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OBJECTIVE

Students will gain an appreciation for our n110N, amass a wealth of general nNIy'T in N"10ON,
and gain mastery of the chronological order. Students will demonstrate mastery by creating
a mini-timeline of their own and by participating in weekly cumulative testing.

PURPOSE

No longer will you hear a student ask incredulously, “Did n2ian really happen after bmi19?” or,
“I"y was a real person? When did he live?”

This comprehensive timeline incorporates all the events that our students learn about in
NITN' ,VIAwn w19 N ,uNIN, and other TIp subjects, and weaves them into a full, clear
picture. Students will build their understanding of when the events they are currently learn-
ing about actually took place and how the different events in our rich history are intercon-
nected.

MATERIALS NEEDED

- Newspaper Clipping Poster

« Timeline Poster

« Timeline Poster Cards

« Student Timelines (one per student)

« Historia Outline Booklet(s)

« 1pad 1x2-inch sticky notes for each student (optional: 2 different colored pads)
« Scotch tape for each student

+ Student Timeline Cover

ANTICIPATORY SET

We don’'t usually turn to the New York Times for inspiration. However, one edition issued by
the New York Times was quite unusual and worth noting.

On January 1st, 2000, the New York Times ran a Millennium Edition. It was a special issue
that featured three front pages. One had the news from January 1, 1900. The second was
the actual news of the day, January 1st, 2000. The third front page was a peek into the fu-
ture-an imaginary page from the January 1st, 2100 edition. Included on the page were news
items like the welcoming of Cuba as the fifty-first state and a debate as to whether robots
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should be allowed to vote or not. At the very bottom, the following was printed:

Hang the Newspaper Clipping Poster on the board.

JEWISH WOMEN/GIRLS LIGHT SHABBAT
candles today 18 minutes before sunset. In New York
4:39 PM. Elsewhere, touch for local time and for
information. — ADVT.

Reportedly, when asked why the New York Times included such a surprising entry, the Irish
Catholic production manager stated, “We don't know what will happen in the year 2100. It is
impossible to predict the future. But of one thing you can be certain: that in the year 2100,
Jewish women will be lighting Shabbat candles.”

LESSON
INTRODUCTION

We, the Jewish nation, are an Eternal People. We are an integral part of the past, and un-
doubtedly key players in the future.

Discuss

How is each individual an important link in the history and future of
ONW DY?

After listening to students’ responses, conclude: Each Jewish person is a link in the chain
from NN NN until the times of N'wn because each individual carries the important role of
passing on the n1ion to the next generation.

What is the wnIw of the word n110n, and how does that hint to the word’s meaning?

N1I0N has comes from the .1.0.n WY, meaning “to give over.” The n1IoN is what is given
over from generation to generation: The nIn, with its nixn and guidance on how to live the
way that Hashem wants us to live. Our job is to give over that n110n to the next generation.

Discuss

Why is it important to pass on the na10n?

After listening to students’ responses, conclude: It is crucial that the n1I0n be given over to
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the next generation, so that the n1In will continue to be learned and kept in the world.

The world cannot exist without the nIn! We see this clearly in the nNi21 that Hashem gave
to 1N

(N2:29 1IN MDY N YINEDMY NP N1 DRI N DN N DN DD

Hashem said the following: “If not for My Torah being learned day and night, | would not up-
keep the laws of nature for the existence of heaven and earth!”

(translation according to ‘2:n“D D'NDO: )
INNY N YN DY NIPN N1 DRI NN XD DN NNIY YINEDINY INTRNI XY NN N9NOYIWN
The D"NN W91 expounds on this pIoo:

POYNN WNN NNX VX QN 1N D INXP TV NXPA 191D DYIVN NN DNY ,H9D PO0 DIV 'MY] DNXNI
.D15Y1 DN INNIEDO9XY I'N1 DAINNNIE DAY NINYIYN 9D D'21N1 I'N YD ,NINA 129Y NN
(N' P19, TWw D'NN W9))

The following is true without a doubt: If the whole world, from one end to the other, was
devoid of our involvement in and study of the n1In for even one moment, nibwi on... at that
moment, all the worlds-in the heaven as well as this world, would become empty nothing-
ness, DIYYI DN.

