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It was an era of extreme contrasts.

Klal Yisroel reached the pinnacle of spiritual elevation, and then tragically plummeted to the
lowest depths.

Amidst the most dazzling display of miracles ever witnessed by mankind, Moshe Rabbeinu
led them out of bondage in Egypt. He lovingly brought them to Har Sinai where they wit-
nessed the revelation of Hashem'’s holy shechina. Hashem Himself bequeathed them with
the ultimate gift of the torah hakedosha. At that moment Bnei Yisroel rose to indescribable
heights of closeness to Hashem.

Just forty days later, the unthinkable happened. While they waited at the foot of Har Sinai
for Moshe Rabbeinu to descend from shamayim after learning torah, they committed the
most grievous act of betrayal: They worshipped the eigel. They fell from the most exalted
position to the most abysmal one. Although the rebellion had been instigated by a mixed
multitude of forty thousand converts known as the Eirev Rav, Bnei Yisroel were still held
accountable for their deeds.

Hashem sent a plague that killed numerous people and the Yidden were in danger of total
annihilation. On Rosh Chodesh Elul, Moshe ascended the mountain and beseeched Hashem
for forgiveness. Finally, on the momentous day of 10 Tishrei, Yom Kippur, Moshe came down
from the mountain with a Divine message of forgiveness.

After these tumultuous events, the mood in the encampment was very somber. Bnei Yis-
roel longed and hoped for the deep relationship they had once enjoyed with Hashem. They
speculated that perhaps Hashem had forgiven them enough to allow them to live, and even
to keep the torah and mitzvos. But would they ever recapture even a semblance of the
closeness they had experienced at the foot of the mountain after receiving the torah? will
Hashem ever dwell amongst them again?

On 11 Tishrei Moshe assuaged their deep feelings of regret and hopelessness. At a great
assembly of all men, women and children (excluding the Eirev Rav) Moshe shared the words
of Hashem.

These powerful, poignant words uplifted the dismal cloud of melancholy that had envel-
oped the distraught nation. Downcast eyes lit up with a spiritual glow and worried frowns
gave way to broad smiles of delight.

What message did Moshe impart?
What had the power to capacitate such change?

The precious, meaningful words were:
DJINA MDY UTPN ' 1WYI
Yes, my dear, beloved nation | will once again dwell amongst you!

Let's explore the details of the construction of the Mishkan.

Let's analyze the grace and beauty of the design that inspired Klal Yisroel with such a pro-
found passion.

Let’'s embark on a journey of how this Mishkan can be built in our hearts and minds and give
us today, a close connection with Hashem.
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There was great excitement in the air. People actually jostled each other in their haste to
reach their destination.

Where were they rushing to?

The date was 12 Tishrei. It was the day after Moshe’s declaration. Women were the first to
come forward with their precious jewelry. The men quickly followed with generous dona-
tions of their own. So enthusiastic was the nation that by the very next day, 13 Tishrei, the
vast majority of the materials were collected!

The following is a list of the materials that were collected™

« 2T - gold

+  q0DD -silver

« Nwni - copper

« NHYDN - turquoise wool

« |NXN - purple wool

« YW NYOIN - scarlet wool

+ WY-linen

« D'TY - goat hair

« D'MTNND DX DN - red -dyed ram skins

- DwNN DNy - tachash skins

+ D'OYW NV - acacia wood

« NNDY NV - oil for illumination

« D'MON NI0PYI NNWNN [NWH DY - spices for the anointment oil and the aromatic incense
+ DY NN - shoham stones

< |UNITON- |WUNDI TOND D'NON 1IN stones for the settings, for the

Moshe Rabbeinu demanded that an official accounting be made of all the donations, to en-
sure that everything collected would be used solely in the building of the Mishkan. Betzalel
and Aharon’s youngest son Isamar were appointed to conduct the audit and keep a record
of the results.

There are various D'wU195N on the way the [Dwnin NniNN is divided.
Some D'w9N say there were 15 materials.
(5%3272K N2 1227 ,0 NIK A 0D NINY DYWN NIDDINA NN ,N'WAY 12127 ,|R'N 'WITA DIPYY)
Yet other D'w19n say that there were 13 materials. D'w19n differ in their opinions of what materials they
count as one category:
(1" Hw DN, 0 N ON099 DYDY NIINN 'YW L, D9WN NIDDIN) W NYSINILIAXN ,NYIN
(1M>71190) D'WWNN NNYI DMTRA DN DY
«  (DnpTawin) oI IR DNIY X, NNI0PY1 NNWAN [RWH DY IINDYD DY
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The central feature of the Mishkan was the |INN, which housed the niniA. This was the place
where the nwITpN N1DW dwelled.” The |INX is compared to the 2 TIadn XDD because just like
the T12dn XD is Hashem's dwelling place in D'nw the |INN was Hashem's dwelling place on
earth. Due to the sublime holiness of the |INN it is the first of the b2 to be mentioned?. The
NN has many other names in 1“1n including:

