. TV
“19 MR YIND YNWNIENIQTRIE DMWN RTRY

The heavens and the earth are the two witnesses attested to in I2'TR, because of their eternity.

I2'TNN MW appears in the NN written in two pillars (following the concept of MW N7T— that poetry is
written in a structural form that portrays the meaning...) to signify the two witnesses that uphold the
truth of Bnei Yisrael's existence.

Classifying the m'w:

The n'w takes us on a historical overview of the existence of Bnei Yisrael from its very beginning to
0'n'n NNK. Dividing it into sections, and teaching it as categories, will facilitate comprehension as well

as retention.

Students should be able to classify key D'109 under the appropriate topics.




Overarching themes in 12'TXN:

A. Hide and Seek:

This children’s game is an allegory used in D190 to explain Hashem'’s revealed presence in 'nwan ntn D%1V.
D71V comes from the word D%Un. When Hashem created the world that we live in, he concealed his n11aw as
opposed to the D72 in DIUN NINYIY. When we observe Torah and Mitzvos in the proper manner it

transforms this world into a place of NnWITp where Hashem is revealed, i.e. n11aw 191,

Hashem hides in  “vab”, in every flower, tree, and stone. It is up to the Yid to see the G-dliness within these
mundane matters. Hashem hides, and the nTIay of the Yid is to seek Him through 1N and nixn.
Sometimes the game gets boring; the one who hides is left in his hiding place, and isn’t sought out by his
playmates. Such is when Bnei Yisrael stop looking for Hashem in everyday occurrences, and thus causing
tallouts to occur .

B. The “I” Trap:
(T:n DMAT) :nTA Y'NA NXR Y2 NV T OXIVI 'ND

When a person experiences success, it is instinctual that he attributes it to his hard work, as it says in 12'TRn:
“buan M |nw”. Hashem’s N212 is then overlooked because of the riches one has been blessed with. When
this occurs, Hashem conceals himself -019 "n0n— which is experienced through the |271N and N7

What is the purpose of 019 1non?

The psychology of human nature is that when a person feels a void, he begins to seek. Thus, the extra
measure of D19 NON makes Bnei Yisrael acutely feel Hashem’s absence. They then continue to play the
“game”, and begin to “seek out” Hashem in a way that will cause ‘N to once again come out of hiding (i.e.

029 MNON) and ultimately bring the N7INA.

C. Twisting the Truth:

"(v2:1 n70p) "D11 NNAWN 1IPPA ANNEY DTN NIN DR8N DRV IR

How many times, in an effort to “be right”, do people not lie outright, but misrepresent the truth? ni'w
12'TRN is replete with words that denote distorting the truth in an effort to suit one’s self. In order to

develop this theme, we will target words that repeat themselves in the n1'w thus highlighting its message
to us.

I'TRN MY, in 'T 109, describes Hashem as “Nin W prix”.




Hashem endowed mankind with this same attribute as referred to in the above-mentioned 109,
stating:" W' DTRN NN D'PI7R NWY" L 1N MW, however, continues in 'N P09 with the words wpu T
21n7nal - which Rashi translates 7piuni Dipy -twisted and crooked.78 w1 111 reacted in the exact
opposite way of 1.

This concept further reinforces itself in "nnn n1ann AT 12" :(3 P1oa) - which Rashi explains 2900

“ova7 111IX1” "This means they ‘turn over’ their ‘constructive’ purpose in the world to a ‘destructive’

one.
The Mefarshim use these descriptions of recurring NIW? to target the theme of the n1'w.

Bnei Yisrael distorted the truth, as the expression goes, 1IN TWN71 7wN 1IX? DNIND . This concept of
NJ9NN T is seen throughout the D'PI09 as follows:

"' DN N71722 DY " i1 plo9

“inyyt 21y 22211" :1L proa

"DIVT N7 D'P7X D78 N7 DTY? 40T T pioa
"A7700 2p Nawn1 " :n' pioa

“20 X721 1INIp DN 1N pI0A

"NNN NJ9NN 11T 2“ causes the 019 MNDON; as will be discussed in 2 PI0A: NIXIN DDA 19 N'ADK IQN"
['DnnNNR NN

NJ D09 says "DD'WIK 72] 'idd DY N72 DNIPX "INI D202 110Y3 78 K22 1N DN This is explained:
As n29nn 1T, they literally turn things around to go away from the eternal truth. What does 17
niann do? Notice that the 'n OW used in the above D'PIOY is 7.

The term 7p denotes NI NIV and ability. They turn it around, creating the word X7, it’s not 'ns
ability but our own that brings success, thus the expression "7j2 N71%. This continues in 11 109 with
the same word “NKT 72 72U9 ‘N X71” - indicating the negating of ‘n T, taking 7p and turning it into N7.

D 2109 continues to express this idea: .DNMNNY 112! NIRT 123w 1020 17. A number of D'PIDA in the
M"Y decry the foolishness of this tactic; for example . "DIN X71" :1 PIOQ

The word DNNX is repeated twice in 1'TXN N . What is this alerting us to?
Three major names of PXIW' 11 are:

mw

apur

N

The niam 210 spell 32. The job of 281w 12 in this murky, distorted world is to ‘whiten’ it with
nwITy.




(Note: For advanced classes, cross reference this idea to * Wearing white on Yom Kippur as a sign of N2IUn
and " "."13'22' A2 12w D'INDN I'N' OX)

However, because of the lack of nnan which the U X' cleverly robs us of by misrepresenting and
perverting the truth, 780w' 121 become a NJ9nN WT. The 0N MIN is distorted, reversing the 'aio
niam of "[2%° to "721“ the opposite of nWITH.

Thus we understand the repetition of the word 711 in I 0'PI09 and X2.
In the above-mentioned “word play” (an example of N"1'w 117T), 'n gives us the GPS of how stay on the

road and how to get back on track if you do stray. Following the roadmap of Getting Priorities
Straight - the message of 12'TNN M'W - is the antidote to 19NN IT.

D. Of Fool and Folly:

In the beginning of the N1'W, after praising ‘N, and the Torah, the N1'w makes a U-turn towards Bnei
Yisrael who have received this precious gift and calls them “foolish”- Dan X721 721 oy (1 poa). This
trend weaves through the N'w, as it states: (N2 PI09): NJIAN DN |'NI,

(L2 )PI09: NNT 172w NNJN 17.
The use of the concept of foolishness alludes to when a Yid loses his way and forgets that all life
occurences, good and bad, are from ‘N. Bnei Yisrael's misconception is reinstated in 12 I09 with the

words “NNT 73 709 ‘N K71”.
Let us examine Chazal’s insights as to when a person is termed foolish.

1. “MUT) N78 1Y 'R”- the biggest poverty is the lack of knowledge. “NnMIN X8 NUT |'NI” when one is

devoid of 72w and acts foolishly it means there is a void of Torah and proper nIapwn in his life. This
is in sync with all the mistakes and poor judgement Bnei Yisrael exercise as explained in the previous
themes.

2. “NILY NIN 12 D121 DX N7X N1V 12V DTN |'R” In a right straight mind with clarity and perspective, it
would be so obvious to the Yid which is the 7&'n 717 to follow. A person only does an Nn1'aV when the
1“N¥' blows into the Yid a spirit of foolishness. This is mirrored in the N1'W by stating numerous times

that Bnei Yisrael lack nnan, and only then do they get confused and stumble on a crooked path.

As stated above, all the NiNX that Bnei Yisrael encounter as a response to their 0'RbN, is Hashem’s call

to them to find their footage back on the right road.




Qutline of Topics in I2'TINN: 12'TNN N1'YA D'RYID
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