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING
What is the na1on?

The n1in which is given over from one generation to the next.

Why is it so important that the “chain” of n110n-the link from one gen-
eration to the next-not be broken?

If the n11n would not be learned and kept for even one moment, the
world would cease to exist.

TIMELINE

If we are an important link in the chain, and we are passing on the n10n to the next gener-
ation, then we should know: When did the n110n start? How was the n1in, with all its niixn
and nnnan, passed down to us today?
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Let's create a complete timeline of the world, from the time of its creation. We will see how
all of the different events in our history coincide-in what order they took place, and how the
1IN was passed down to our generation.

Hang Timeline Poster on the board.

Why does this timeline have six rows?
Every row represents 1,000 years. Each box represents approximately 100 years.

It is important to note to students that some events are in their approximate, not exact,
location on the timeline, because too many details would lend to confusion.

How could we possibly know how long the world will exist?

As is always the case, the n1In illuminates the answer for us. The following fascinating X102
gives us a little peek into Hashem’s Master Plan for this world:

.N'YUNN NIN' D'9ON AW ,NIIN D'OON 1YWL INN D'OOXN 1YW .0YIVN 1N NIYW D'9ON DWW NN 2T NN
(N0 NTNTIAY)

This was taught in the yeshiva of Eliyahu: This world exists for 6,000 years: 2,000 years of
emptiness, 2,000 years of NN, and 2,000 years of n'wnin Nin'.

What does this mean?

1. 1NN D'OYN "Y:
2,000 years of emptiness. [Point to the first 2 rows on the timeline.]

During the first 2,000 years that the world was in existence, the n1In had not been given
yet. Aworld without nIn is an empty world! The world was “waiting,” so to speak, for 12
YN W to accept the nin.

2. NN D'OYN "YU
2,000 years of nIn. [Point to the next 2 rows on the timeline.]

Then, YW 11 accepted the NN in the year 2448. The world was transformed into a
world of nIn! Finally, after over 2,000 years, the reason for the world’s existence was
fulfilled! After accepting the nIn, 12 went to SN W' vaN and soon afterward, they built
the wTpnn n. It was a time period of D'N'2) and D'2%N guiding 1“1 on the right way to
lead their lives. What a glorious time period in our history!
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Then, because of the ninay of “13, Hashem brought the |211n-the destruction of the
first wTpnN . After a short NI in 912, 11 built the second wTpnin N1 Although

we no longer had nNI1), we still had the most wiTp place in the world rebuilt-we could
come close to Hashem in the wTpnin N2 once again. Towards the end of this time period,
because of D1'N NNaw, the second WTpnn N'a was destroyed, and we were sent into the
long N9 which we are still in now. And that brings us to the last section of the timeline:

. N'UNN NIN' 019N Y

2,000 years of n'wnin nin'. [Point to the last 2 rows on the timeline.]

This is a time period that has the potential to be n'wnn nin'-the days when nwn is our
leader and the wTpnin N1 is rebuilt! Until n'wn comes, we find ourselves in a long and
painful niv, filled with tragic events and wandering to different lands. These challenges
are all necessary steps towards the coming of n'wn, when we will be able to rebuild the
NDWN DNWN DIPpNR-the place where we can deepen our bond with Hashem in a way that
is beyond our imagination-in the wTpnin n'a. We do not know exactly when that will be,
but we do know that the time will come before the end of the 2,000-year period called
“nwnn NN’

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

In the words of the Xn), what are the first 2,000 years of the world
called? What are the next 2,000 years called? And the last 2,000
years?