5 N NN NN OYIND DD TN NN ANITYN NN

1IN0 2NTI D'OY 'YV NYYl nnn

NN 'XNINNNE NN XN DNNDN nITn

nimnand Hnon

8..INWII NN NYUI [INNN NNY ...:DW 1 'y T ok

ThniNn N1 v “am

21T N2 AT, T HNPN NDININ

SNTIN WATND 210 NPY

43910 NInw

Sam yuine

6291 71TNa

7AprHo - nY NLIo

8 An additional D1is brought down in Nan2 8212 NNDA: in the pioY it is written about the 'Nx S& wn DNOI - D1aNd
- that they were facing each other. In D'n'n N7 it is written na% nntol - they were facing the walls. Which way
were they actually facing? Dipn HW 1217 D'WIY ['RY [ND1 DIPN SY 1IN DWIVY IND - When S8 W 11 kept the Torah,
they faced each other, and when they didn't., they faced away from each other.
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The INYw represents (71T n2) NID5N and it signifies %171 NINwy as the term 0250 INYw
connotes™ Why does the |nYw represent prosperity? The word |nYw comes from the root
nSw which means “to send”, “to hold out”, or “to offer” - a table is a fixture that offers us
things for our personal use and enjoyment. Hence, figuratively, In5w denotes nourishment,
enjoyment, material plenty and prosperity. In the |own, the InYw serves the purpose of bear-
ing the 019N 0N and the N11Y, the bread and the incense, which represent nourishment
and enjoyment. The secret of the loftiness of the |nYw was that bwin Nd1a emanated from it.
The D190 DNY embodied such nd12a that it brought satiety to all of klal yisroel, as it is written
2y31w1 HIIN Y192 1YY [N HD!

qINL 2NT ,D'0Y 'NY NWY1 Nnn
INNP 'YNI NDNRIE AN DANRTIDIN DN niTn
nindnnd SNnon

BnawH nawn - T'NN 1199 119 0NY (oh}

11 7,N1112TNA
Tgn
21"am

1"y qoin
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The 111N expresses its symbolic meaning through the light it disseminates. There are two
aspects that light symbolizes. Firstly, light represents knowledge as the verse ™ nixn 111D
JIN NNl - for the commandment is a lamp and the teaching is a light, indicates. Second-
ly, Light is also a metaphor for the source of growth and life, of unfolding and flowering, of
joy and bliss as we see in the verse p! [lwwI NNDWI NN NN D'TIND, for the Jews there
was light and joy, gladness and honor. This other essential component in the symbolism of
light is movement - not in a physical sense but in a spiritual sense of growing and flowering
which brings about joy and bliss (for joy is essentially the feeling of internalizing the blos-
soming of lifennw =nny). The Nn11an was a symbol of these two facets of light: theory and
practice, enlightenment and motivation to action, the knowledge of torah and the practice
of the mitzvos which brings us close to Hashem.

N0 ANt NYY1 nnn

D'NOL WY NANY NN NIIAN YW NI nimn

199D DDA ,N'TYNA DINRNIN DIPN 'WNIIYW DININ DWW D WY - N9 12V YV INNI 0]
'WXNDNN

32:115wn

5 10:nN 1NON
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The narn is a symbol of the earth’s elevation through the action of man. Our role on earth is
to take physicality, ni'nwa, and elevate it to niranin. The term Nt denotes killing to provide
nourishment. The Natn is not a place of slaughter, but a place of meals, where the offerings
becomes elevated to ‘nY nwN DNO.

D'oY 'NY NWY1 Nnn
NINN WHOYW=INNP ,NINN WNN=1N1, NINK UNN=11X niTn
narn (N ninv

N5yn Natn (a
nwnn narn (o
[IX'‘NN NIt (T

NP 1Y 2PNH wInY

6 NINN YWY INNP = 101' Y NIDN WHY INNP = DTN
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The D'wp were the partition beams of the |own. The root wIp is related to w1 and to wA.
The beams served the purpose of “driving away” (v12) those who had no right to the place,
and to reserve it for those who did have a right to it (¢). The D'wp reserved a place of

holiness for the |pwn.

2NT NOIXND D'V 'Y
YN NAN=ININ NIAK WY =TI
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The niy served the purpose of surrounding and enclosing the |own. The root V' is related
to vy and ), to diminish, to limit - in value (V) in height (V1) in quality (V1) ; thus 5N
'831iya Y. In the sense of the |Dwn, the niv denotes diminishment of space, something
that encloses and area. That is why the niyin' were more than just a cloth, but fabric used to

surround the holy |pwn.

11U NYSINI NN ,NYON WY

R11DWN [DWUNY NIIANIENYYW XD I'N DDINA 1D ,|DWN DY NIV RIP
AWN nwyn 0o

NNN] YIIN=2NI NN DYV NINYW=IN

wunn

NNN=D'YUNNn+0'wnn

D'wnn

738D N'UNTD

8 127190

NYY1 nnn

70T DY INTPI NNY
71UY1 N

NY"' DD NITN
n1ain %1 niyAe
Nn5dN NINDID
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The goat’s hair tapestries formed the 5nx of the |own. There are two opinions on what these
niy were made up of. According to nTIn' "1 there were two covers that of ram’s skins
below, and that of wnn skins above. According to ‘'nna "1 there was only one cover half of
which consisted of ram'’s skins, and half of wnn skins. What is the wnn animal? It was an an-
imal available exclusively to Moshe Rabbeinu. It is uncertain whether it was a species of n'n
or NNNA. In any event it was a kosher animal, since it had a single horn on its forehead.

D'TY ¥ N¥IIN

NANI YIOIN =2N DN D'WHY=IN
wnn
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