ACTIVITY - HISTORIAH RACKO

Test students’ prior knowledge of history. Hand out colored sheets. In-
struct students to cut the paperinto ten cards of equal size and write
down one historical event on each card.

Challenge students to put the cards into chronological order.

A teacher’s feedback: “It was interesting to see what the students did
and did not know! It was also a great way for them to keep track of
their own growth in learning, as this game can be played at the con-
clusion of these lessons as well.”
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Distribute the first two pages of the Student Timeline. Show students how to tape pages to-
gether to create one long page. Distribute the next two pages and have students tape them
together. Then show students how to tape both pieces together to create a full timeline.

Explain to students that they will be transferring the events featured on the timeline on the

board into their own personal timeline. As you post each Timeline Poster Card in its correct

spot on the board’'s timeline, each student should write the event on a sticky note and place
itin the correct box on her timeline. Some events span over 100 years; those events should
be written across 2 or 3 sticky notes, as demonstrated in the Historia Outline Booklet.

Alternatively, students can be put into partners. Every set of partners can receive a Historia
Outline Booklet, and use the information provided to fill out their timeline. Once students
have completed their timelines, you can review and ensure accuracy by placing the Time-
line Poster Cards onto the big timeline on the board/classroom wall.

As you post each Timeline Poster Card, you can provide background information:

N. INN D'99N Y

1. Note how the N1 TV DTND NNIT NWY take up the first thousand years and nNIT nwy
DNNAN TY Nan take up the second thousand years.

2. There was no nin yet!

3. You will notice that there are several blank lines between ni and his children. Interest-
ingly, Hashem did not want na to have children for 500 years. This way, they would not
have too many years in which to do nin'ay and still be worthy of entering the nan.

4. Believe it or not, 122N DNNaN was already living during the time of N259n NIT! He tried to
give them 10In and discourage the building of 921 57an, but his words went unheeded.

. NN 099N Y

W

pN¥Y'and 2py' were born in Y9NW! YN, 2pY! ran away to |[Dn-all the D'0aY except |'N12
were born there. Then 2py' and his family returned to YN W vaN, where |'R'11 was born.
apyr's family went down to Drxn at the time of the ayn. This was the beginning of ni%
D'INN.

2. You can show students how Dxn TIayw was supposed to be 400 years. Hashem had
NN on YN 590 and began counting the 400 years from pnx! nTY. You can see the
span of 400 years from pnx' N7 until DX NN'Y.
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Many important events took place in this momentous time period. This is why there is a
pull-out section of the crucial events in the year 2448, when n1In [nn ,0x¥N DR'YY, and
22Vin NON occurred, as well as [DwNN NNPN in 2449. Just 40 years after that, Hashem
brought 1”11 into [V12 vN.

(In reality, 0'091wn NoIpN spanned more than 300 years, however | gave it only two box-
es for the sake of clarity.)

WX N stood for 410 years. Show the girls how this time span is represented in an
approximate way, over 4 boxes, representing about 400 years. (One box is in '"w"Hwn 99N
and three are in 'va1n 958.)

When the wTpnin na was destroyed, '“12 were brought to 522. During 522 niY), the mi-
raculous events of D19 D1 took place. It's clear to see how D19 D1 happened before D2
NN (which occurred during the second wTpnin N11), even though oMo is after ndinin
our calendar year.

11w N stood for 420 years. Although we no longer had nxI1), we still had the most wiTp
place in the world rebuilt-we could come close to Hashem in the ¥Tpnin Na once again.

During this time period, nd1an D1 took place.

Towards the end of this time period, because of D1'n NNaY, the second WTpnin N'a was
destroyed, and we were sent into the long ni% which we are still in now.

NINO5n NN NMWY took place in the same time period as 1w N2 [27IN. Students can write
this event in beneath the post-it displaying the |201n.

A. N'YUNN NIN' 0'9%N Y

NN in NI began to flourish. During D'NYINRN NOIPN, the 911 TINYN and 'MSWIN TINHN
were written so that nd Yvaw NN would not be forgotten in NiYa. Examples of D'RIINN
that students may be familiar with are listed, for example |anI' 21 ,58INW , 27 ,'UN 212N

During DINXN NOIPN, a tremendous amount of NN was learned. Famous D1IN) are listed:
[INAN N'TYO 1227 and DY 1220 (whom students may recognize from the Dwaa 12277 DIN.)

The next time period is called DIWXY NOIPN. At that time, famous D'noN TSN wrote
D'w19n on the NN (many of which students may be familiar with). nisoin “ya ,wiTpn "w),
and the D"an1 are some of the well-known D1IWNA, so their names are on the timeline.

The Crusades took place during this time period; it was a time filled with bloodshed, as the
Christians headed toward Eretz Yisrael and killed many Jewish people on their journey.

Please note that only select events were put onto 'wHwin 99N of the timeline. Feel free to
add as you see fit, depending on the level of your students.
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7191 TINYNin 90 NoW-Twenty four wagons, loaded with precious, priceless D190 were
burned at a public gathering and caused deep mourning amongst our nation. This event
took place before the time of the printing press, so each 190 represented a tremendous
amount of work. Many were the only copy that existed! (In fact, in those days the librar-
ies would chain their important scholarly works to their desks so they should not get
stolen.) Therefore, much irreplaceable n1In knowledge that had been written down went
up in flames.

7190 WIN-The Spanish Expulsion and Inquisition is yet another painful chapterin the
history of our people. Many Jews heroically stood strong and refused to convert to Chris-
tianity, and chose instead to wander to unknown lands, or even be killed bwn UITp .

Two great D'noN, spiritual giants, were sent to spread the light of n1In in these trou-
blesome times: The Y"1'"IN and NN q0I' ‘1. The Y TN taught the secrets of NYap to his
D'7T'N5N, while NRp 901 ‘1 wrote his famous 190, the 1Ny IN5wW. Most ndYn that we follow
today is credit to INNp qOI' 1, who wrote down n2J%n in a clear format.

0“NI N“N DM was a time of enormous suffering. The wild Cossacks, led by Bogdan Ch-
mielnicki w"n', rampaged through the Jewish towns with unprecedented cruelty and
wrought destruction across Eastern Europe. This set the background for the unfortunate
story of ax 'naw. The |T'N were convinced that all the suffering they had been through was
surely the last stage of NI before the coming of N'wn. They allowed themselves to be-
lieve 1ax 'Naw was NN, even when he began doing things that were clearly wrong.

Hashem then sent the 110 DwW V1 and his D'T'N5N to revive the people’s flagging spirits
and inject a spirit of nIT'on and Nnnnw. Almost simultaneously, the [INA X151 and his T'R9N
|'TNONII DN Y began the Yeshiva Movement, strengthening nainn Tin'.

The n9Own, known in history as the Enlightenment, was a time of spiritual darkness. Many
Jewish people left the mesorah and joined the movements that swept across Europe,
movements which encouraged people to question religion and reject the ways of old.

The D"'n von, probably the greatest 5172 of his generation, wrote many D190, amongst
them the n11Na nawn that clarifies almost all areas of N2Yn applicable to us in NIY), as
well as D" y¥9N 190, which teaches the ni2Yn of yan 1WH, and 1W5N NY'MW 190, which
inspires us to improve our speech.

The Enlightenment was closely followed by World War |. Soon afterward was the nNiw,
also referred to as the Holocaust, a tragedy which we are intimately familiar with. So
many heroically held onto their nainN and [IN02 in Hashem, even in those unimaginably
painful times. So many gave up their lives bwin WITp HY. And then came rebirth, growth
and the responsibility to carry on the flame of o"pwIT~.

If you'd like, you can put a class picture in the next box. Thisis it- it's up to us, the T
n'wnn, to bring the final N%IN) closer. May it come speedily in our days-|nN 12’02 N1nNA!




